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XF> in confequence of a tcclufc Efc and ftdcntaf^ 
habits, the health were impaired, the fibres rclaxecfi 
and a pcrfoo difpofed to nervous affc6Hons, or to i 
troublcfotnc obefity^ or to vifcefal obftraftions, I 
t^rould recommend to him a long journey on foot> 
from having experienced the good efFc£ts of it on 
xnyfelf* At firft it is painful, and on that account 
fliould be undertaken where there arc mod attrac- 
tions to amufe the attention, and allure the jading 
traveller, to farther pfogrefs. It is that kind of 
journey which fhould be performed in Swiflcrland# 
There the face of r^ature is fuperior to what I have 
fcen itclfewJicre : There the Alps elevate the mind 
by their fublimity, while the ferule vale, and culti- 
vated mountain delight flill more with the view of 
cafe and comfort among the inhabitants. I had 
fecn enough of mountains to enable me, by an 

& effort 
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cfFort of imagination, to form fomc notion of M 
Alpine fccne ; but I had not the good /ortiine to 
find data elfewhcrci and lead of all in my native | 
cQuntry, from which I could conceive the enjoy- 
ments of a Swifs pcalantr To the tops of the 
higheft hills, fuch as are ufually covered in other 
countries with heath or pines, you fee in Swiflerland 
the fincft meadbw, or the greeneft pafture, with 
chalets* innumerable, all the fee fimfple property of 
the inmates. Thefe are ftill well clad, well lodged, 
well fcd^and were, not long fince, in many refpcfts, 
a happy people. 

They were {o again, in fome fort, when I paffcd. 
But it was then the happmefs of hope — a cheerful' 
animation infpircd by the near profpedk of recover- 
ing their liberties,' of improving their focial condi- 
tion far beyond what it ever had been before, and 
emancipating themfelves from the dominion af '' 
another country. Power may abufe its means to 
partition Qcrmany, without greatly wounding the 
feelings 01 men alrcadv habituated to the yoke of 
a raafter; ^but what can reconcile the proud fpirit of 
a, frc'e- minded people to afts of foreign diftation ! 
They are felt as the ipoft poignant infult, they are 
fubmitted fo as the moft degrading^ calamity, and 
certainly the diftrcfs they occafion to honourable 
fnind^ is one that well deferves the fympathy of 
every friend to the independence ef nations. 

*^ Cbaltts^ are the fummer dweliings of the fliepherds 
im the Alps, where they.alfo make their cheefe. 

Man 
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Man arid his inftitutions, are ftill the moft intc- 
rcfting objcfts which SwifTcrland offers to our obfer- 
vatlbd. As we find brought here together in a fmall 
fpacc the various forms of the phyfical world, fo 
we likcwife find the varieties of the moral aflcmblcd - 
in the fame compafs. It is a fyblime gallery of man 
and of nature, which contains what we fhould other- 
wife feck for in different countries arid diftant ages. 

f o fee them, however, to moft advant^gc'i tve 

muft go on foot. It is^for him who travels thus; 

that this journey will afford moft enjoyment and in- 

ftruftibn. He can flop where he pkafcS, yifit what 

fie likes, convei-fe vi^ith thoffe he meets. Nor is this 

advantage purchafed by any Rich mortifieadort to his 

feelings, as the foot traveller is expofcd to in fome 

other countries. No where is the difference be«^ 

twccn a traveller of greati 6r fmall fortdnej lefs fek 

than in Swiffcrland. The gcrfon who comes ort 

foot, Is as well treated at the beft inns, as he who 

comes with an equipage. I will riot fay that this ii 

owing to any notion of equality ; but becaufe it is 

cuftomary in this country t6 fee perfons travel on footi 

who frequent the beft table .d'hotes, and confe- 

quer>tly live in the ftile of the beft conlpany. In* 

deedi the richcft mlift quit his carrriage, and put him- 

felf on a level with him who cannot afford one, or 

elfc reKnquifli ejijoyments to the latter, that are far 

preferable to the conveniencies of an eafy con- 

fvey^nce. 

; To thofe, who now arid theri afccnd a great hill, 
the fatigue of daily clambering among mountains 

S 2 may 
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may appear rcry formidable 5 but in faA, a journcf 
on the plain is more diftreffing. I can fpeak of 
both from my own experience. With the defign of 
infofming myfclf more correftly of the operations 
on the Danube, I walked a great part of what Mo- 
reau's army had marched, and particularly where it 
had fought. Without my ftrcngth being at ail ex- 
haufted, a few days walking had caufed fuch a fore^ 
nefs in the folcs of my feet, as made it nccef&ry to 
hak very oftep, or proceed very flowly. Not fo 
among the mountains. There was no day but I 
could walk fome leagues with pkafure. In,fucccf- 
fivcly afcending and dcfccnding, the mufcks rcKevcd 
each other, and fti'efs was not always laid on the 
feme part* of the fcct. This diftribution of exer- 
tion, which renders travelling more eafy, makes it 
more healthful^ as every part enjoys alternate cxcr- 
cife and eafe. 

When one travels in a carriage, there is a pleafurc 
felt firom rapid motion that makes him dcHrous to 
hurry on, while impreffions. rapidly made, are 
quickly obliterated. It is a good manner of run* 
ning from city to city, and may be fuitable enough 
for thofe who travel only to fee cities. But if a 
perfon wiftics'to obfervc the country likewifc, and 
the country people, their condition and habits, he 
inuft go on foot; he muft enter the dwellings of the 
peafaritry J fit in village ale-houfcs, as well as toWri 
table d'hotcsj and convcrfe with ruftic politicians^ 
and with rural belles* 

There ^ 
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There is a manner bcft fuited to every thing. 
That of walking with ieafl: fatigue b always to' 
propofe as a point of reft the nearcft town or viU 
]%e. U is curious bow the imaginatiGrn will accom* 
modate itfelf to this little fallacy; The journey i$. 
then a walk pnly; but which, infteadof retracing 
cur fteps, carrjes us on to a new fcene. I fiippoie ' 
the cbjtA is to examine minutely, to improve the 
iiealth, and perhaps to fpare money. Too much 
precipitation would fruftrate the two former. The 
latter would probably be miflfed alfo. Either one's 
feet blifter, or be becomes fo &tigued as to be glad 
to take refuge in a cariliage* 

The traveller Aoold afeertain hia ga$t of walk- 
ing, and rather remain fhort of what h^ can per« 
form. He fhould every day lee the lun rifc, reft 
hinifelf during the great heat, fleep a little^ con- 
verfe, and write his journal. The innSi at which a 
pcrfon may wilh to (lop, will occalionaily caufe a 
greater efE>rt, but I would not advife him to be too 
faftidious. There is no country that has a greater 
number of good inns than SWiflfcrland, or where 
you oftener find a good b^e '\^ a fmatt village, or 
fingly on the high road. 

As foon as a perfon is among the mountains, he 
ftould get his (hoe's well (hod in the heels and round 
the edges of the folcs witli iroi^ nails^ which every 
ihoe-maker in thefc parts knqws how to perform* 
He fhould provide himfelf with a pole either fix or 
ievcn feet long, a$ his feture may fcc^^uire. He, 

whQ 
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who has walked only in countries comparatively 
level, has no notion of the cafe which a good pole, 
can procure him in a mountainous one. When he 
dcfcends a rapid ftccp, he will bcftridc his pole^ 
which may be called thehorfe of the Alps, and now 
derive as much cafe and fecurity from this mode of 
equitation, as he did formerly of infantile amufe- 
mcnt. In thofe narro\v paths, the moft frightful of 
any, that creep along the fides of great elevations, 
with a. tremendous precipice beneath, and an awful 
height of Alps above, the -pole is peculiarly ufeful. 
It fhould be held, not on the fide next the precis 
pice, where the failure of its fupport would be utter 
dcftrudion J but on the fide next the hill. Leaning, 
on it then throws the body into a direftion remove^ 
from the precipice, ^nd ihould the foot eyert flip, 
there is little dangef. 

There are fhort oiled cloaks fold at Zuric, which 
de*licate travellers may purchafe to fccure them frota 
a fhower of rain. It would however, be much 
better for a p^rfon.to accuftom himfclf Ijcfore- 
hand to cxcrcife in wet cloaths. There is nothinjg 
eafier nor fafcn Whatever excrcife he is perform- 
ing, whether hqrling, racket-playing, iScc. if a Ihower 
pf rain come on, let him not fly to his cloaths, as is 
cuftomary, but continue his play, firft a little while, 
the next time longer, and after a few trials, he will 
have caufc to congratulate himfelf on the acquifition 
of) at Jeaft, one valuable hat)it, 

'if here. 
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There is another which I would equally rccotn- 
mend to be acquired, and herein as well as in the 
former, the phyfician has miniftered to himfclf. 
It is to bathe, without regard to the temperature of 
the body, even when covered with fweat. I fhould 
rather fay to fwim, becaufe this vigorous exercife 
compenfetes any too conftriftive efFefts, which 
might be apprehended from the application of cold 
water. The foHowing^confideration may tend like- 
Vfik to remove prejudice. The perfpiratiohs that 
iBow, during a walk in warm weather,* do not fp 
much proceed from an increafcd adlion of the heart 
and artefial fyftem, as they do from the relaxation of 
heat, and the quantity of fluid unavoidably drunk 
tinder fuch circumftances. Confequently no dan- 
gerous re-aftion need be feared, where there is no 
extraordinary aftion. I have conftantly done my* 
fclf what I recommend for the eafe of the traveller, 
and after afcending a mountain, found, in the lake 
at the top, a renovation 6l ftrength, an exhilaration 
of fpirirs, and ail over the furfoce of my body, a 
kind of fenfation, that was itfclf a very exquifite 
pleafure. ' But in order to relieve the imagination 
froni the fear of dangerous accidents in a ftrange 
place,^ a perfon who propofes to traVcl on foot, 
fho6ld accuftom himfclf tp this praftice before he 
leaves home. In addition to its being at all times 
refrefhing, it diipofes in the evening to a found and 
prompt flecp. 

Some of thegreateft pleafurcs in walking, arc to 
tread the grafs, to pais through the folcmn ftilbcfs 

of 
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of forefts, to mafe along romantic ftreams, but that 
a ftrangcr may enjoy them with confidence, and quit 
the high-way without ri(k of loGng hiipfclf, he 
ihould firft afcertain by his map the direftion of the 
. road, and place himlclf on the fide to which it in- 
clines. Any paths on that fide are Ihort cuts, aiidi 
wll lead him again into the road. If there be ^ 
village in view, the path may be followed with the 
xnore confidence, as the high roads arc almoftajways 
drawn through the villages. 

With a knowledge of thje Geripan and French 
languagesyand an attention to thofe circumftances, I 
was able to difpenfe with a gqidc) and favc nearly 
half the money I muft have otherwifc expended. 
The conveyances between the principal towns are 
ib, frequent, that a pcrfon may always fend for- 
ward his portrhanteau. In the interval, a fine muflit\ 
fliirt is but a trifling incumbrance in the pocket. 

A ftranger will not find the feme facilities, unlefe 
Ije not only fpeaks German, but is fo familiar with 
the language, as to underftand it through a mod 
barbarous guttural accent^ worfc even than the v/orft 
in Sw^bia. 

Of the adherence of the Swifi to old roodea of 
Cxpreflion, their more frc^^uent ufc of the defcripti ve 
liaipcs of the months is an agreeable example. 
They generally lay Horning- month, from the Ihoot- 
ing of the deer's anders, for February; Fallow- 
fiipatbj for June' J H^y-momb^ for Julyj Ear- 

months 
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month> when the corn is reaped, for Auguft j Harveft- 
month, for September j Winc-nionth, for Oftober^ 
Winter-month, for November? Chrift-month, for . 
Pecember. And thefe denominations are more in 
iifc among the catholics than the proteftants, The 
French nomenclature ijs, in this refpcd, neither 
entitled to the merit of novelty, nor fubjed to the 
charge of atheifm. In moft of the good inns, 
tiiere is fomf^body who fpcaks French 5 but fo- 
reigners don't always know that this is the language 
of only a very fmall diftrlcl, added by conqueft and 
treaty to the canton of Berne. The fuperior liter- 
ature of this and Geneva, which once belonged ta 
SwifTerland, would naturally give abroad a French 
oamc to the country* 

SHAFFHAUSEN. 

I arrived here from Stockach, and pafled at the 
foot of HoRentwicl. This hill fort is now in ruins. 
Asa fortrefs it was of litde ufe, being much too 
fmall to be a good depot, and in a fituation that 
pammands nothjpjg of importance. But it con- 
tained great treafurfs, which I was told 'caufed it to 
bc.furrendered, on a promilc being given of Iharing 
them with the commandaat. Before evacuating 
Germany, the -French dcmolifhed the fortifications 
of this, as they did of the other places that fell intp 
fheir hands. ShafFhaufcn contrafts moft agreeably 
with the mean and dirty towns through which I 
lately had to pafs. The entrance to it from the 
fide of Stifling, is the i^oft pidurcfque. The 
• Rhine 
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Rhine flows on the left, and a romantic road winds 
along the foot of the mountain which overhangs 
^the oppofitc (hore. Within a quarter of a mile of 
the. town is a hill, whence it is firft difcovcred 
fituated in a bafon, furrounded byvineyards, gar- 
dens and country-houfes. Its fpires add to the cffeft 
cf this charming fccncry. Several boats defcending 
the river and ftationcd at the quay, exhibit the ani- 
mated appearance of x:omraerc;e, and convey to the 
mind the.pleafing ideas of induftry and its rewards. 
At the entrance of the town ftood the famous bridge, , 
of which not a wreck remains. I. was told that the 
arch-duke Charles had offered, if the French would 
^are fuch ai^oblc work, to obferve the ftrifteft 
neutrality at that point. Every body muft regret 
that this generous offer was not accepted, which, 
without endangering the lafety of either party, 
would have been fo fervipeablc Co the town and' 
the public. This place has feveral good mills, 
which fupply a great, deal of meal and flour to the 
interior" of Swiflcrland. It has alfo a great maga- 
zine of fait, where that valuable cofnmodity may 
be always purchafed. That^ like every other 
public building, which belonged heretofore to the 
cantons, is now called national propertyj and not 
pear fo well preferyed by the Helvedc, as it was by 
the former government, The town is neat, built 
in ftone, the (hops arc well furnifhed, and, every 
thing prefents the exterior of comfort. I fhould 
however except a bookfcller's, the only one I was 
pld, and perhaps on that account, badly furniihed. 
Xhk^rc is^ a tpleraWe ncwfpapcr publifhed here, 

, whiclx 
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^yhich has a confiderablc circulation in Swiflcrland^ 
Jjc was eagerly read, by the friends of the national 
^ revolution^ which it favoured. This is, perhaps, the 
proper name to give that tranquil and orderly change 
that took place after the departure of the French 
troops. Every other revolution wa§ in a great 
ipeafurc Fricnch, 

At the Ihip, I faw a number of Engliftj carriage^ 
before the door, and as I always found an advantage 
in not Hopping at the inns which the Engliih frc-F 
quented, I went on to the crown, where J found atten- 
dance and accommodatidn excellent. Another gen- 
tleman and I dined on a cold dinner of fine baked 
trout, roaft chickens and excellent ham, veal and 
fallad, deflert of fruit and bifcuits, aqd a mafi and a 
half of wjne-r-two IpliTglifh bottles, for forty-eight 
kreutzers ^ acb. iV^cording to the exchange at the 
time, this was not more than is. gd. a piece. I had 
been too late for the table d^hote, which was better 
fervcd, and would have coft more. A very good bed, 
good room, and a breakfaft the next morning of 
green tea, &c^ is. g^d^ in all 3s. 6d.' After dinner 
we went to fee the fall of the Rhine at LaufFen. 
This magnificent cataraft muft be viewed from both 
fides. It is beft to crofs the rjver firft, and come, 
jdown by the caftle qf Lauffcn. You thus avoid 
feeing the fall, until yoy arrive at the raoft favoura* 
ble point of view, which is from ^ little bridge 
under the rock, quite clofe to the riv^r. The im- 
mediate fenfations of furprize, grandeur and admi- 
fation, arc Jiciphtened, ng dguljt by the fceming 

^angei* 
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danger of the pofition.. Afttr remaining here about 
an hour, contemplating this delightful objeft, the 

, (ky began to lower, the thunder rolled in loud peals 
through the furrounding mountains, and there fell 
the firft rain I had feen fmcc I left Drcfdcn. It 
could not come more opportunely to complete my 
enjoyment. The futnmcr was the hottcft and drieft 
I -ever experienced. But here was no flicker ; fo I 
rolled up my coat and waiftcoat very tight, and witli 
the bundle ia niy hand walked home iii my fliirt/ 
This I could change, but my portmanteau was gone 
to Zuric J and happily, the cuftom I had givep my-. 
Jelf of exercifing in wet clothes, left me no fear for 
the confequences of being well drenched. Next 
morning I fct off fufEciendy early to have time 
enough for examining the waterfall from the right 
bank, before the departure of the boats for Eglifau, 
The diftahce is about half a league, and the road 
very plealanti now approaching the. river, and again 
receding. The floping fides of the banksare covered 
with vines, and the fummits of the hills crowned 
with wood. Nearly oppofite the caftle of LaufFen is 
another fine view of the fall : though not equal to 
the firft in terrific efFcft, it has the beautiful circum-^ 
ftance of a long reach of the Rhine, which is turned 
ofF to the left, about eight hundred yards below the 
pataraft, by a* bend of the oppofite mountain. On 
defcending to the*ftiore, the fenfations are difitrent," 

' though the objefts are the ftmc. One finds himfelf 
in a very deep glen, with no apparent ifluc but 
down the river. At four fipet is a confiderable ex- 
tent' of ftill water thrown off by the torrent into 

the 
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the elbow of the valley. There cannot be a more 
coHvement bath. Direftly oppofiie is the whole 
ma(s of the Rhine tumbling from a precipice of 
about fixty feet, and };ou are fecure and tranquil in 
its waters. The fpray rifes like a great white cloud j 
when the fun fhines, it muft exhibit all the prifmatic 
colours. I had not however the advantage of fee- 
ing this appearance. The acceflbries are fine. Oft 
one fide the cattle of LaufFen^ perched on the top 
of the mountain,. This charming rcfidcnce was in* 
habited heretofore by a bailli from Zuric. Oppo- 
fite is a large private dwelling, and lower down a^ 
mill. Let objedks be ever fo grand, I am moft 
pkafed with them when they have the accompani- 
ments of life and culrivation. The great beauty^ 
of this celebrated wtfterfail, ariies from the immeofb 
mafs of waters. The height appears as nothings 
Whoever has ieen after heavy raips, the iall of 
Powerfcoort, in the county of Wicklow, in Ireland, 
has fcen, perhaps> a finer objeft : one certainly that 
will delight him more, if, to the embelUfhments of 
a cheerful fcenery, he prefer the gloom of. ancient 
oaks, and the ftillnefs of a deep folitude. Unlefs 
it be that of Lauffcn, it is not too muth to fay, that 
the waterfall of Powerfcourt is iuperior to any thing 
of the fame nature in Swiflerland. 

Inienfibly a great crowd had ^flcmbled. Thcfe 
were perfons who came like myfelf, to take their 
paflage down the Rhine i but they were going to 
the fair of Zurzach. Three large canoes werC- 
laflicd fide by fidCj and feats laid acroS. In thofc 

we 



we embarked under the guidance of three rfie'di 
The number of thcfe muft be at leaft equal to tha^ 
of the canoes ; for^ when the voyage is perforraedi 
they are fcparated, and each man works ^ back a 
canoe in the eddies of the dream* 

The navigatiOHi without being at all tedious, ba# 
the advantage of offering a condnued fucceflion of 
bold and varied landfcapes. It brought to my mind 
the defcriptions I had read of the Ohio, which 
fome dear friends of mine were defcending,' pro- 
bably at that moment i and where otkers ftill dearer 
to rae propofed to follow^ GonfcioUs of their good 
nature, and that 1 could in no refpcft furpafs them 
in kindnefs, I caQly perfuaded myfelf that they, at 
th? fame ttme> beW me in their thoughts, fince I 
was thinking of them. This fanciful notion caufed 
an expanfion of heart, that gave freer admiffion to 
the imprcfllons of pleafure. Who has ever enjoyed 
the beauties of nature, when his foul was not full of 
love or friendfhip ? 

My reverie was mterrupted too foon by the fight 
of fome deftrudive traces of the late war. They 
wefc Tuins of another fine bridge, which the French 
army broke down for its fecurity^ After that its 
pofition became indeed very ftrong : the fteep and 
elevated banks of this part of the river, rendering 
it very difficult to pafs. Here was the face of one 
of thofe great baftions on Maflena's firft line of 
•(defence, of which the lake of Conftance formed 
the curtam, 1 was no wife rcluftant however for 

the 
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the prefcnt, to drop the Gonfideration df thae 
general's grand operations, in order to attend to a 
petite guerre which was carried on with a good deal 
of yivadty among the paffenger;5. They had begun 
to difcufs the merits of thofc commotions then ma- 
nifcfting themfclvcs in Swiflcrland. The perfbns 
were moftly pedlars, mechanics, muficians, and the 
more interefting to me, as I could learn from them, 
what was the difpofition of the poorer claflcs towards 
thofe meafures, which I had fccn dcfcribed already 
in the French papers, as machinations of the old 
oligarchy. I did what I could to prolong the dif- 
cuffion, and had very litdc thanks for the manner^ 
as I pretended to be of opinion with an unfortunate 
fellow, who fpoke' fomewhat in fupport of the 
Franco- Helvetic government. But in taking the 
votes, I, fhpuld not reckon myfclf, fince I was a 
ftrangcr, and that befides, my oppofidon was only a 
ftratagem to draw out the fcntiments of others. Of 
fcvcnty-nine perfons who compofcd the company, 
there was but that one, except myfclf, who raifcd 
his voice for the cftablilhed government. This 
was a very fmall proportion in its favour, and yet I 
really believe at prefcnt, that it had not a greater 
throughout Swiffcrland, at the epoch of the fifft 
conful's manifcfto. 
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1 ijulttcd the boat at Eglifau, and proceeded! US 
Zurie by the high road. It is exceediogly well • 
made of a kind of Umeftone gravel, very like the 
material which coiupofe the highways of Irclahd. 
It leads through a fine country, ^here groves of 
oak and well cultivated fields are inter^erfed^ 
There are fevcral gentle undulatiom of furfacc 
bounded ^by diftant great hills, and the whole is 
a vale without being a flat* I met with a good 
deal of clover, fome fields of beans, hcofjp that 
looked very well, and many planutions of potatoes^ 
but tbefe were ipcwJcd by che excclBve. droughti, 
On this iidc of Kloten the country becomes more 
ctofe and more hilly. Here we rbay fey, arc the 
advanced, pods of the huge mountains behind. The 
Glat is Cngular in this country for its lazy courfe 
and marlhy banks. 

The appeslfance of JZ uric is prepoflcffing. It 
is toierabiy well built, having fcveral fine haufes, 
and. but iew very mean ones. The view from the 
bridge, cannot be eafily furpaffcd. It offers the moft 
agreeable objcds around you, and the grandeft in 
profpfcft. The town-houfe and public library on: 
one fide s the great corn magazine and a confider-* 
able number of bandfome dwellings on the other. 
The beautiful limmat and lake in front. On your 
left, the fliorerifes gradually to a moderate clcva- 
tbn, and amidft its excellent vineyards, is fo thickly 
ftudded with neat white houfcs, as, to appear a 'con- 
tinued 
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tinucd and charming village* The right fide is 
more bold, and though very well culcivatcd on tha 
border of the lake, ia comparatively wild and woody. 
The back ground is formed by the Schmabelberg}\ 
and farther off ftrctches the fublimc Albis. The 
rivers themfelves form a contraft. The Limmat 
paffing through the great rcfervoir of the lake, has 
its hanks full, and its waters clear. The Sihl de- 

^ fcending from the heights of Miten and the Albis, 
exhibits the traces of a mountain torrent— its banks 
torn, its. channel rocky, fometimes overflowing, and 
fometimes dry.* This view of mountains and water, 
this difpiay of what is fublime and beautiful, tranf- 
ports the mind of itfelf j but what makes me dwell 
with mofl complacency on its chs^rms, is the pidurc 

, of life, enjoyment and utility, with which it is 
corpbined. 

No town, rnore than Zuric, offers mvications to 
pts inhabitants to walk abroad* T^ierc are charm-- ' 
ng promenades on the ramparts, in the garden of 
he orphan-houfe, on the little ifland where the 
river ifTues from the lake, and on the bridges. Out- 
fide the town they are very numerous in all direc- 
tions, and that whether you wifh to carry them far, 
or make them fhort. Whoever has had the happi- 
lefe of reading Gcfner in the original, will vifit 
«^ith peculiar intercft, the maufoleum ercdted to him 
in the park. Its fituation is romantic, near the »/ 

3oint where the Sihl falls into the Limmat It is 
V C furroundcd 
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'/urroundcd with weeping willows, and executed 
hvith tafte. The monument is of black marble, and 

^n one fide there is a medallion in white marble, rc- 
prefenting Gefner's profile, which they told nie was 
a good likcneft. I could not fee without emotion 
the image of him who firft introduced me to the 
beauties of German poetry, at an age when all ray 
fenfibilities were ardent and fufceptible. Can we 
be furprifed that the beft of all bucolic writers 
Ihpuld belong to a country the moft pidurefquc; 
where paftoral modes of life need not be fancied, 
but are found ; and real fhepherds are not infipid 
perfonages, but warriors and ftatcfmen, who have 
not loft the fimplicity of manners that belongs to a 
fcqueftered people. 

As I meant to turn to the eaftward from Zuric> 
and not come again to the neighbourhood of the 
town, I ftaid here a few days to vifit its environsj 
The walk to Burgli and fhe view from the inn arc 
particularly dcferving of attention. It is near th^ 
Sihl. 

Whoever takes an intereft in the operations of 
armies, (hould follow the courfe of the Limmat to 
Baden, and fee where the French pafled to attack; 
the Ruffians. This diftriA, remarkable before for 
iiit beauties of nature, will be diftinguiftied here 
after for an event of the utmoft importance to the' 
fate of Europe. 

Towards 
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I'owards the latter end of May, 1799, the Auf- 
trians pafled the Rhine between Coblentz and 
KciferftcchI, with the defign of cutting off from ' 
Zuric the French army which at that time occupied 
the line of the Thur. Had this important ma- 
noeuvre fucceedcd, the French muft have loft at 
leaft the whole of Swifferland weft of the lake of 
Zuric, that country precifely which afterward 
enabled them to make fo great a defence, and to 
wait for all their reinforcements. The better to 
conceal this movement on theif right, the Auftrians 
attacked at the fame time by their left from Andel- 
fingen to Wyl. , Maflcna, however^ who knew full 
well what would have been beft for themi was not 
deceived as to the real attack^ but repelled it with ' 
.great vigoiir and confiderable lofs to the enemy. 
tThe Auftrians were preparing another attack againft 
Zuric, when Maffena by the vigilance and aAivity 
•of his defence, .andcipated their projeft- His ad- 
-vanced guard furprifed them at Frauenfeld, and 
'made terrible havoc, while he himfelf concentrated 
his force on the Glat,' the better to fuftain Zuric» 
The Auftrians had planned their operations very 
"well likewife, for during thefe movements t;hcy 
a<5tcd from the cantons of Glaris and Schwitz, in 
the rear of Maflena^s army. But they failed here* 
owing to the able difpofidons and vigour of Le- 
courbe.' Thefe fuccefles did not ftop the arch- 
duke, (when men are at war, they miift go on as 
long as they are able.) In the beginning of June 

C a . he 
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he caufcd fome attacks on Ma£fena*s right, which 
from the pofition of both armies, was now the moft 
advantageous to gain. The French general forcfaw 
frooi it a general attack, and prepared accordingly. 
It took place on the 4th of June,- but'cxhibitcd none 
of thofe Ikilfal manoeuvres which difplay and teach 
the art of war. I met in Bohemia with an Auftrian 
officer of grenadiers who was engaged, and who 
told me that the aftion confifted of a number of 
feparate attacks, aiade by grenadier battalions^ un- 
fapported by the lifte. He named an Auftrian 
lieutenant-general to me, who was convenient 
enough to give fupport, but he was jealous of the 
general who commanded the attack On the 5th 
was the great battle which gave Zuric to the Auf- 
trians. They were reinforced by frefli troops, had 
fifty pieces oif cannon in their front, and were com- 
manded by the arch-duke in perfon. This battle 
was better condu6led than' the laft, but the Auftrians 
were now under the difadvantage of having been 
beaten the day before, and the French had the en- 
couragement of that day*s fuccefs. They triumphed 
moft decidedly, for not to be forced in their po(i-i 
tion was to conquer. Yet they received orders tcj 
retreat in the night, and their general in his difpatch 
to the direftory, alledged, that his pofition was nc 
longer tenable. Undoubtedly, he knew his owr 
fituacion bcft; but my Auftrian informed mc, tha 
he did not, think him under any fuch neceffitjr, ani 
attributed his retreat to other rcafons: The pofi 

tio 
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tion of Maflena dcfcrves to be ftudicd. The head 
quarters were placed firft at Brcmgarten, and whca 
he was preparfng for his great battle againft the Ruf- 
fians, renwved afterward farther back to Lenzburg, 
the better to deceive the enemy, by the falfe prepa- 
rations and divifions at Stanz, The bridges on the 
Lrimmat were broken down. A perfon cannot 
travel through theft places, without thinking, here 
is where one of the firft generals of the age took z • 
defenfive pofition, here is where he baffled a vifto- 
rious enemy, ably commanded. From this he iffued 
to fight a battle on which depended the fate of a 
great jart of Europe, Such were the movements, 
which, caeteris paribus, gave him the viftory. The 
fubjeifts of inftruftion arc numerous, and the volume 
is before him. 

The preparatory n^anceuyres for the batdc of 
Zuric were made by Lecourbe on the right. About 
the end of Auguft he had re-taken the St. Gothard, 
taken poft at NaFcls, and driven Hotzc beyond the 
I Linth. At_Brugg flraw was ordered to be collcded 
In**'! riili^^-thoTifand mtT^, viA aU^tbe boats on the 
Aar were put in requificion. Thcfe demoriftcatjons 
at Br.ugg, had the cffed of deceiving the Ruffian 
general Korfakow, and under favour of them the 
Limmat was croflcd at Dicrikon, Everything was 
fo well prepared, and the covering fire of Jthe 
French artillery fo efFeftual, that m two hours time 
the bridge was conftruaed, an4 eight thoufand of 

the 
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the French had paflcd. At the fame time the paf^ 
fage of the Linth was forced about fifty miles dif- 
tanr, between the lake^ of Zuric and WaUenftadtj^ 
fuch is the great fcale^on which was fought this' me- 
morable battle. After thefe fucceflfes, Zuric wasj 
fummoned to furrender,. but contrary to the ufagcs? 
of vAar, the flag of truce was fired on. The"Rwr- 
fians diJ not perhaps know as yet the whole ej^tent 
of their misfortune, and were befides exceedingly 
exafperated againft the French, who, they were told, 
woukl guillotine any of themi that were taken pri- 
foncrs. The Ruffiafts were routed, the Auftrians 
were beaten, and all Wickham's ^nd Suwarrow's 
fine plans were fruftra^edi though, to do them juf- 
tice, thev feem to have been well concerted. The 
enemy loft thirty-thoufand men, and two hundred 
pieces of cannon by thi^ battle. Never was any 
thing tpore complete. That which made it com- 
plete, however, was the fuccefs on the Linth. But 
for this, the advantages of Maflena^s center could 
' not have been decifiye. To which we muft add 
the bad conduft of Korfakow in flying to the!, 
Rhine, when he fhould rather have joined with the 
Auftriarj:;, -f n j toge^ther fallen again on the Linth, or 
.at leaft on the Thur. This would have approxi- 
mared hm to Suwarrow, who, as he knew, was 
coming from Italy, and w6u]d have hindered Maf- 
fena from detaching fuccours to Lecoiirbe, of which 
this genera] was in great need.*' But if one general 
did not conimit faults, where, would have been th^e 

fame 
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ifatne of fo many fortunate commanders ? On the 
conduft of fuch great litigants 1 fliould not hazard 
an opinion, if the remarks I offer had not been con- 
firmed to me, by perfons verfcd in the fcience ta 
which they apply. 

The temporary refidence of the Ruffians and 
Auftrians in Zuric, was ferviccable to the French 
caufc, Tjiefe reftorers of regular government per- 
fccutcd fuch perfons as had rebelled againft the 
oligarchy, they committed feveral to prifon, and 
tranfported one or two to Liridau. In Thurgovia 
and Toggenbourg, heretofore fuBjeft diftri6ls, the 
friends of the revolution were numerous* They 
fufFcred for a timej but^ after fortune changed, 
their perfecutors did pot fuffer. The French army . 
obferved the bed difcipline. If their general 
levied heavy contributions,, he at the fame time pre- 
vented pillage, which always waftes more, and is far 
more oppreffiiye. In a country^ which had been 
lately the feat of fo many battles, it was fufprifing 
to find fo few traces of devaftation. From Ho- 
henlinden to Stockach, from Zuric to the Muthen- 
thal, there arc not many marks of the fhock of 
armies : almoft every thing, but the face of mourn- 
ing, wears the afpe£t it did before. It is only where 
oppreflcd fubjefts have unfucccf^fully revolted, that 
ruined towns and defolated villages attcft the triumph 
of a tyrant. The conqueror in. this cafe does not 
4read retaliation, and gluts hi$ revenge. The ba- 
lance 
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lance of power muft have contributed greatly to ren- 
der modern wars more humane -, and I (hould be 
\XTy apprehenfive, in cafe, any power bccan^e too 
preponderating^ that the barbarities of ancient war-^ 
fare would reconnimence. 

The right bank of the lake is another delightful- 
outlet, nor is there any p^th going off from it thstt 
does not lead to fome plcafant point of view. Sail- 
ing parties arc frequent on this beautiful water. 
From its curved form, the objeds are let in fuc- 
ceflively, and time allowed to examine them in 
detail Boats are ^t the fame time in fufficient 
plenty, and not unrcafonabfy dear. Like the other 
lakes of Swifferland it abounds with fifti :, all the 
different kinds of which are extremely well paint- 
cci in the hall of the town houfe, their names give^i, 
and the rnonths in which they are in fcafon. Ac- 
cordingly that part of itsi natural hiftory is familiar to 
every perfon at Zuric. This fame town houfe is 
the beft ftrudurc in the city. The whole lower 
ftory is ornamented over each window on the out- 
fide with bufts of Helvetic patriots. Happy coun- 
try which could boaft of fo many ! There is a 
motto to each, defcriptive of the charafter or at- 
chievements the perfon, but being written of in Latin 
it cannot convey knowledge or excite emulation, ex- 
cept where vye ought not to fuppofc them wanting. 
I could not behold without great intcreft and emo- 
tion the effigies of Werner of Stauffach, Arnold 

Andcrhaldeh 
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Andcrhalden of Mclchthal, and Walter Furft, who 
concerted the generous confpiracy which emanci- 
paccd their country. They had the good fortune 
to fucceed 5 their names will ever live and be ho- 
liouredj the glorious cauffr of liberty has been 
promoted by their atchievcments. Joining magna* 
nimity to courage they did not tarnifh the glory of 
their exploits by afts of revenge againft their former 
oppreflfors. Such are the heroes on whom wc caa 
bcftow unrefcrved applaufc. Zuric has a caffe tiu 
terairey where ftrangers are received with great 
politciiefs, and find a convenience not common ia 
Swift towns-^that of a public room with newspaper* 
^nd magazines. It had three Paris papers and fcve- 
rai German ones. By that of the defenfeurs de la 
fatric 1 had the happincfs to find that the friends 
froni wh6m I lately parted were lafely arrived in 
Amfterdam, The news was no lels unexpcded than 
pleafing, and the cfFc£t fo lively, as always to caufe 
an aflbciation in my mind, between plealurc and 
the remembrance of that evemng^ 

The cafFe litteraire is oppofite the fword inn. 

[It is kept by a clergyman and his wife. He was 

chaplain to a Swifs regiment in the French fervice 

I before the revolution i hut being deprived by that 

event of his chaplaincy, and receiving no penfion 

from any of the govcrnmenrs tliat followed, he was. 

forced into this line of induftry. The undertaking 

^ a public advantage, and I fincercly wiih it may 

' •■ ' be 
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be a private benefit. The proprietor is himfclf 
obliging and communicative^ and his houfe the 
refort of good company. Enquiring from him the 
price of living, he told me that a family confift 
ing of a man and his wife> three children and two 
fervants, might rent a neat houfe, give a friend a 
family dinner, and live genteely for two hundred 
guineas a year j but that for two hundred and 
fifty they could live elegantly. Perfons who were 
obliged to retire upon a fmall income, would find 
this town, I imagine, an agreeable rcfidence, if they 
brought fome good introdudions. It is not defi- 
cient in literary fociety, it has fome precious col 
leftions of books and natural hiftory, and ifwith 
this, the hofpitiality of the inhabitants fliould cor- 
refpond to the appearances of eafe, and even opu- 
lence remarkable through their country villas, one*i 
time mud pafs here agreeably enough; It is much 
to be regretted that German is riot well fpoken in 
Swiflerlandi if it were, every body fliould go there 
to learn that intercfting language in preference ^even 
to Leipfig. 

By a Swifs officer whom I met here I was inform- 
ed that the canton could fet on foot twenty-four thou- 
men. That the arfenal, until the French plunderec 
it, had arms and a train of artillery for thatnumbei 
of foldiers. The defpdiiing of the arfenals howevei 
was not a difarming of the people ; for, cxclu 
lively of public depots eyery Swifs had his own 

^rms 
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arms, in which he muft have appeared properly 
Kcoutred before he could get a licence to marry» 
Thefe private arms which they retained, account 
for the ftate of equipment in which they took the 
field this autumn. 

One of my pleafanteft cxcurfions was to the Albis 
diftant about three hours walking. Here it was 
that the French general, fecure as an eagle in his 
airy, looked down with unconcern on the hods of 
his enemies, undl,.in his own time, he thought fit 
to fweep the vale with his brave demi-brigades, and 
m three days fruftrate all the triumphs of a cam- 
paign. They told mc at the inn that the day pre- 
vious to this memorable batde, thty began to fuf- 
ped fome intended movement, on account of the 
number of officers who came to the commanding 
general at their houfes; but that, except from this 
circumftance alone, they had no indication of what 
followed. The troops marched off in the night 
from their camp, in fuch profound filence as not 
to have been heard by the perfons in the houfes on 
the road fide. The accommodation at this inn is 
very good, and the view, from the windows of 
*the fccond floor, fuch as would fix admiration, if 
I one of the finetl in Swiflerland was not within a 
' quarter of an hour's walk. It is from a ruin on the 
creft of the Albis at its fouthern extremity. In 
going to it, pne is furprifed to find, at the height 
pf twelve hundred and thirty-five feet above the 

level 
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level of the lake, excellent fields of oats and pota- 
toes, a deep foil, and large forcft timber. Fortu-. 
nately the weather was clear, an advantage which I 
had during the whole of this journey, and one that 
richly compenfated for the exceflive heat and dry- 
nefs of the feafon. The firft ob^eft that fixes the 
attention is the lake, which is now difcovcred in its 
whole extent, with its Surface enlivened by the nu- 
merous boats that are engaged in fiftiing, or In trad* 
ing to Zuric. On turning round is feen a great part 
of the lake of Zug, with the intermediate popu- 
lous diftrid. The mountains to thecaft and fouthy 
the Etzel, the Rigi and Pilatus give this whole 
landfcape a fombrc colouring, that would mark it 
as the retreat of contemplation. But if the morn- 
ing view be folemn, that of the evening is chcarful, 
as well as jgrand. 

Throughout all this country a perfon muft be 
careful to arrange his time in fuch a manner, as to 
arrive in the evening to obferve thofe objcfts that 
are to the eaft and fouth. Illumined by the fettiog 
fun, the immenfe height of Alps with their brilliant, 
covering. of fnow, the lofty boundary of thegrecn-^^ 
eft pafturc and the richeft fields, is a fpcdlacle of 
grandeur, and a fourcc of enthufiafm, that we' 
ihould look for any where elfe in vain. If the beft 
views be to the weft, then isi the morning the feafbnj 
ofobfervation; andfhouldthe fituationlike the Albis, 
ijnite the peculiar beauties of both periods of the day, 

we 
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wc muft remain there over night. In returning from 
the Albis, one fhould defccnd to the Sihl and tread 
thcfc romantic retreats where Gefner meditated his 
charming Idyls. 

The better to prepare myfclf for thcfe excurlk)ns 

to the country as well as my farther tours, I went to 

a bookfcUer's on my arrival to pfocufc the only 

kind of guide I wanted. There are feveral iiiiic* 

rariesj among which a perfon may choofe according 

to the objeft of his enquiries. Dr. Abel's « in- 

ftruftions for a traveller," is the beft manual for 

indicating to him the objeds of natural beauty 

which he fliould vifit, and the inns^ where he will 

find the beft accommodation. The doiflor went 

on foot, which makes his work the more intereftw 

ing for a perfon who travels in the fame manner/ 

They who do not undcrftand German, may get a 

'French tranflation of his book printed at Baflc in 

^795' T^^^^ ^d the original are fold at Zuric« 

The' manuel de Vetr anger qui voyage en Sniffs 

' gives the diftances from one place to Another, an 

■ abftraft of the former conftitutions of the different 

cantons, and of their* hiftory. Tlus>ibook was 

. publifticd in 1790, has gone through thf^e editions, 

and may be had at Zuric. * :. . 

The relations, publiftied by oppofite parties of 
the late revolutions, fhould be confulted by thofc 

travellers 



/ 



y> 



%6 A ftAlMTBt* 

travellers for whom the moft important objeA 6^ 
enquiry is man. When a perfon has irriprefled them 
well on his memory, he will be able to bring them 
clearly under difcuffion, compare them quickly 
with one another, afccrtain what is admitted qt\ all 
fides and form a refult, as impartial, and as near the 
truth, perhaps, as can be had. The time that he 
ftays in different town^ will enable him to read, he 
can arrange his queftions, and at lead fonnie of the 
aftors are on the fpot, from whom, if he interrogates 
them with politenefs, he is fure of getting anfwcrs* 

The town and country had already begun to take 
part in the defigns of the fmall cantons. But thefc^ 
which from the very beginning were adverfe to the 
central*, or Helvetic government, had fooner or^ 
ganized their refiftance. In the others, the move- 
ments were as yet circumfped and flow. The town 
of Zuric appeared, to me more forward than the 
^canton, and as in the town, the perfons who moffc 
warmly efpoufcd the infurreftion. of the democra- 
tic cantons, were themfclves nobles, or exmem- 
bers of the former fovereign councils, there fecms i 
to-be good reafon to conclude, that what they firft 
looked to or at lead what feme of them firft ex- 
pcAed was a rcftoration of the ancient order of 
things. Whether they entertained any fuch abfurd 

projeft 

• Names given to the government under the confiitu- 
tion of the 25th of May 1802. 
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projed or did not, it is certain that the former fo- 
vc reigns, oligarchies as well as democracies look the 
lead in the meafures to fubvert the central govern- 
ment, and that the former fubjcfts of thofe fovc- 
reigns only followed. In lefs than two months they 
came to a better underftanding, and an almoft una- 
nimous concert. It was cafy to (hew that the or- 
ganization of the conftitution left no liberty to the 
people, and that any iritercft which prevailed in the 
Icnate would domineer over the Country. The 
objedions principally infifted on were, that the 
government was too expenfivc, ill-adopted to their 
localities, ^nd too like the French in its powers* 
The latter reafon was not fct forth in any of their 
public a<5ts; but was frequently afEgned in their 
converfations. The fccond is fo vague as to have 
been intended, 1 fuppofe, to conceal the third, 

A pcrufal of the conftitution' itfeli* will prove 
"that the objeftion to it on the fcorc of. liberty is 
v?ell founded. Of this a ftranger can be judge. 
We muft receive that againft its expenfivencfs from 
thofe, whofe oppofition to it followed their expe- 
rience. 

A conftitution, 

/* I meant to have added it in an appendix j but the rat 
is now dead, and it is ufelefs to drag it forth. 
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A cpQ(Htutioi>, which is fb organized a4 to feiU 
dcr nugatory the ek6tian$ of reprtfcntativeson the 
part of the people, is politically a defpotifm, any 
other provifions notwithftanding. In fad' there is 
left in fuch a cafe every opportunity for abufc, and 
no redrefe but arms. Of two juries, which ele6t 
thcmfelves, and cannot each confift of more than 
fortj'-five members^ one offers a lift of perfqns fit 
to be reprefentatives, and the other jury <:i&(?(?/^J qui of 
that lift the reprefintaiives of the people in office for 
life. A fcnatc of twenty-four filtrated from thcfc 
pretended reprefentatives, propofes, withdraws, or 
xpodifies every plan of a law, and as for the reprefen- 
iatives/of tJbepejQpU they can offer no bill whateveF. 
A federal was not fupppfed to be a§ manageable as 
a fingle government*, or if managed, it ftill left 
many others to be gained* Hence I believe the 
caufc of that violence done to the moft darling 
prepoflcffions of the Swifs, in abolifhing their can- 
tooal politics. Provided the central government 
wa$ dependent on France, the more it was inde- 
pendent of the Swifs, the better for the foreign in- 
tcreft 'y and hence a new reafon for admitting into 
tl^jis provincial conftitution no portion of popular . 
liberty. The liberty of the prefs is never mention- 
ed, which is a great evil, where it is the prafiicc 
of the conftituted authorities to atrributc/to them- 
fclves every thing, that is not exprcfsly rcferyed* 
Whereas the contrary would be the better praftice, . 

to 
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to arrogate to thetnfelvcs notwitbftariding, which 
they did not cxprcfsly receive. 

As might be eipcfted in fuch a fcrmeht of the 
public mind, leading' men were varioufly repre- 
fcntcd; Reding zt\A Bolder more than any others 
engaged the aftivity of cenfure or approbation. It 
would be uncandid to repeat the exaggerations of • 
the partizans of either i but the medium of what 
\Vas allowed on all fides isj that Aloys Reding is a . 
xna'n of great firmnefsand intrepidity^ a good foldier 
who had already diftinguiflied himfclf id vaiitageoufly 
againft the Frchchi and Who would not feaf to meet 
them again on equal teiriris. His want of talents ' 
as a flatefman was infifted dn by his enemies, and 
his friends were filent. He belongs to one of thC' 
ihoft diftinguifhed families of Schweitz : this, toge- 
ther with his perfonal qualifications^ gave him a lead' 
in the canton which led Helvetia* Bolder was ac- 
knowledged by all parties to be a man of abilities 5 
but Capable of ufing them well or ill, as migbt foit 
his perfonal views, . He had already obtained the 
nb very enviable diftinftion of being fcleftcd as the* 
fitteft aflbciate (or Ocbs^ in the. Helvetic diredlorjf- 
This favour was conferred on him by Rapinati when 
that rapacious' pro- conful lorded over Swiflcrland 
with all the dcfpotifm of an Irilh viceroy. The 
number of Bolder*s cenfurers was increafed by 
fome circumftances in his private life, which ftiocked 
the purity of mprals in a country where they arc 

D ' ftill 



24 ^ SilMBUrS 

flill refpefled; bat which, ia Paris or Lomion^ 
vrould not be deemed unbecomiog the bead of tho 
governmcnti ^Bolder is a native of the canton of 
Zuric, and owes his rife from an humble (lation to 
hiS; fUppIenc6 and bis talents. He had fopplantcd 
Reding in the govcrotjnent^ and contrived to fecuie 
to himfclf the fevour of the French> by whom be ^ 
has been fopported ever fiocc. When we fee a ma-^ 
giftrate, without the eoofidenee of his couQtrymen, 
n&aintained in the higheft ftation by the affiltance of 
2 foreign pawer, we cannot be at a Jofs, which to 
atcribu^ his continuance Jn office to the love of his 
country or of his place; nor to fofefce whether he 
wilt be mod faithful to the authority which fupporta 
him, OP to the nation wlrich he rules, ^ However frc-, 
qucnt the cxampks of political delinquency, every, 
honourable mind mud deipijfe a bafe fpirii;, and. 
condemn him, whoever he may be> that upholds:, 
over his native country thedominioa of any other. 

From the moment that France gave a govern- 
ment to the Swifs, its inSueoce was unbounded in, 
their councik While it had afd army iri their, 
country, every agenjc of the adminiftcatJon was ia^- 
d^fatigable in praifcs of the hajSpy connexion which 
fiibfitfcd between thcfe free republics. But the mo-' 
Silent that army Was withdrawn, the fabric it had 
reared, crumbled almoft. without an effort; and 
every unfhackelcd tongue refouridcd only the prailcs 
of, independence. In as much as the fubje<5lion of 

• Swiffcrland 



Swijlcrtand is an advantage to France> it rauft have 
given a goverocnent once itiore ca that country^ and 
feat back ks armies to enforce k. The laft fubju^ 
garion is thefefbre a fequel of the firfl, and refts (^a 
thoic conveniencies^ which are as facisfaftory ^ 
)uflice to the consciences of cabinets/ One cannoe 
have viewed the country, without copfidering whaC 
arc the advantages of itspoflcflion to the French, 
^nd ^at the e&6U to Italy and the empire: 
c^ccially as the policy of occupying it has been 
queflioned by a perfon of fuch high military autho^* 
xityj, as Car nou 

Iti forward pottttoti^ t^lch regard to tlie rmHtarf 
operations to be carried on agaiuft France frofli 
ttaljr and Auftria, breaks ail communicatioA be« 
tween the armies of the enemy > while oto the con* 
trary^ it coDncAs and confolidates the operations of 
the French, . Here their centre is iriexj»ignable^ 
and if even their wings arc forced back^ the enemy 
cannot advance to the jRhine or the Var, without 
leaving his rear and all hi$ communications expofed^ 
The Fpench can receive here all the reinforcements 
they may want, and ifluing, with foperior numbers 
from this centre, carry an army in a few mafQhe^^O 
the Danube or the Po. 

It is the central point of the chain of Alps which 

leparate France, Italy, and Germany, and contain* 

the fources of fcveral great rivers which flow 
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through thefe countries. Ic> confequentty s(flx)rdls 
along the vallies of thefe waters, inlets of ofTenfivc 
war&re, that render deciHye the advantages of the 
army which occupies itj above all of a French 
army $ iince the pafiages it opens into Italy and 
Germany, are far more numerous than thofc inta 
France* 

Italy was conquered by great atchietremehts andl 
jgreat good fortune ; but (till Auftria had greater 
facilities ' than France, of pouring armies into it 
while Swiflerland was neuter; hence the utility of 
poflciling this country for the maintenance of that 
conquefl. That advantage became ycry apparent^ 
after Italy had been loft in confcquencc of the 
grofleft faults. In fuch a conjunfture, h was alone 
the pofleffion of Swiflerland, which enabled die 
army of rcfervc to cut off the communications of 
the Auftrians, and by one fortunate battle, to de- 
prive them of the fruits of two glorious campaigns^ 
To be perfedly fcnfible how much the pofleflion of 
Swifferland, more than any thing elfe, contributed • 
to the fuccefs of the French, let us fuppofe the army 
of referve to have entered Italy where Bonaparte 
firft penetrated, and a viiSlory like that of Marenjgo , 
to have been immediately obtained j yet, what a 
feries of other vidtories equally brilliant with thofc 
,of ninety-five and ninety-fix, would have been (till 
rcquifite, before the Impcrialifts could be driveir 

behind 
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behind the Mincio ? confequently what innumerable 
chances af defending Italy ? 

After the French had been over-powered at 
Stockacb^ it was the poflcfHon of Swifierland which 
kept the war out of France. The Auftrian army 
dared not advance into Alface/ nor even to that part 
pf the Rhine^ becauie> if it did, its communication^ 
wpuld have been infallibly cut- SwiBcrland afforded 
the bcft poffible retreat, for it was oh the flank of the 
Tiadrious army, which bad the mortification of dc- ' 
ri^ng'no greater profit from its vidory, than not to 
be itfelf attacked, and of feeing the enemy in aa 
impregnable pofition, fecurely waiting for thofe 
reinforcements, which .were to renew jche wonted ca^ 
reer of his conquefts. It is, perhaps, not top much 
t<i advance, that Swilfcrland in the hands of th(g 
French, puts Italy wd Auftria at th^ir feet^ 

Carnot alledges* that the neutralifj^ of Swiffcr- 
land fpares to France an army pf forty thoufand 
jiien. Whenever a war was only a paftime of 
kings, it was very convenient for all parties, to have- 
a confiderabte portion pf their frontiers fccured 
without expence, by the neutrality of this country; 
in which cafe I admit, the force of the argument. 
When a.n aflailing force had nothing .to ofi^r the 
Swifs, but the naked horrors of war, forty thoufand 

* Anfwer to PaileaPs. report. 
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tneii wotild ndC hiftye i>eeti t^o niai]^ to fa»laQce 
their hoftility. France ^s a monarchy coald no; 
have CQriqiicrcd Swiflerland. As fuch, it would 
not have found any allies i for it would not have 
emancipated the fi^bje^s of the oligarchies fvcm a 
congenial defpotifm. It would then appe^ as a 
mere eiieiiiy, oflferiiig unquftKfied hoftilicy to afi 
parties. Self-intereA| and patriotic cntkuttafm^ 
wodd <x)mbilie to 4^kut k; But wheh the prttici* 
pies of the French revolution, together vwidi the 
abufes of the govemmeidts of Swifierland, had 
opened t^e ga(e^ ^f the country to i^e I<*r6ifch 
armies^ and given theiti a HundFed friers for oiidr 
enemy, ks oeucrality was vdiM no longer, encept tot 
the remnimts ^f the coalition* • 

A war, vs^hicJi int(?oiVe4 prkciples «h^t ittteretlcd 
all mankind, could not conclude like fcjuabblea 
begun in wantonnefs, and ended from laffitude^ 
When nations, and not fmplt armies are concerwd, 
^e cgb^ft muft bear feme proportii^n to <he rtiagnt^ 
tude o( the po^tv. Thus the wars for religious 
ft'eedom* changed the face of Europe t^nce befoi^e,^ 
9mi the war for politicil Kbcrty has chfcfi@ed k 
again. . 

Reafon, juftke, humanity, have to0 much ckufe 
toaccufc fcifilli policy and abufcd power > ^.ut wto 
of thofe that formed the coalition againft France, 
lias a right txy caft ^c tone? W*i,en the great 

powers 
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powers had united to reprefs riie fptrit of freeddCD, 
did they npt force ifito the confederaqr f uch of the 
weak oocs as were relufbatit? and if their owa 
tadics ioiere employed ^gastifttheni^ alasl it isaJoafe 
the friend of liberty who is eiTtltled to CQcliplaiii. 

The digafchies of SwiOTeiiand themfelv^i bore 
an aj^vt and coarpicuous tsimii^ lio the Freiipb 
cauie from the bc^mnng i even ibefere it wtA 
marked by ady of tkah ati'bcittes iifhidtx defikd its 
prognefe^ and when a diflike of it mud htveWti 
an avftrfion to the rights c^ roan. Refebiment at 
fuch oonduft^ the contagion of filch (example^ eo* 
operadag with the views of intereft ah-e^y ftated» 
wouM in the breaft df che direftpi^ is>e ineentivea» 
Aot juftifiable indeed^ but faumali. The ooofe* 
derates were fucccfsful in eyciting the fenatacifm cif 
rdigion againft the French t thefe were more fvc- , 
ce&fiil in rouHog againft the eonfederates the fpiric 
of liberty. The enemies of the rcvolurion g^ve 
the firft example of dcettUng every thing lawftd 
which could forward their dcfigns. The govchaors 
of France adopted whatever policy could naoft 
ahnoy their foes. When there was on all fides a 
convention of pfa<aice^ to make convenience alone 
the principle of a<aion> it was impofllbte that the 
irtiportance of Swiflerland could cfcape Ae rulccs^ 
of France, 
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A temporary intcrcft concurred with thofe more 
permanent ones that have been mentioned. There 
were twenty- five millions of Hvres in the trcaftjry of 
Berne, whiidh were wanted by Bonaparte, to equip 
his-expcditioa to Egypt. 

Swiflerland m.ight as yet, perhaps, have eujoyed 
a fort of tranquillity, except for the French revolu-r 
tion. This great event opened a confolatory prof- 
peft to all thofe who fofiered oppreflion, . but until 
then, were hopclcfs of redrefs. It alfo more fulljf 
developed to the people the nature of their own 
rights, and of the authority of their rulers, Againft 
that length of prefcription, which before feemed to 
Jegitimatc abufe, it opp<rfed the neceflity of un- 
equivocal affent between beings of the fame nature 
It unmafked every, prejvdice, it jollied every habit, 
for a moment it made mankind beings oi mere 
reafon, ai^d afterward all paffian. To the fcfutiny 
of fuch. men, Swiflerland would readily offer 
abufcs5 but evc^n to myfclf, a tranquil obferver, the 
refuit of enquiry has been a complete coqvjdlion, , 
that the great majority of the people of Swiflerland 
poflefled no political liberty, that^he^e were .many 
things which required reform, which their own 
rulers would never redify, and which thcreforie 
made the influence of France cafy and inevitable. 

Of the thirteen cantons, the government was 
oligarchical in fcvem The burgcfles of the capita^ 

towns 
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towns were .fove reigns of the country ; and even 
certain families of iqm^ of thefe towns, hel4 the 
Ibvcreignty in hereditary fucceffion. Frotn fove- 
reigns of this fort, often needy, often illiterate, 
^ways expofed to the (hocks of rivalfliip, and the 
Tallies of refcntment, independent of popular elec- 
tion, and unamenable 'to any tribunal on the part of 
the commons, what could be expeded but what 
happened ! Thefe were conftant afls of partiality, 
frequent meanneff^s, and occafional o^prefllon. la 
general, the organization confided of two councils, 
cxclufively chofcn from thefe privileged burgeflfcs^ 
The councils thus compofed, poflefKd the legifla- 
, Ovc, executive, and judiciary powers. No fove- 
reign will negledl his own interefti accordingly 
th^ fovereign traders of Zuric would not permit 
the ftibjeft manufafturers of the canton, to pur- 
chafe tlie raw material from any but a burgefs, nor 
fell their goods to any other purchafer. The trade 
of boiler and dyer was lucrative : it was made an 
appanage for the royal family of burgefles,. The 
town of Schafhaufen dealt in pork, and no pcafant; 
ivas allowed to re -fell a pig. The profcffion of a 
lawyer was lucrative, and in moft cantons it was 
referved to the oligarchs. The office of a clergy- 
.'xjian is advantageous and honourable; under che dor 
ininion of Schafhaufen and Zuric, no one could be 
» minifter but a burgefs. The proteft^int oligar- 
chies were more enlightened than the catholic ones, 

for 
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for the latter did nat referire the pricfthood exd\i- 
finely to their own order. 

For die doe adminiftration of juftice there w^re 
OOt precifelaW3 to diftinguiill crtracs, and appropri* 
ate punifliments. No law to protect the acculcd 
Ugainft the caprice or paflion of the judge 5 none 
fc«r allowing.hini council and every mea«is of defence^ 
The cuftom was. moreoyer to refer thie cafe to the 
Judge whofe turn it was to.prefidc, whatever might 
be his quaiificati0a$. But though there had faeca 
laws ifor all thisi what would' ^y avail a people wbta 
Jhld not the projtaStion of political power? They 
JO&M not avail them ^ainft the «nmtty of tiie 
fovereigni but tKey would have been erviceabie 
between ftian and jman^ Itook pains> on ibtne 
occafipnsgt to expUin the iiature of the trial by jury, 
<tod of the bill of habeas carpus, in the hope thac 
l^nother revolution would not pafe, without commU'^ 
nicating thw ioeftimaWe advantages to the people 
q( thiscoufttry, 

More than one lialf of the population of Swif- 
ferlancj was in the condition of fobjcifts to the thir- 
teen cantons, who fent in their turn fomc one of 
.%ht royal family, or the higheft bidder, to govern 
. ^n their name, and make his own fortune. In theie 
. 4emi-republics, none had the privile^s of repub« 
Jicans, but the tribes of the fovcreign towns, or 
cantons. The reft were as much fubjefts a$ if they 

livc4 
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lived imderany moMrchy, ainlhad all the fame r€a- 
jfbfis as luch fubjrfts to <kfire a thange, ^ Tithes 
^ fbrmcda principal part of the rereniies of the cantons. 
Tlic citizens paid thein at a thirteenth, and the fub- 
jcds at n tenth. The fubje6b were obliged to pajr 
for the public roads, and to defray fome other chatgcs* 

The ftatc of education in there pretended re- 
publics was as much negle&ed as in any country 
whatever. Schools for the ufe of the tnafs of the 
people were by no means entotrraged, for "it was 
♦f not expedient to make die common people too 
^ knowing^. Science and philofophy are but fcanty 
obligations to the German cantons ; but to do them 
juftkc, theology is much indebted to their atten- 
tion. The mafe, of the people is very ignorant. 
Where you hardly find curiofrty enough to read ^ 
hewlpaper, there cannot, in general, be enough to 
perufc volumes. In Zuric, a town of twelve or thir- 
i^een thoufand inhabitants, there was no pubJic place 
for reading the news, but the cofiBc litteraire, anovcl 
^ablilhment, and the fword inn. 

That the happiuefs t^f tfacfe cantons was not 
what feme peifotis pretend, who wifli to e^crcafe 
the pdiutn of the FreticJi invafion, "wrll appear frott^ 
the troubles and\infurreftions wtitch have occurred 
from ttrnc to time. In 1780 the Zorrc^rs had to 
fake the, field againft a revolt of the tnunicrpal town 
©F Stein. Jn jyyS the fubjcfh of the oligarchy of 
j^rJb^rg \^cre in* a ftate of infurrcdlion againft the; 
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fovcreigri. ThcZuricersand Bcrncfc had frequent 
employment in the Pays-dc- Vaudj and theft infur- 
reftions were not on the principles of the rights of 
man, but againft fragrant a61:s of oppreffion and 
abufes of power* The war of the pcafants in the 
feventeenth century, the infurrcdion of the county 
of Werdenburg in 17 19 and 1722, that of the 
Low Vaiais in 1 790, are accufations of bad govern- 
ment and injuftice. The latter infurrcftion was oc^ 
pafioncd by the extortion and rapacity of a bailli, 
and fuppreffed by the united forces of the democraric 
Jords of the Upper Vaiais, and the oligarchical 
fcigneurs of "Berne. Some communes of the can-^ 
fon of Zuric dared to remonftrajp in i-95 againft 
certain, flagrant abufes, for which thefe unfortunate 
communes were puniftied with the utmoft fury. Ii| 
ja country whofe liberty, fuch as it was, fprung frpm 
the denial of juftice and infufFerable tyranny, magif- 
trates fo^far forgot thcmfe}vesas to deny the limita- 
tion of their powers. They forgot that the rebclr 
lion of 1308 had eftablilhed the right of refiflanc^ 
to opprcflion. The democracies as well as the olir 
garchies cordially united to crufh thefe unfortunate; 
rebellions 5 for the demopracies had their fubjefts 
Jikewife. ,The whole weight of the confederacy 
was ready'to fall on whoever ftruggled for a redrefe 
pf grievance?. Such a combination was far top 
great an overmatch for the complainants, and^ no 
peighbouring power would regard the wrongs of 
fpbjefts before the French revoluripn. But every 
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yffherti the principles of this found as many friends, 
as there were peribns who fufFeredoppreffion ; and as 
many enemies, as there were men who committed 
injuftice. Hence the diminutive foirereigns of 
Swiflerland were as ferioufly alarmed as the poten« 
rates of Europe. They took a^clandeftine part in 
the quarrel of princes. Their fubjeds gradually 
(ided with the peribns of their own condition; not* 
. withftanding every effort of the oligarchy aiid the 
clergy to miflead and fanaticife them^ Such was 
the condition in which the rulers of France found 
SwifTerknd. 

But where there exifled {o many wrongs, where 
Iherewere fomanyrootedantipathiesand heart-burn- 
ings, where ti ere were fo many obflacles to union, it 
was abfolutely rcqjuifite that all parties fbould have , 
funk to a level of infignificance, before they could 
ever join one another in the caufe of equaf liberty. 
Some fucb exterior forte, as would prefs forward 
to its own purpofes with an undiftinguifhiog difre- 
gard of all Swiis parties among themfelves, was 
neceflary before thtfe could amalgamate into one 
people, or be Induced to give up petty domination 
in ordtr to aficrt nadohal freedom. I do not really 
fee then what caufe an impartial bbierver would 
have to regret the revolution of 1798 if that, of 
1802 had been fuffcrcd to complete itfclf. 
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Leave 25uric at five o*dock in the fflomtng Wt£fl 
^ ginde^ that is, my itinerary and map under my 
arm, and again crofs patt of the 2turiccfberg^ 
Tli€ roflid IS very good, and Icadi for a fhort di& 
tance from (be town Afowgh vineyards, but pre** 
fcntly after tlie cultivacron changes* The foil ap^ 
pearedtome adaycy loam, and bore rich cropsi 
The fummks of the hills are wooded, but on thd 
fides they were cultivated with the plough and fpade 
as fiir as fertility extended. The bottoms are rich 
paftores or meadovs. In fome place* I faw good 
bog-turf dog out ol the middle of a fine meadowi 
bur with great attcntiow not to injure a bit more of 
0ie fward than was abfoJutely neceffiry I allb met 
fcrge eraftfports of this fuel going to Zurtc. The 
vSIages aire numeiious ; the houfcs always comforta^ 
Me, often- neat, and no want of well looking innsj 
Which, latter cirawnftanee proves, I think, thafct the 
iuhabitentscanljparc good deal of money for recre- 
ation. AH the tenures of land here are perpetuities^ 
Ar Bafcrfdorf I met a genteel looking man, who 
was going to WinterthoV, to beprcfbnt at an afleni- 
Wy of volunteers, who were fummoned for that day ^ 
in order to be oi^nized. This pcrfonage was a 
ci'devant mwin of great confequence, being one of 
the royal family of Zuric burgefles. Having him- ' 
felf had the goodnefs to acquaint me with this cir- 
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aimf^zncCy I fck my gcnerofity concerned, to be- 
have to him with all the refpe£l due to an unfortu- 
nate prince. Several reflexions I might here add 
on the inftability of human greatneis>. if fuch things . 
were not become mere common f^e for the laft 
tvvetve years. By this gentleman I was told the 
fame ftory which I received from every body elfe^ 
that the central government was too expenfive, and 
that the little cantons would deliver Swifl^rlandw 
Reding is a great hero in his mind : every where 
the talk is of Jloys Reding, and very little about 
the organization to be adopted. It augurs badly^ 
that, the public fliould bufy itfelf fo much mwe 
about what an individual is doing, than the nature 
of the thing, or what they (bould do themfelves. 

At Winterthur we faw between four and five 
hundred peafants, who came here on the bare invi* 
tation of the magiftrate of the diftrift, to be fontiu' 
ed into companies of k\t& men for the fupport ctf 
the government- My companion and I flopped to 
breakfaft at the inn'where we found them aflcmblcd. 
They were refrefliing themfelves Kkewife with 
good bread and cheefe, and very tolerable wine* . 
The caufc of the meeting Was freely and noifily 
difcuflcd, and the opinion unanimouSi that they 
fhould never fire a Ihot againft their countrymen* 
The little cantons, faid they, want to malfe us free 
and independent, why fhould we oppofe them for 
the fake of fupporting a government that is fold 
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CO. —But wc will organize, and fight with tHcflfl, if 
it ever comes to that* I was rather fofprifed a^ 
this fpirk among men who had been abettors of 
the revolution i but my informant affured me, that 
the ancient regime was for ever abandoned^ and 
that the former lords themfelves would be now 
quite happy to have it in their power to fettle theiif 
government on the bafis of a complete communion 
of rights and equal reprefentation* They would 
like to be lords ftill ,if they could ; but this being 
no longer in their power, they are at laft fatisficd 
to be fimple Swiis freemen. Common ilibjedlioit 
makes them wife* - , 

» ... 
Winterthur h a handfora« profperous town, trades 

cxtcnfively, and has fcveral manufaftures^ . Thisr 

town though tn the canton of Zuric, had ptivlleges 

which proteAcd its, commerce. It was for a long 

time an Imperial city, and has the ftaicn that fome 

of its forces fought againft the independence of 

Swifierland at Sempach^ Nafels, and Amftofs^ 

Beyond the town,* on the road to FraueBfeld,r 
are fome handfome villas, the ereftions of com- 
mercial opulence. Farther on, the foil of the val- 
lies is deep, they plough with four of the fineft 
oxen in a team, indeed horfes are little ufed evea 
jfor draught. I judge the farming here lO be good^ 
becaufe 1 -fee no weeds among the corn^ and that 
< there arc many leguminous crops* tThe whole 

country 
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country is cloie> full of gardens, orchards and 
ditches. 

Oh this road there was a fcvcre renconrre be- 
tween the Auftrians and French. The Auftrians 
were furprifed on their riiarch, and beaten j but ral- 
Kcd the next day, and entered Winterthur. No 
country could be more favourable to the French 
manner of fighting, to that at leaft of their light 
troops, who form the ftrengthof their armies. It 4s 
to fcattcr through woods and coppices, cover them- 
felves behind ditches, or even fingle trees, and 
take good aim againft the enemy. Every foldier, 
like a hunter, exercifes his own talents,' and (tudies, 
by wJiat ftratagems he can circumvent his adverfary. 
They are at the feme time brave and difciplined 
enough to form the line, and charge whenever they 
X are ordered* In this manner they conftantly go 
before the columns of march, and beat a country 
as clofely as could be done by fo many fpaniels. 
They employ the enemy's front, while columns of 
more ferious attack are direfted againft his flanks* 
To thefe manoeuvres which are very fimple, they 
Hre chiefly indebted for their fucceflfes* I was 
informed by an officer in Germany, that, in the 
late ^ war, the Auftrian grenadiers were by the 
Archduke Charles made to fight in the fame man- 
ner. That is, the beft troops perhaps in the world 
for manoeuvring in a plain, or in an open country, 
poflfefling the highefl: taftical difcipline, and the 

E moft 
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moft fteady courage, were made to fight like tf d6p* 
whofe dtfcipline amounted to adiye attacks in 21 
fcattcrcd order, unlefs attacked by cavalry, when 
they formed into columns or fquares. 

Frauenfcld is a pretty enough town, having fe- 
veral handfome btiildings, particularly that in which 
the deputies of the Helvetic confederacy ufed to 
aflemble every year in the beginning of July. 
The town was a fcene of feftivity to the inhabitants 
at that feafon, and of inftruftion to travellers, many 
of whom regulated their journey through Swiflcr- 
land in fu(;h a manner as to be preient. All the 
advantages of fuch aflemblies have been loft to the 
town by the conftitutibn one and indivifible. In 
confequence, the inhabitants alledge a reafon the 
more for diflifcing the central government. 

.1 met here with a proclamation front the landam- 
man* council of Schwcitz to the municipalities and 
authorities of the former confederacy. Among 
other things, they (;Ay in it in the name of the peo- 
ple, when trte new conftitution was fubmitted to our 

' acceptance, ' we unanimoufly rejefted it. Why 
then (hould it.be binding on us ? The people of 
Claris give the fame reafon for rcjefting it, and 
fecondly, Tiiat according to the peace of Luneville 

they 

' / 

y This is the name .given to the chief magtftrate^ and 
jfl^ans whai he ihould be^ Mr man af tht countrj. 



they were authorised to adopt a form of govern^ 
ment fuited to their wants and the fituation of their 
country, &c. Thirdly, That in cdnfequencc of 
that treaty 'as well as their inherent rightsi they 
would choofe a fodti of govcrnmept for themfelvesi 
oppreflivc to no one^ and remain within their for- 
mer cantonal limits. The reafon of this I found 
was,, that fome of theif former fubjcd^i' having 
been incorporated with the caliton^ were more dif- 
pofed in favour of the new order of things^ which 
put them, at leaft, on an equal footing with the 
reft. Laftly, They declare that they rehouncp for 
ever all former feigniorial rights over their depen^ 
dent lordihipsi acknowledge them free and rnde* 
pendent, and the new as well as the old cantons 
as their friends and brethren. Thefe declarations 
had ah excellent efFeft in reconciling the former 
dependents to the projefted change : and cettaipry 
it was reafonable they fhoiild difmifs all fear^ foif 
their condition was left in their own power, 

G O N S T A N C E. 

From Fraiiehfeld I came to breakfaft foMuhlheim. 
Here, in like manner as happened to me at othef 
places, they fervcd my bread and milk, with as 
much attention and civility as if 1 had ordered the 
moft coftly fare in the houfe. The inn was cleaa 
and feemed to be very well kept. Befides this 
one, there is another in the village equally well 
£ 2 looking* 
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looking. Thus far is a beautiful rich vale, the fides 
of the road are planted with apple and pear trees^ 
fome of which had the girth and nearly the height 
of elms The year a good fruit one-, for almoft all 
the trees are propped. Before the pcafants houies 
arc fmall plots of fallad and garden vegetables, very' 
neatly and well cultivated. They are an ornament 
to the habitations, and denote the comfort of the 
inmates. But we need not be furprifcd, the landed 
tenures of thefe peafants are perpetuities. 

From ^he brow of a hill on this road, within a 
league of Conftance, is a moft delightful profpe^* 
The fine, lake of Conftance appears to the right, 
another fine expanfion of the Rhine to the left, 
in which is a very pifturefque ifland, having a 
handfome grove, a well-looking church with an ele- 
vated fpire, and a large village, which 1 was told was 
uncommonly populous, and the people comfortable* 
The town is built on the ftrait between thofc two 
parts of the lake. No fituation can by its pofition 
be more favourable to commerce, and yet, of this 
there is very little* The intermediate country 
feems level from the height on which you arc 
placed, but populous and culrivated. The oppo- 
lite (hares arc elevated, enlivened with country-, 
houfes, and covered with vineyards, which, if a tra* 
vcllcr paflTed through Swabia, he muft know pro- 
duce good wine. 

Moft 
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Moft pcrfons who only vifit Conftance, ftop-4t ^ 
the eagle. Ic has a good table d'hote» and i$ ia 
every rcfpeft a good inn.. The town is a nnelan- 
choly looking place, with every appearance of bav* 
ing fallen off from a degree of former profpcrity. 
I fixould cxptO: a great deal from it& favourably fitu* 
ation if it had not been fubjcft to the houfc of 
Auftria. Here they had a company of comedians, 
'and at Zuric, which is fifty times as opulent, thcjr 
had none. It is becaufe the reformation afTumed aa 
aufterity of manners^ which is not yet worn out. 
Though it was Sunday, I thought I might avail my* 
/elf of my quality of catholic to go to the play, after 
being fo long a time that I could not make merry, 
with even whiftling on the fabbath* The fpedtators ^ 
confided of fome canons ^with their gold crofles, 
and fuch a ihabby fet befidcs, as I fcJdom faw at 
jiny place of public amufcment within doors. 

Were I a religious antiquarian, here is a fine. 
field J for they ftiU fhew the chamber where aflcm- 
. bled the famous council. But the lord forgive me, 
I had not devotion enough to vifit a place, that, 
with all deference to the infallibility of the rcfpecla- 
blc pcrfonages, had more in it of the ipirit which 
fends" people to Botany-bay and Guiana, than of the 
fpirit of god. If in this judgment I Ihodd even 
be in error, as it certainly is invincible, I hope ftfli 
to be faved, Poflibly, this trifle may fall into the 
hands of perfons who do not know, that, notwith- 
ftanding the burning of poor Hu&, there are many 
'■ ^ ' Huffites 
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. Hpflites at this day in Bohemia^ while the priaci-- 
pksof the reformation are every where. An in^ 
ftance of the , difficulty of fubverting the decifions 
of reafon, cipccially when men have fufFered for 
them J and a confolation to thofc who are perfc- 
cuted for the truths that it is great and will prevail. 

The table d'hote of a mqch frequented inn, is 
an adroirable place for collefting intelligence. Per- 
fons are conftantly arriving from all quarters, and 
every one wilhes to fhew himfelf informed, parti- 
cularly at fuch a period as this^ when all SwijQerland 
is in a ferment. 1 frequently fell in with travellers, 
|ind it is fingular enough, that I did not meet one, 
who was not a friend to the revolution then going 
forward. But now and then 1 met with a Swift 
^ho condemned it. Among others a gentleman 2^t 
%hc eagle, wjio, I fbould remark, wore the French 
uniform. From him I learned that the conftitutiot^ 
of the 25th of May, 1802, was accepted by two 
hundred ani twenty-two thoufand four hundred and 
lifty aftuaJly voting, and fuppofcd to vote virtually^ 
ty remaining ftleht.. This is not the firft quibble I' 
knew about a thing being done virtually y when it 
was. not done at all. A more egregious fallacy than 
the prcfent never rcftcd on a fophifm. I will even 
venture to fay, that, in moft cafes, any queftion 
will pafs by the fame procefs in whatever manner it 
is propofed, be the fame the negative pr the affir- 
Tnative. The numbers adlually rejeding were fe- 
Ycpty-.thrce thoufand and twelve, though the French 

troops 



THROirOH SWISSERLAND. 55 

troops were yet in the country; and three cantons 
rcfuicd it without a divifion. But the fame gender 
man, who was really a ihrewd man, in order to 
prove to me that the conftiturion muft ftand^ made 
ufe of an argument that was of more weight thaa 
the confent of the people. Taking down the map 
of Europe, he put a finger on France and another 
on lorfy. « Thefe two countries," fays he, *< be- . 
long to Bonaparte, and do not you fee that Swillcr't 
land connedts them/' 

The rate of living at this inn was about five (hil* 
fings a day, for a good apartment, tea in the morn^ 
kigy fimply as a beverage, dinner at one o'clock, 
ftpper at nine, and two hordes of wine, but fome^ 
irfiat lefs than the ordinary- Irifli bottles. The mis- 
fortunes of the French emigrants had brought ta 
this town a great deal of gaiety and fome money. 
They werfe here at one time I was told to the num- 
ber of fifteen hundred. "But now there only re- 
mained a few, who chofe to retain the penfions 
which they had from the king of England. Tfieir 
abfence was regretted, in one refpcft, though I am 
willing to believe, that there was alfo a good de4 
of pleafure at the alleviation of their reyerfcs. 

ARBON. 

Having remained at Conftance the greater part 
of two days, being full as much as it deferved, and 
diiappointed of facing an intereftin^ acquaintance, 

whoni 
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whom I cxpeiftcd t^ meet there, I left it on thtt 
afternoon of the fecond. The poftmafter of Hool 
was returning home, and I took a feat with him, a^ , 
well for the fake of converfing with a man whom I 
expeAed to find a chronicle of recent events, as be- 
caufc the day was dill cxceffively hot. The diftance 
abfout ten miles, and the fere ccjual to two (hillings. 
He complained bitterly of the requifitions ^ the . 
hoftilc armies^ between whom he m^dc no other 
diftinftion, than that the French robbed with politc- 
nefs, and the Aiiftrians and Ruffians with brutality. 
I could perceive, however^ that he was mod fc vere on 
the latter. This was not the firfl: time I had obftrved 
the difference of eftimation occasioned by manners, 
where all things elfc wer^ equal. 1 had been froni 
nearly the;^mouth of the Lahn to the borders of 
Swiflerland, and from the confines of Auftria to the 
neighbourhood of Maflkirch, in all which extent,^ 
the French armies had artiong the poorer claflcs 
more friends than the Auftrians, and this owing 
<^nly. to the difference of their manners; the 
French foldier paid for nothing; but then when he 
was quartered in a peafant's houfe, he lamented 
that he had not money, fpoke with civility, affifted 
in whatever work was going forward in the houfe, 
or in the fhble, carefTcd the children, and compli- 
ipented the women. The Auftrian foldier paid half - 
the price of the article, damned the family, fiourifhed 
his flick, was morofe when he was not infolent, and 
loft his money and his thanks, .But if the French 
|lid friends among the fartic dcfcription of perfons 

in ' 
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in Swiflcrland, it was my lot to meet with very few 
of them. We could forgive the French, was faid, 
if they only took our money. 

What I heard ipoft heavily complained of was, 
tfte feizure of all the bpats on the lake, to forni 
colonel Williams's flotilla. This Nvas a confiderable 
hardfhip to men who fifh, and traffic a great deal. 
After all, thefe water-parties of colonel Williams, 
for they were nothing better, produced no good 
cfFeft adequate to the expence. No defcents from 
them could make any material impreffioii on 'the 
poQtions of the French army, they could give no 
ferious alarm to fuch a general as Maflenai and, 
m faft, the imprcffion was made from another 
quarter* ,^ 

This drive from Conftancc to Arbon is fingulaily 
beautifuL It runs along the lake, but not always on 
the ftrand. The intention of (hortening the road, 
has caufed it to pafs fometimcs through vineyards, 
and to be led at other times through orchards. 
JF^om feveral points on the way, may be feen an 
extent of the lake equal to about twenty-five miles ii^ 
length, and ten or twelve in breadth. The oppofite 
ihore has feveral pifturelque toWns, that look welj 
at that diftarice^ As you advance, orchards and 
corn- fields become more numerous, villages are met 
with every half hoar, prefenting the houfes of rich j 
hjwfits and comfortable peafants. The fruit trees 

• " '/ ' ■ arc; 
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are here even more majeftic than in the other parts 
of Turgpvia. Through the whole of thisdiftrift thcy 
make a grcatdeal afmuji, a liquor prcflcd from a mix- 
ture of half pears and half apples ;* but to my palate, 
pot near fo plcafant as cither cicier or perry, .. Thefc 
great fruit trees ftood aloioft as far afundcr, as or- 
namental trees would in a gentljcman's demefnci 
and the ground about them was fown with corn. I 
afkcd th^'poftmaftcr if it was not injured by fo 
much fliade. He faid it was in ordinary years , 
but that in this diftrift, the fruit crop was that which 
they mod valued, and looked on whatever corn 
they reaped, as fo much accidental profit. At the 
back of this rich country, arc ften the majeftic 
jnountains of Sentis; and though thirty miles diftanf: 
from the road, they feem as near as the. mountain^ 
of the county of Dublin do to that city, n At this 
place I had another view of the Alps, and to a 
ftranger*s eye, it was indeed cxquifite to behold the * 
grey facjC of their enormous rocks, brightened by 
the evening fun. It was the wrinkled forehead of 
nature, exhibiting the fati^faftory afpeft of joy. 

When I was taking leave of the poftmafter, he 
Itcommended me to ftop in Arbon, at the houfe of a 
friend of his. I did fo, which brought me acquainte4 
with his fon, whom I met there at fupper with a 
large party of other farmers. I joined the groupi 
^nd witneflcd a very noify difcuffion on the g;lory of 
%hc little cantons, as well the merit of the change^ 

they 
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they were cfFefling. Perhaps it is improper to fay 
difcuflion, where the opinions were all on one fide. 
But fuch I have moftly found them as yet. Wc 
had a good fupper and good wine, with ^ moderate 
pzed bottle of which 1 contented myfelt Not fo 
the reft of the guefts^ who plied it as kindly as any 
of my o^n dear countrymen could have done. 
1 do not know whether to call it a heightening 
of our entcrtairtment, that we were occafionally 
fcrved by the daughter of the houfe, qne of the 
fineft girls I have any where fecn, and genteel 
withal. I am romantic eqou^h, to feel imeafy 
whc|i I receive menial fervices from female love- 
linefs. r vow I would rather be my own cup- 
bearer 5 but fince I fliould take it from her hands, 
to return the compliment, I drank a full bumper to 
her inclinations, wilhing her, as we do to the fwect 
girls in Ireland, a good hufband and foon. My biH 
for fupper, and a very good bed, arranged by the 
fair hands of this young lady, was fixteen pence. 

It was dark when I arrived, which made me loiter 
a little in the morning about this pretty town. As 
ufual with me on this journey, I was abroad to fee 
the fun rife 2 a fpcdlacle which no frequency of ob» 
fervation has ever kflertcd my pleafure in beholding. 
|5ut certainly it is nioft grand to fee him emerging 
from behind a huge mountain, which feems to 
approximate his prcfenee; and cafting over thq 
t)ofom of fo beautiful a lake, a mantle pf the moft 

yivi4 
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vivid rcd> while the gentle curlipg of the waves 
multiplies a thoufand fold the brilliant play of his 
beams. Arbon is very commercial, and has much 
of that appearance in its good houfes, and above all 
in the good ftate of repair which marks the habita- 
tions of ready monicd meri. It was not worth while 
flaying for breakfaft, to have my coffee poured out 
by an old woman, who came, one would think, to 
relieve the witches. The young hoftefs had not 
yet rifcn. I wifhed her flumbcrs might be plea- 
fant, and 

When fugar'd words frae wooers lips ffiall fa*. 
That girning marriage ne'er may end them a'.* 

The inhabitants of this town are of both com* 
munions, and immediately embraced the revolution ; 
for* which it was attacked by fix hundred peafants 
from. St. Gal. - This, every body knows, is a 
catholic diftrift J and certainly the proteflant parts of 
SwilTerland have the merit, or demerit, of giving 
the revolution the readieft reception. Setting apart 
the influence of the clergy, which was hoftilc in 
both religions, I believe the moft folid reafon of this 
difference is to be found in the oligarchical govern- 
xnents of the two great proteftant cantons of Berne 
^nd Zuric. There is nothing difpofcs men in favour 
gf a reypliJtion, like an unjuft government. 

RHEINECK. 

.*^ The gentle Ihepherd. 
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ftHEINECK. 

From, Arbon to Rofchach, the road 13 moftty 
along the lake, and offers in abundance tbe various 
beauties of a water and a mountain profpeft. The 
town of Rofchach has a^ large and convenient port, 
and owes to the munificence of an abbot of St. Gal, 
an edifice of great grandeur and utility— an immenfe 
corn magazine, the great depot of what comes 
of that article from Swabia, and the great mart of 
it for Swifferland. The houfes are in general well 
built : that of I^r. Bayer, a merchant here, would 
be a fine one in any city. Though a ftrangerxan- 
not always fee the interior of fuch places, yet all his 
generous aSt(5Uons are gratified, wherever he fees 
neat, . fubftantial habitations, and that mean hovels 
hy the fide of great manfions^ do not accufc the 
few of monopolizing the generd profits of labour. 

: The day was already fuflicicntly advanced, to re- 
move that curtain of clouds, which, in the heigh- 
' bourhood of mountains, intercepts the view in the 
morning. By afcending the hill between this and 
Rhcincck, the admirer of what is grand and 
beautiful in nature, will find himfel^ I think, much 
delighted. The various coloured foliage of the 
. trees, the highly cultivated bafe of the mountain, 
the grouping of thefe obje:(5bs, the town, the lake, 
the oppofite mountains of Germany, and the city 

^ of 



of LindaUj are the prorpeds before him. As i(f 
turning a piece out of the Way, if Ihould not be 
confidcred. He muft not undertake a pedeftriani 
tour^ who is impatient to end it ; who cannot loiter 
on the fide of a hill, or by the baftks of a rfvcf j 
who is not cardefs about the deviations of the road^ 
if they lead to ibme objeft of his enquiries. 

Between Rbfchach and this town, one meets witft 
federal patches of Indian corn, after having clearecj 
a projedion of the chain of mountains on the rights 
The foil is a deep mould, and appears to be cukn 
vatcd like a garden. 

llheineck, is a romantic pretty fpot, fmall but 
licatj near where the Rhine falls into the lake of 
Conftancc. The over-hanging mountain, with its 
vineyards and woods, gives it a very rural appear- 
ance. If you choofe that fide, you extend your 
horizon at pleafurc: if you turn to the oppofite 
fide, there is afequeftcred walk dclfghtfully (hadedy 
and the view for this time, is reftrained to the river 
and its banks, by the Alps of the Voralberg. I 
remember to have feen many perfons during the 
war, puzzled by this fame Voralberg, arrd look ia . 
many a m^p for fuch mountain, without finding it. 
The French, by disfiguring the real name, have 
been, I imagine, the caufc of the confufion. What 
they Call the Voralberg, is a • country of at Icaft 
thirty miles long, from the Adlerberg in the Grifons, 

to 
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to firegen25, and the diftrift is called the ^i^r-^J/^r- 
hergj or the country before the Adlcrbcrg. It was 
' of the uftmoft importance during the war> ais it is in 
the rear of the famous pafs of Fcldkirch, and 
oppofite to the important pofition of Rheineck. 

... • 

While I wds in this place, I faw a proclamation 

from the underjiadthalter^ or fub-prefcd, to warn 
the people entrufted to his paternal government, 
. that there was in circulation a falfe lauis-d'or. The 
gentleman (Irutted about with his gold cbainj and an 
handfome falary fordoing this, and other aAs equally 
important. Under the prefent conftitution, the 
number of magiftrates is too much increafcd, and, 
with them, the patronage of the government, which 
is the expence of the people. Every village almoft 
had in it fomc agent of the executive council. The 
government (hewed itfclf every where, and every 
moment j either through its own aftsj or thofe of 
Its prefcdls and fub- prefers. If a people, ftunned 
by the conftant din of Ariftides the juft, grew im- 
patient and removed him, we need not be furprifed 
were it but from mere impudence, that another 
people (hould become tired of an inccflant govern- 
ment^ and fuch a one too, as had not the (hield of 
juftice to put before itfelf. 

From Rheineck, I had two roads, both of which 
are interefting. To proceed by the one up the 
valley of the . Rhine, and vifit Feldkirch, Sargans, 

Coire, 
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Coirci and turn ofF to Altorf. For the time t hiji^ 
to fpare, however, this was too gfeat a circie t^ 
embrace, unlt^fs I (hould hurry through, and gland€ 
only at objcfls as 1 paffcd them. I preferred there- 
fore to coBtraft my tour, and fee thofc things weft 
which I viGtcd. ' 

GAIS$, 

• For fome dillancc 6n this fide of Rheineck, there 
is a path clofe to the brink of the Rhine, not gra- 
velled nor conduced with art, but wild and devious, 
ac<;ording as the bank is indented by the iippulfe of 
die current; or a cottage and an orchard throw the 
line of walk into a new dirediion. "Within hjftf 
muCket-fhbt is an excellent highway;. and there the. 
foot traveller congratulates himfclf, that he ii noc 
going in a ftyle, which would force him to take the 
lefe agreeable road. When he does, howeyer, 
come at laft into the carriage road, there is every, 
thing to make it firigular and delightful. For about 
a league, the valley is a continued village; but 
inftead of forming Vftreet, or being conneAed, 
the houfes are for the moft part feparately 
embofonied in their own orchards, while the ma- 
jeftic fruit trees throw an ample (hade not alone oyer 
the lawn, but over the houles alfo. Shade in a'hot 
climate is an exqi^ffite pleafure, and this valley is 
very hot. The thick umbrage and fweet {perfume 
of thcfc orchards, invite the young women to fit 

abroad 
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abroad at their work. You fee thfcm every where 
in groupes under thefe rural canopies, with their 
tambours^ occupied in embroidering white muflinw 
Several times havt I ftoppied where I could remain 
tinfecn, t6 lifteh to their fongs. It may be well fup- 
pofed that the fubjeflt was tendclr ; fo that nothing 
was wanting, even to their ftraw hats, to give them 

• all the air of fhepherdeltcs. The muflin weavers of 

. St. Gal, aftd the adjoining diftriifts^ give this elegant 
employment to all the young girls of the; country. 

. Formerly^ a linen manufaflufe fiourrSied in thefe 
parts, but it has been for many years entirely fup- 
planted by that of cotton. They ftill cultivate 
feme hemp, which they prefer to flax for domeftic 
purppfcs. One rftuft at laft proceed, arid he will 
quit with regret thefe charming retreats. A little 
iurther on, he comes to a defile, fb nearly filled by 
the bed of the Rhine, as juft to leave room on that 
fide for the road. Here on either fhoreis nothing 
but arid and favage rocks/' Thofe on the right 
bank arc fo high, that in July of fo broiling a 
fummer, their clefts were full of fniow. Between 
that and Akftactten, however, the valley opens, aqd 
you pais through a conftant fucccffi<yn of villatges. 
Muft is the general liquor: it is exadlly fimilar to 
that of Thurgovia. But they have the aft of 
making excellent bread of Indian corn j it is light, 
well ferniicnted, and well taftcd. Whenever^ 
perfon calls for muft ot wine,^ it is cuftomary to pre- 

, fcnt at the fame time, a large piece of this bread ; I , 

F fuppofc 
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fuppofe not lefs than half a pound, on an average; 
which cofts a halfpenny. About a quart of muft 
cofts three. For two pence a perfon may refrclh 
himfclf. Altftaettcn will be fpoken of for having 
beeii the head-quarters of Maflena, and the point 
whence he fet off, to carry on his^ well-conibincd 
operations againft the Grifons. It is ftill more re- 
markable for an. exploit of its inhabitants^ at a former 
period. In 141 6 the garrifon of this town, atnount- 
ing only to four hundred men, fuftained a three 
weeks ficge againft fixteen thoufand men, under the • 
orders of Frederick duke ofAuftria. When they 
could hold out no longer, they made an admirable 
retreat in the night, carrying with them their wives, 
their children, and their effedls into the canton of 
Appenzell. The prince, at laft, ordered an aflault i 
and as may be well fuppofed, carried the town with 
great facility -, but his royal highncfs, inftead of feel- 
ing admiration at the gallantry and condudl of the 
bcfiegcd, meanly wreaked his difappointed malice 
on their dwellings. .He reduced the town to alhcs, 
and razed its walls. In Altftaettcn the church is, 
what I wifli moft finccrely it were every where elfe,^ 
nfed in common by the catholics and proteftants. 

^ From this to Amftofs is a league of continued and 
fomctimes a very ftcep afccnt. When you ftop to 
reft and turn round, you have a birj^Veyc view of 
the fertile and populous Rhinthal, through which 
you have juft pafledj and conftantly take in more- 

and 
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and more of the coaric of the Rhine, until you ar- 
Hve at the chapel. 

Stofsis juftly celebrated in Swifs annals; for twd 
Viftories gained herein the caufe ^of independence* 
One was in 1405 againft the abbot of St. GalL 
The other in 1428 againft the coUnt of Tbggen-. 
bourg. To commemorate thefc glbrioos events 
ihey erefted a chapel, arid cbnie here in proceffion 
every month of May. In Greece tHe heroes of 
their cotintry, and th^ fc vents which render it fo il- 
luftrious, were hdnourid by fu|)erb temples, where 
every riiottumcrit bf gratitude was a triurtiph of the 
&ie arts. Ih Swifferland they ercftcd chapels to 
commemorate fhe warrior aind the vidlory, vehen 
they probably never heard of Greece^ and though 
the chiffel and the pencil never embelliflicd thefci 
fabrics, they could always boaft of the^ mlore precl- 
bus offering^ of patriotic hearts. Here the people 
come forth on Tolcmn feftivals to thank heaven for 
having given to them fo^ ariceftdrs fuch men as the 
illuftribus rebels of ijdS/afnd the heroes who fuc- 
cccded them : who confpired againft a foreign dcf- 
potifm, planned its overthrow, executed with vdour 
what they had concerted with wifdom, and founded - 
the firft requifite of arty nation's happinefs— its in- 
dependence of another pbwer, Thefe enthufiaftic 
celebrations, to which the virtuous heart abandons 
itfcif without referve, contribute to form the na- 
tional charafter of the Swifsr. They entertained a 
F t warlike 



€8^ A RAMBLE 

warlike fpirit, they infpire a love of country, tlicy 
engraft hcroifm on the tendcrcft afFcftions^ and 
impreis on mea^s minds an habitual determination 
of emulating the glorious examples they admire. 

After fo conGderable an afcent as the one from 
Altftaetten to Amflofs, inftcad of going down the 
back of the hill, which generally is the cafe, your 
only find yourfelf now in an elevated region, that, as 
to its furface, is a kind of extenfive vale. One of 
the mod agreeable landlcapes to my tafte, that I ever 
faw, is that after paffing the chapel. On the right are 
hills, whofe upper region is broufed by cattle, with 
fome clumps of trees only to decorate their fum-> 
mits. Ic was evening, and I heard the tinkling of 
the bells which the cows wear about their necks, 
and faw the fhepherd and his dog colled them home. 
Thcfc, however, were but a few comparatively with 
what the inhabitants poflcfs, and retained for the 
purpofc of giving milk to the family. Whereas 
thofe, from whofe milk they make cheefc, are at 
this feafon fed on the adjoining Alps. Oh the of>- 
pofite fide of the vale are fnow-covered cliffs of 
Sentis. All between is meadow-ground of the 
frefheft verdure. The furface undulates, fo as to 
augment confiderably the points on which the eye 
may diftindly repofc. The whole is fpeckled with 
cottages in a prodigious profufion. Every one is 
placed in the midft of a little lawn, the dcmefne of 
the femily, and is railed off by a white paling. 

Never 
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Never was there fuch a divifion of landed property. 
There are no trees. One is evcrj glad that there 
ftiould not be a bough to conceal the lead part of a 
fite fo Angular, fo-ncat, fo populous; where fb 
many of thofc on the lower part of the fcalc of fo- 
ciety poffefs ihe comforts of life* From the im- 
menfc barriers by which it is cnclofed, and the 
chearful afpedt of the place, one would take it for 
the happy valley. At a point where the hollow by 
which you enter, joins with another from the righti, 
b fituatcd the neat little town of Gaifs, rendered 
ftill more pidurefque by its church and ftceple. 

The ox is one of the beft inns I met any wherct 
kept by Mn Heim, an; intelligent obliging man. 
His houfe is much reforted to by perfbns who re- 
quire to drink goats'-whcy. The quality of this 
cannot be better. It is brought warm every morn* 
ing from the top of Sentis by a goat-herd, who 
leaves a place much lower than the pafture of thefe 
animals at four o'clock, and is not at Gaifs until le- 
ven. I found it of a very ftrong flavour, but hot 
unpleafant; and can eafily credit the favourable re« 
port given of its effcds in abdominal obftruftions, 
by the perfons who were taking it. Mr. Heim's 
houfe is well adapted to accommodate his guefts* 
He has one room from forty to fifty feet in length, 
which gives a perfon the advantage of a good walk^ 
though it (hould rain. On the fame flat there goes 
. oflT, at a light angle with that room, another fup- 

plied 
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pKed with card and backgammon-tables^ and b^-^ 
yond this there is a billiard-table. The gend^men 
who were here for their health had newfpapers and 
magazines, both Swifs and German, of which I 
found them very liberaL The table d'hote i§ ex- 
cellent. One may alfo have very good tea, and as 
for the cream and butter there cannot be better. 
Wine is rather dear, on account or the expencc of 
carrying it up fo high ; bur, including two bottles, 
each of a fizc intermediate between an Irifh pint 
and quart, a perfon^s expences here will be from 
five to fix (hillings per day. AU this vale is. inha^ 
bited by weavers, who hold their land in perpetuity. 
Every one has his (hare ijnder meadow, except a 
patch at the rear of his houfe, in which he cultivates 
garden vegetables. They mow thrice in the feafon^ 
and manure every year. The pile of grafs is thick 
and fine, but they do not give the blade time to 
grow tall. On all thofe mountains there is abun- 
dance offprings, which promote the aftivity of ve-*. 
gctation, though the people are not here in the h^- 
bit of irrigating* 

In this elevated region, as I was informed by the 
innkepecr, winter begins with November, andlafts 
until the end of April. Whereas ip the valley of 
the Rhine, about two leagues below Gaifs, winter^ 
t^egins a month later, and ends a month fooner* 

A charming excurfion from here is to Mouiit- 
.Gabijs, from which you difcover the whole canton 
^ ' ' of 
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of Appcnzcll, with the diftridk of St. Gal at your 
feet. One is really aftonifhcd at the immenfe num- 
ber of fnug cottages, which he fees placed every 
where in the midft of their meadows or paftures, as 
green as thofe of Ireland, The fmallnefs of the 
parks and the multiplicity of inclofures, give it fome 
refemblance to parts of the county of Armagh ; 
or, at ieaft, an Irifliman would wifli to find in his 
own country fomething that approached the fame 
Mr of general happinefs, I have feen Auftrla with 
many of its dependencies, and not' one of them all, 
in fpite of the advantage of being protected by fo 
great a power, and ruled by a moft regular govern- 
ment, can Hand a comparifon in proiperity with 
thofe vailies and mountains, which have thrown off 
the benefit of the imperial yoke. 

Thurgovia, likewife, certainly one of the fineft parts 
ofSwifferland, is under your eyes, fo is the Lake of 
Conftance, and a great fhare of Swabia. You/fce^ a 
part of the valley of the Rhine, and even as fer as 
the mountains of the Tyrol. The Alps of Sentis 
appeared to me much higher from the Gal^rifbcrg 
than from the village of Gaifs, half-an-hour*s good 
walking below where I flood. It is from a very 
elevated pofuion alone, that the eye can take in at 
once the whole height of an Alps. 

*. 
In returning trom the Gabrifberg I entered feveral 
^f thofe cottages, the appearance of which'had de- 
lighted 
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li -htcd mc (o much the evening before. A civil 
a^/ology was made for the intrufion, which, however^ 
did n;.t feem to have given offence to thefe good 
people. We may always put ourfelvcs on the foot- 
ing of friends with the lower orders; it is only by 
the civilised that we are rcpulfcd. Every cottage 
had two Of three looms, fome even more^ and every 
where the webs were cotton. St. Gal is the great 
mart for this ipecies of induftry, which is now 
Ipread a good deal throughout Swiffcrland, but par- 
ticularly through Thurgovia, Sr, Gal, Appenzell, 
and Toggenbourg, I enquired if there were any 
fpinning jennies, and was told not. They get their 
cotton yarpi from England; they look forward, 
however, to the eftabliffiment of fpiqning machinery 
in the fouth of France, and that their yarn will then 
come cheaper to them. But they have twifting 
machines which fupply the demand. I went to look 
at one, which ought to fupply a great deal, indeed, 
if I might judge from the number of fpindlcs. 

The fituation of Gaifs is very (Convenient for ftich 
perfons as think that a tour through Swiflcrland can- 
pot be complete, unlefs they pafs a night in a chalet 
on the Alps, encounter a fwarm ' of fleas, and fee 
hoNv goats are milked, and chcefc is made. The 
fliepherd who brings the whey there every morning 
will ferye as a guide to go and return, and carry 
fome provifions bcfides, for thofe who cannot con- 
tent thpmfelvcs for on? day with Ihephcrd's fare. 

They 
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f faey niay come back to the inn at Gaifs, or go oa 
to AppcnzclL For my part, I went to 

APPENZELL, 

This capital has not fo good an appearance as 
fnapy of the little towns I had before paflcd. The 
houfes look oW and dark, they arc nevcrthclefs 
large and fubftantial. Three days fooncr and I 
fhould have fcen the landfgemindej or general aflem- 
hly of the nation, in proper perfon. It would have 
gratified my curiofity^ though I am no admirer of 
an unnao4ified democracy. In very fmall republics, 
it is, perhaps, unavoidable, and a very great incon- 
venience of too contradted limits. This, and the 
either depfiOcracks, have grievous faults to anfwer 
for in their adminift ration, though they always dif- 
playcd a fo much greater energy in aflcrting the in- 
dependence of the country, that they rank in prow- 
efe and military glory before the reft of the confede- 
rates. Even as yet they are but very imperfeftly 
acquainted with the nature of reprefencatiye govern- 
ment j. that happy difcovery, which fairly and ho- 
heftly cftablifhed would terminate the eternal war- 
fare that has hitherto exiftcd between the rich and 
poor, under all the governments of Europe, ancient 
and modern. The poor fhould furcly enjoy com- 
plete protedlion : the rich will always be ambitious 
of honours. A fair reprefcntation. reconciles thefe 
intcrcfts. Thofc who are in a great degree the 

dilpenfcrs 
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difpenfers of power, wili find a fafcguard in diaf 
privilege, ea£y in its operation, and certain in its efn- 
feft 5 but being at the fame time ncceffitatcd to fup- 
ply their daily wants by their daily labour, they 
niuft to a moral certainty make men of Icifure and 
education objcdrs of their choice. This arrange- 
ment then, arifing out of the nature of things thetn*. 
fplvcs, puts ftation in pofleffion of the rich, without 
tbeif being forced, in order to obtain it, to reduce 
the 'poor to flavery : it fliiclds the poor, without its 
being neceflary for them to exert their phyfical force 
tp puniih the oppreffions, or fubvert the eminence 
qf the rich. It balances fcrvices againft power. 
Now, it is a folly to expeft that a people will be pro-- 
tefted, and it is a (mQc that no people ever was fp^red, 
when diverted of political power, theexercifc of which 
every perfon would prefer to that of phyfical power, 
ajid yet there are but the two. It is no lefs certain, 
that men poffeffing the advantages of wealth, edu- 
cation, and the rank thefe confer, have been at all 
times, and from the nature of things muft generally 
be, the perfons to receive the very freeft fufirages 
of the people. Is it not owing, therefore, to that 
infolent pride, which makes fome men more de- 
firous to take than to receive, that the rich are Ibch 
epemies to an equal reprefentation ? I am fuft their 
diflike is more founded in a contempt of their fellow- 
Sreatures, than in any real obftacle it would give to 
a kgititpate ambition. 
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So it is, however, that the nature of rcprefcntativc 
government was not known by the Swifs before the 
French revolution. Their governrnents were fin^ple 
oligarchies, or fimple dernocracies. Since the re- 
volution, the people were obliged to take what was 
icnt to them from Paris, where the article was not 
of the beft quality neither -, and as to what they 
might do themfelves, had they been permitted to 
proceed this autumn, we can only conjefture. My 
own opinion is, that they would have done mucli 
better, than has been done for them. 

The caufe by which they are nojv put in motion, 
is the fame which roufed them in 1798, when no 
body will believe, that the oligarcjjiy had much in- 
fluence or m^ny friends. It is, therefore, an error 
to afcribc the infurreftion to the machinations of 
the oligarchy for reftoring the ancient regime. Wc 
find in the memoir of the people of Appenzell, St. 
Gall, Toggenbourg, the RWnthal, and Sargans, no 
Other fehtiments, no other complaints in 1798, than 
what proceeded froni the congrefs of Schweiz, ' in 
1 802. ^* That the conftitution did not agree with 
their localities, their manners, their cuftoms, their 
povet-ty. That they would be fret, if left to 
themfelves,- that the coUeflive body of the people 
was, among them, the only fovereign ; and their 
reprcfentatives the only authority, which fhould give 
Hhiem laws." It' adds to the weight of this obferva- 
tipHj that thcfc fehtiments came from perfons, who 

were. 



6 A RAMBLB 



were, moft of them, fubjcds heretofore, and could 
not in any cafe be friAids to the ancient regime. 
They certainly were not ftirred up by the oligarchy 
in 1798, and if we find again in precifcly the fame 
places, the like movements, fentiments, objcfts, iand 
avowals, it would be the moft incpnfequent conclu- 
fion that would afcribe them to oppofite caufes. For 
my own part, I have not the honour to be a miniftcr, 
wd that of courfe truth and falfchood will not 
change fides to anlwer my purpofcs, I muft form 
my conclufions by the rules of common reafon. 
Another thing feems to me a ftrong circumftance 
to prove that all thefe pains were not taken for the 
profit of the oligarchy^ I read in the Paris papers, 
(and all the world knows whofe opinions they fpeak) 
that it was impoffible to permit a focus of demo* 
; cracy to form itfelf in the heart of Europe, and 
that this volcano muft be extinguifhed. The French 
foldiers were fent to perform this office, leaving hu^ 
manity only the cpnfolation of not; having put it oqt 
with blood. 

The following obfervations on Appcnzell, will, 
perhaps, be acceptable to the reader, They are 
taken from the work of a perfon well acquainted 
with the country, Mr. Raymond, who has added 
them to his'tranflation of Cox's letters. 

« Appenzel poflcffes in the preparation of nitre, 
m objcfl; of commerce, which has beep very con- 
fiderable fincc France and Germany were at war, and 

that 



TiiROtJCM $W!SSIRLAND. J?^ 

that admits of being made ftill more fo> if the fale of 
this fait were rendered conftant and regular byfa-^ 
vourablc circumftances. Its formation and encreafc, 
due to the fimpleft means, are not too difEcult for the 
flicphcrds of the canton. The ftalls of their catdc, 
bulk generally on the flope of the mountains, are not 
even with the ground except on one fide ; that of the 
building oppofite to its entrance is raifcd above the 
iurface two or three feet, and fupported at each 
angle by a ftrong poft; fo that the fpace be- 
tween the floor and the earth is entirely ex- 
pofcd to the air. They dig this whole area to 
the depth of about three feet : the earth taken 
"out of it being generally dark and fat, or even abfo- 
lutcly argillaceous, is replaced by another of a iandy 
Mnd, whkh muft not be much comprcflcd. This 
earth r^ecefl&rily very porous imbibes the urine of the 
cattkjjeadily gives away through evaporation the part 
that is purely aqueous^ and favours the formation of 
nitre, for which the contaA of the air is ablblutely ne- 
ceflary. When the ftall has been inhabited two or 
three years, the nitre is found in fufEcient quantriy. 
The pit may then be emptied, and the earth lixiviated. 
This is done in the ufual manner; after which the 
fame e^rth is dried in the open air and replaced in the 
pit. It has been remarked, that after being* once 
ufed the earth becomes fitter for the cryftailization of 
the nitre, that is eafier waflied out, and its quantity 
gradually encreafcd. Generally after the firft collec- 
tion one may collc<St every year, and it is not uncom- 
mon to fee thefe walhings produce a thoufand weight 
of nitre in an habitation niodcrately /populous. The 

expofure 
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<rxpoTurc of the mountains, relatively to the fun; irfi 
fluenccs confidcrably the abundance of the produce i 
the moft favourable is that to the north, becaufc therf 
the nioft expofed part of the pit is open to a fliarp 
air that quickens evaporation, and that th6 heat of* 
the fun does not vohtilize fome parts that enter inttf 
the compofition of the fait. 

« The commerce of nicfe is hot abfolutely pe-t' 
culiar to the canton of Appenzell : a conffderable 
quantity is likcvvife colkfted iri the cantdn of Glarus* 
But the people here being left attached in general to* 
their country, and not fo much of fliepherds, al- 
though as induftfious, as theif ntigfibours of Appen- 
zell, feem lefe attentive to the refources of the paflforaf 
^ life. This difference is fmall, it is true^ but ic cxifts,^ 
and is cohneded with other more confiderablc differ- 
ences, which diftinguifh thefe two little people^ 
Among the fix democratic^ or what are called the 
little cantons, thci'c is not one but offers, in the cha- 
rafler of itsr inhabitants, fofnething pecDliar, which* 
diftingutflies it from the reft. This appears fingular,- 
when one confidcrs, that thefe fix cantons are but 
very fmall divifions of a very fmall country/ a por- 
tion of a people bound by the fameinterefts^ fubje<ft 
to fimilar laws, educated in the fame way, and having 
all the fame principles. A certain national dignity, 
or rather pride, charafterizes the inhabitants of the 
canton of Schwyz. '[The cantons of Uri and of 
Zug have the reputation of being peopled by the 
xnoft rude and intradable peafantry of the whplc^ 

league- 
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league. Nevcrthelcfs, the latter arc ftill diftinguiflicd 
by at degree of turbulence, of which their general 
aflcmblies have frequently exhibited the proofs in 
blood ; while the former, who were always quoted 
as the moft frank and cold of the thirteen cantons, 
begin to lofe part of their difintereftcdnefs, in con- 
fcquence of their commerce with the Italians, with- 
out gaining any thing in foftneis of manners. Be- 
tween them and the canton of Schwyz, is that of 
Underwald, which <lifiers moft ftrikingly from all 
that furround it. A fet of men robuft, but flow and 
xiielanchoJy, inhabit its mountains. There is no- 
thing fo mild, fo humane, fo beneficent, as this good 
people, with whom hoi^tality is fo natural a virtue, 
that a perfon who travels on foot, and does not daz- 
zle thefc fimple beings by a fliew of luxury, may go 
from cottage tp cottage, and find every where a gra- 
tuitous afylum, with a hearty welcome. The inha- 
bitants of Glarus arc adive, reftlcfs, induftrious, 
and the Icaft attached of all the inhabitants of the 
Alps to their native foil, whereas the honeft fliep- 
fierds of Appenzcll can hardly be torn from theirs. 
Gay and finrrple, although induftrious, thefe people 
charm by the luavity of their manners, and intereft 
by the amenity of their wit. All Swiflerland quotes 
their numerous bons mots, fome of which have a 
pointed vivacity, and others a fiogular naivete.. 
There is not a fummer that companies of the moft 
diftinguiftied men in Zuric and SchafFhaufen do not 
go on foot of a pilgrimage to Appenzcll, to pafs a 
fortnight with thefe (hepherds, The celebrated 

Gefnery 
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Gefner, his Ifarftcd friend TuefAy^ the Breiii^ers^ 
and the Lavaters have taken, and canrinue to take' 
with pleafure this intcrcfting Journey.^* 1 owe to 
them a pleafaht obfervatibUi which 1 will add to cott- 
traft with the exclamation againft luxury, which 
terminates the letter of Mr. Co*. « As the herds 
of this' country are met in greater numbersy and 
more often than the men, it is by their means that 
luxury penetrates into the canton. An honeft pca- 
fant of Appenzell, whofe whole wardrobe is not 
worth twenty florins, will hang to the neck of the' 
cow which he honours with his predileftion, a fine 
bell that will coft feventy, equal to feven pounds 
Britilh." 

L I E C H T E N S T E i G. 

Round the fides of the kinfd of bafon in which h 
Etuated Appenzell, there are a .great many meadowy 
and fcattered hamlets that arc plcafing enough. 
They are all fcparated by white paRngs of a fimple 
but gay appearance, being jroung firs or larches fromt 
which the bark has been ftrippcd^ To judge by the 
rtiultiplicity of little divifions, every acre has a dif- 
tinft proprietor, nor can there be any people Icfe 
inclined to a community of goods. Enquiring my 
way I was defired to follow the high-road, which 
notwithftanding this charafter, I had fome dilEculty 
to difcoven At firft I could not fuppofc they meant 
a gravel-path about eighteen inches wide, wcli 
railed on both fides, and more like a walk in a gar- 
den 
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den th^n a iiigh-road; Stich,, however, it was. 
The meadow -land is. here fo precious, that they do 
not wafte an inch of it. After half-an-hour's walk 
you begirt to aifcend, and the reft of the way is a 
Continued fcenc of cultivated mountain. There are 
more trees thMn about Gaifs, but I think without im- 
proving tht pforpcft. I entered feveral cottages 
On pretence of repbfing myfclf^ and found them al- 
fnoft univerfally inhabited by weavers j with two or 
three looms generally [a each houfe. Near every ha- . 
bitation is a fountaiin of the fineft water : it is brought 
in pipes under ground, from fome fpring. higher up 
the mountain^ and flows conftanriy from an iron 
tubes in an upright poft^ into a large receiving 
trough. The paflenger may cool his mouth at the 
pipe, as i 6ften did without thejeaft inconvenience/ 
after the manner which I heard the Arabs ufe -, that • 
' is, to rinfc and gargle the mouth with the cold 
water, and throw it but when it began to grow 
Warm. Up the mountains a pcrfon iijay get milkj 
but I found 1 could not drink it often without great 
inconvenience^ They generally accept a gratuity 
for what they give, but in one or two inftances they 
, would not take mOney from me. . Notwithftanding 
the apparent eafe of their condition, both as to their 
drefs and the ftate of their dwellings, the children 
run after you univerfally, to beg for nwncy: the 
women alk. for it fomctimes, the men never. I 
look on it more as a kind of induftry pra6ti(cd hf 
thefe little urchins, and their mothers, than the rc- 
fult of any. real want; and as ftrangers travcrfe the 

G jcountry 
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country fo much in all direilions, the ipcculation 
'xnuft often fuccecd. 

Came through Schonengrund, where the Appen- 
^ellcrs gained a vidlory over the troops of the abbot 
of St. Gall, and of the count, of Toggenbourgy in 
1428, and thence to Lichtenftaeg, the capital of the 
county of Toggenbourg. This is not merely & 
manufafturing town itfelf, but a mart for the manu- 
failures of the furrounding country* 

rtere again, the fame church ferves the catholics 
and proteftants, to perform their iadorations of their 
common father and benefaftor. How delightful a 
fpcftacle for a perfbn who has witnefled the rage of 
bigotry, to find a place where countrymen and 
friends worlhip according to different forms, with- 
out enmity or averfion being occafioned by this dif. 
tinftipn ; to fee man at liberty to be finccrc in his 
religion, without being punifhed ip his fortune — to 
find oppofitc religious tenets, no impediment to the 
moft cordial union in defence of civil and political 
rights — to find that catholics and proteftants are not 
natural enemies. For me indeed, I never thought 
they were,— I have been long convinced that their 
difgraceful feuds, in that country, , where I moft 
lament the cxiftence of their differences, were -the 
artful inftigation^ of a perfidious foreign enemy. 
God of love ! when one contemplates your boun- 
tiful providence, your indifcriminate indulgence to 
all your crcaturcS;^ how can he not recoil with holy 
' / abhorrence^ 
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abhorrence, from that diabolical policy which diC- 
fcminatcs hatreds, inftigatcs to crimes, and arms 
perfccution ; which coolly confidcrs what murders 
and. what mifery it will coft to fupport a tyranny, or 
carry through a favourite meafure, and fcatters over 
the face of the globe what it fpares from extermi- 
nation, of thofe who inculcate the love of liberty, 
and the love of one another. 

Liechtcnfteig is fituated at the bottom of the 
valley of the Thur, which is here very narrow; 
from the houfcs or the ftrcet, you fee an ovcr-hang- 
, ing height of mountain and of woods, with their 
ever varying afpeft, whether the fun changes his 
pofition, or a cloud intfervenes, 

R A P P E R S C H W Y L/ 

Came along the banks of the Thur to Wattwyl, . 
a fwect village in this valley. It has fome of the 
handfomeflr houfcs I, have feen in Swiflcrland* 
Such as might be fuitable from their fize to a family 
of fiv# or fix hundred a year in Ireland, They arc 
inhabited by cotton manufadturers. The weaving 
and damping of this article, give employment and 
wealth to the iilhabitants of all this diftrift. An 
excellent pdft road^ paflTes through, leading tp the 
commercial town of St. Gall. What an amazing 
difference between the goodnefs of the high ways in 
this induftrious, heretofore peaceful little country, 
and their condition in the great 'military (laces of 
G 2 . Germany ? 
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Germany? Qrofs the Thur at Wattwyll, «wJ 
gfccnd the HumclwaW. Here they raife fome corct 
and a good deal of potatoes. In a field which I 
paffed, I law fome young women hoeing, they wore 
ftraw hats, ornamented with gay ribbons, and artifi-' 
cial flowers. They were altogfethcr better drefled 
than the women I faw labouring in the fields in 
other countries. There was an elderly man with 
them, to whom I fpoke. I learned from him, that- 
the land which I faw him cultivate was his own 
eftatc. The young women were his daughters; 
and if they Iwd not all the elegance of Q<jfoer> 
ihepherdef&s> they had a good deal of their afh 
pearancc. 

A little farther on, I had another noble profpeft of 
the Sentis, prcfcnting th^ back of what b difcover- 
ablc fro;n Gails. Some of the Alps of Glarus 
and Schwyz, were alfo in view. The Alps always 
look grander iind loftier from the fummk of a high 
n^ountain. The more elevated a perfon's pofition, 
the more can the eye take in of thefe immenfe 
mafias. Came through St. Gallen Capel to U^nach. 
It was here and at Kalcbrunn, that were obtained 
thofe preparatory fuccefles, which facilitated the 
great yi^ory on the Limmat, and it was here that 
fell the gallant general Hotze, whofe death was fi> 
fortunate a circumftanre ii^ favour of the French. 
XJznach was heretofore a fubjedl ftate belonging to 
the democratic cantons of Schweitz and Glaurus, 
and remarkable for the firmnefi and temper with 

which 
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which it freed kk\( in 1798. The people of tht$ 
t6wn and baiUwick had always been deiirous to be 
admitted to an equal participation of citizenfhip in 
the canton of ^chwcitz, and faw in the ftate of 
awaits at that period) an earnefl: of emancipation. ' 
When called on by their fovcrcigns* to furriifli their 
contingent for the defence of Berne, they rcfqfcd to 
ftir until their gricvajnces (hould be redrefled Why> ' 
faid they, , (hould we fpill our blood to fupport aa 
oligar chicil defpotifm ? It is more natural that w^^ 
'who arc ourfelves deprived of. many of our juft 
rights, fhould wifli fuccefs to fellow-fufFercrs who 
are contending for theirs. When the danger came 
to the gates of Schweitz, and that every arm was 
eflential to her fafety, it was ftill the fame prudent 
language on the part of the people of Uznacb. 
Grant us puf rights^ and 'wc are with you 5 but if 
the advantages you contend for are to be exclufive, 
it is fit they Ihould be purchafcd by your blood 
alone. They quoted againft Schweitz her own 
principles of liberty, and thofc conceffidns which 
Ihe wifely counfeled the ariftocratic carttops to 
make in favour of their rev<>king fubjefts. They 
quoted to Schweitz. the dangers they had incurred 
in common with her heretofore, without having 
participated in the bjenefits of her fuccejBcs, and de- 
clared they would no longer be guilty of fuch folly* 
They concluded by aflcrting, it was ftridlly juft that . 
they, who were always a diftinA people, fhould b^ 
frc<e to form a government for themfclves. Scfhweitx 
threatened, then cajoled, but the times were altered; 

and 
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and what would have been gratefully received .as a 
favour, never to be forgotten, a (hort time before, 
was now confidered as ^a debt, and dennahded as a 
right. The' paramount canton addreiTed a prockt- 
xBation to the magiftrates of the ^^ arch, &c. in 
which that lordly democracy employed precifely the 
, fam^ iftile in which .other fovereigns addr^fs fubjeds 
who begin to be reiHve, and are fomewhat powerful. 
It talks of pity and affeftion'for its loving, but de- 
luded fubjefts, notwichftanding their infolence of 
endeavouring to be— free ! It bids the people open 
their eyes to perfidious infligators -, as if withouj ^ 
thefe, the people^ could not wifli l;o be on an equal 
footing with their lords of the canton. It caution^ 
its dear fubjbdtsagainft iUufions of fpurious liberty j 
though the perfons who iflue it, poflcfs that very 
freedom, which alone the others claim. It a(k$ 
them with furpri^e, if they. could cxift as an inde* 
pendient ftate : though the very next neighbour of 
"Schweitz, Gerfaw, is lefs, and has long formed an 
independent ' republic. It aflures them, they will- 
not be fo happy under the rule of ambitious dema- 
gogues, as under the paternal government of their 
natpral fovereign 5 forgetting, that fuch precifely 
was the language of the boufe of Auftria, to their owii 
glorious,, artd rebellious anceftors. The proclama- 
tion then acquits the fimple countryman of thefe un- 
natural confpiracies, to throw them entirely on dc- 
Cgning individuals, whp wifh to overturn the h^ppy 
conftitution of their country. 

The 
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. ' The fuccefs of the efforts, which Schweitz was 
difpofcd to make at this time, in tronjunftion with 
chc other democratic cantons, was gready impeded 
by the refraftory, but very natural conduft purfucd' 
^n the occafion by the diftridls of Uznach, Gafter, 

• and Wefcn. They would not march, they would 
give, no affiftanee, until their liberties were firft 
•cftablifhed. Already the conftitutipn offered by- 
France was accepted by the fubjcd communes of 
Toggenbourg, Thurgo via, 'Rhein thai, Werdenberg, 
and Sarganst Every fubjeft diftrift demanded 

, Kberty: a French army was ready to fupport them; 
and, at Icaft^ it gave them'independence of their old 
ta(k-ma£lers. It was in this extremity Only, that 
the little domineering cantons would cohfent to a 
ineafure, always juft, and now inevitable, cither by 
forte or by confcnt. But too much time had bepn 

.loft before making the concefDon, to render it pro- 

' fitable to thofe who granted it at lafl. Neverthc- 
lefsj it reflcdls honour on the adminiftration of 
Schweitz, that the people of Uznaeh d<?fired no 
more, than to be incorporated in the canton as fel- 
low-citizens of the SchwcitEcrs ; whereas, the fub- 

. je<5ls of the ariftocratic cantons, infiflcd on being 
altogether independent. At the prefent period, I 
found the people of Uznkch as much alive to the 
interefts v/hich were occupying the other parts of 

, ^jSwifTerland, as any pcrfons I had yet feen. They 

;^ went with heart and hand ifito all the meafurcs oi( 
the metropolitan town of Schweitz. 
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The walk from Uznach is very pleglabt. Tlie 
couatry on the left of the road is wooded, but there 
are frequent openings which give a view of the 
Uke. Thefe breaks throw 4 variety into the , 
profpeft, and fupply the fatisfaftion which one feels 
at a neat and circumfcribed landfcape, after behold- 
ing in one picture, as he does from feveral other 
points, the vaft extent of this grand piece of water/ 
and' the fublime fcenery that furrounds it. 'Xhe 
lituation of Rapptrfchweil is happy, and the advanr 
tages drawn from it are nothing. The town is fitu- 
atcd on a peninfula, which is fufficiently large tq 
admit of gardcps. Accordingly there are foine> 
but 1 faw none that bore marks of tafte or extraar-* 
dinary care. I was forced ta compare it to Con- 
ftance, in regard to the advantages of its fituatioi>,. 
and the wrctchednefs of its appearance. There is 
^ a fite here for one of the moft agreeable public 
wa'lks, which art has done nothing to embellifh, of 
to make convenient. It is elevated, efpecially at 
the part where ftands the old caftle^ it has water oft 
both fides, and enjoys the view of a noble reach up 
and down the lake. A few trees, however^ there 
are, under whofe Ihade it was delightful to linger in 
this hot weather, and there is' folitude enough to 
allow one to bathe, without offending the delicacy 
of any fair paffenger. 



This. 
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THs town, which pofleflcd the advantages of ^ 
bridge, for upwards of four hundred and nihety 
years, commur^icates now by a ferry Only with the 
oppofice fliore. In 1308, Albert the fccond arch- 
duke of Auftria, built a bridge here, which the 
Frcoch broke down in 1 799, to defend themftlves 
againft one of his fuccefTors. Its great length of 
one thopfand eight hundred and fifty paces, was not 
altogether owing to the breadth of the lake, but 
from having been conftrudled of two parts, forming . 
together an obtufe angle, whofe point was towards 
the caft. As the Linth flows into it from that fide, 
I concluded that it$ current rauft be fcnfibly felt 
here, which h 'much farther from its mouth, than 
the Rhone, and produces a marked tSk^ in the lake 
of Gerveva. The bbatmen eonfirm^id my conjee- 
ture,. and it is the more natural, as in point of 
breadth, the lake of Zurtci is only a magnificent 
riv^er. Paflcngers hgtve here no caufe to complair^ 
of extortion. I had to pafs alone, apd paid for a 
b(»t but fix kruCzers, or about two-pence-halfpennyj 
The liar-inn^, where I fet up, is equally entitled to 
ipy commendation* 

EINSIDELN. 

After being lartded at the village of Hurdcrr, I 
Iboi^ began to alcend Mount Etzel. The afeent 
alone is of ah hour and a half's fmart walking; byt 
whco one has no oecafion ta bera a hurry, he oftcit 
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ftops to look behind, and is always gratified with the 
grandcft viewi. ^ The town of Rappcrfchwcil looks 
from no place fo well as acrofe the lake from tlnr 
fide of Mount Et?cl. 

This fteep afccnt is alfo a" defile, which winds m 
one place fo as to give the fuperior height a 
complete command of the whole road below it. 
The pofition is fuch, that a cannon placed there, 
and properly pointed, would ftrike from head to 
tail the column that attempted to force it. .Yet 
a Frjench demi-brigade paffcd here in marching 
to the attack of Schwcitz. T\he refplution of the 
troops and officers is entjded to all the praifc of 
animal courage, becaufe they cxpedled to be re* 
lifted i but the exploit is nothing, becaufe they were 
not at ay oppofcd. The pafs was occupied by fix 
hundred mep, qnder the command of Marianus 
Her?og, a monk of Einfideln, who chofe this poft 
for himfclf. This man had acquired an abfolute 

[ fjominion over the minds of a very fuperftitious peo- 
ple, and infpired them, with all the hatred which it 
was natural for a monk to feel againft the enemies 
of religious eftablifhments. He was vehement in 
fpeech, cunning and intriguing, proud and ambitious, 
hypocritcal in his profcffions of patriotifm, infinc^re 
|)ut furious in his affeftation of fanadcifm. Schin- 

. dellcgi, the other pals into the valley ofEinfidlea 
was bravely defended by the Schwifs chaflfcurs,and 
^he enemy repulfed. During this time Marianus 

Herzog* 



' 
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jlcrzog, behaving like a coward or a traitor, told 
bis foJdier^ that it. wa? in vain for them to think of 
fdcfcoding their poft, that the people did not defend 
thcmfelvcs elfcwhcrc, ^nd defired them to return 
home. He abandoned the pafs, opening to the 
tbctny a road into the heart pf his pountry, which 
they could fcarccly have forced. 

At the tops of this afccot is a yery well-looking 
inn, but very badly furnifhed. For this the^ landlady 
gpologi^ed, by faying thatftie wgs plundered by the 
French. If the accommodation were good, the 
iituation would be charming to loiter in for a day o]f 
two. There i$ a round hill, which in another coun« 
try would be confidered high, caft from. the inn. It 
i^ very well worth while to go to the top of this 
Alpine mount, as the country thence to the moun- 
tains of Glaris has all the appearance "of a charming 
vale, with abundance of the ufual accompanim.ent$ 
of comfortable chalets and fine herds. Another de- 
flexion ftill better worth being m^de, is to tlic fum- 
mit of Etzeh It is about three quarters of an hour's 
further afcent ; and in few places can tbe lover of 
fublime and extienfive views be more gratified. The 
lake of Zurjc is vifible almoft through its whole ex- 
tent: its north-eaft Ihore, the belt cultivated and 
jmoft beautiful is/in prpfpe6l, fomewbat as the coun- 
try up' from Biackrock appes^rs aci;pfs the bay of 
Dublin, to a perfon placed on the Hill of-Howth* 
On the weft is the romantic valley of the S.il, fol^r 

lowing 
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lowing the finuofities of the Albis. After bidding 
adieu to thcfc charming views which I had contem- 
plated from fo many favourable points, I defcended, 
to profecutc my ramble. Near the bridge of the 
Si), between Etzel and Einfideln, was for a great 
Awhile, we are told, the refidence of Paracelfus* A$ 
a phyfician, Icould not pais without paying the ho- 
mage of my remembraace to this ingenious patriarch 
of Charlatans. For the diftance of half-a-fnile from 
Einfidcln^ the road is lined with litde chapels^ 
which arc ftations of prayer for the penitent finnew, 
who frequent this' celebrated pilgrimage* . The 
greatnefs of theii" zeal may be judged of by the vaU: 
quadrangle which it has raifed for the benediftine 
monks, and by the princely refidence of their abbots 
The church too is a magnificent ftrtrdure, as far ds 
it can be rendered foch, by great dimenfions, and 
;ibundance of gilding. It is much too pretty to bt 
fine. ' , 

I enquired here, as I had done hitherto wherever 
I paficd through places occupied by the French, 
what had been th^ir condoft ? Their difcipline was 
exemplary j but the contributions levied by the com- 
mander of their army, w^re very heavy. The fum 
required of this convent and the other convents of 
the cantons of Schweitz, was five hundred thouiand 
franks monthly, for one year, equal in the total to 
«50,oool. fterling. The' fum muft^ appear cnor- 
inpus to a perfon unacquainted with idhe immenfe 

• riches 
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riches of tfeis convent > but the French feem to have 
been well informed of its ability. In faft, it was 
always accumulating, except during the Ihort period 
that Zuinglius who was a preacher bei^, injured its in^ 
come by his fermons againft pilgrimages. It never had 
been put under contributbn before, and it had been 
frequently enriched by the lavilh offerings of kings 
and enip^rors, and men of all ranks and degrees, wha _ 
hoped to atone for paft offences, or engage the favour 
of , the virgin in future emergencies, by their liberality 
to her miraculous image, which.happily this cbifter 
poiTeffed, and which was its richeft domain. Its an^ 
nual^ revenues amounted, 1 was afSbred, to ioo,ock)L 
Exclufive of the profits of the miraculous image, 
ihis convent enjoyed the benefits; of an immenfe 
commercial houfe. It deah in aM forts of commodi- 
ties fpiritual and temporal. It polTefled jikU .kinds 
of manufafturcs, from the cloth which covers and 
comforts the^ body, to the crucifix, on which the ex- 
piring penitent attaches the laft looks of hope and 
refignation. It gave conftant employment to a 
printing-prefsy that was very lucrative, and never 
profaned by one page of phitofbphyj but always 
diligent m propagating the pious and orthodox la- 
bours of the fathers of the houfe, and fuch other 
edifying works as they feleftcd for the inftrudion ef 
the faithful It pofTcfTed, moreover, tithes, chief- 
rents, and feigniories, bonds and capitals, together 
with' a rich trca&ry of the precious metals coined 
and uncoined. Before the arrival of the French, 

the 
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the provident monies removed the treafure of thc?f 
church, except its greateft treafure, the image. 
This, having the power of working miracles, they 
wifely judged was able to take care of icfelf. 

Some perfons who had witnefled the fuccefs df 
the French arms in the weft and fouth of SwifleN 
land, and that fo many of its bulwarks had already 
fallen, thought of faving this little country, at leaft 
from pillage, by a timely capitulation, but the gallant 
Marianus Herzog declared himfelf general in chief of, 
the armed force of Einfideln, took a facred ftandard 
and fwore before -the high altar to conquer or to die 
with his colours. Nevtrthelcfs he was Ihorriy after- 
wards of opinion, without .being indebted for the 
difcovery to his erudition, but (imply to the work- 
ings of his own heart, . 

** That he who is in battle flain. 
Will never live to fight again, 
But he who nobly runs away. 
Will live to fight another day." 

All things were again in a great meafure returned 
to the accuftomed order ; only that ftrangcrs arc n6 
longer (hewed the worldly trcafures of the church. 
Thcfc have difappeared, and are not likely fn this im- 
pious age to be foon replaced. I vifited the printing- 
office of the town. . Tl^ere was then but one prefs, 
and its ufual employment was interrupted for a mo- 
ment, to publifh die addrefs of the inhabitants of the 

^cantons 



THUOUGH SWISSEB»LAN0« 95 

^cantons of Uri, Schwyz and Untcrwalden to the 
reft of the people of Swiflcrland. As alio the letter ^ 
of the chancery of Schwyz to general Anderniatt 
an^d the ftadthalter Keller, relative to the hpftilities 
at the Rengg, This diftrift had caught the pa- 
triotic flame from Schwyz, and was, as I could, d^^^ 
cover, univcrlally hoftile to, the . Helvetic govern- 
ment. 

The following are extrafts from that addrels, 
with which I enriched my journal, while waiting for 
the cool of the evening to refumc my walk : 

<^ Freedom was our moft precious jewel, our 
moft facred property j our fathers purchafcd it with 
their blood, and founded the happiqefs of their fuc- 
ceflbrs on the inheritance of liberty. Thcfe origi- 
nal founders of independence (Iretched forth their 
fraternal hands to your fathers, they received them 
as brethren into their union, and often fought and 
conquered in defence of their icommon rights.** 

«« For centuries after the peace of Weftphalia 
had recognized the independence of the Swifs con- 
federacy, we lived in the quiet pofleffion of our well- ' 
earned liberties. Contented with our condition we 
did not envy others their greater wealth or fplendor ; 
inoffenfive ourfclves we rejoiced in the peace and 
prolpcrity of our confederate brethren, and enjoyed 
in rcpofe the fwccts of a fhepherd life as a free 

people.'* 

" In 
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<« In the year 1 798 we were cruelly awoke otii 
of this peaceful flumber, through that convulfion of 
the ftate, the cffcfts of which are ftili fo. painful.- 
Neither artifice nor force werfe left untried to fubjcdt 
us to the yoke of an admjniftration, that Was in no 
rclpedt fuit^ble to our relations, and Icaft of all to 
OUT liberties. Did we then voluntarily yield our 
hands to be chained ? voluntarily abandon our free-* 
dom and our rights ?*' 

«« Power prevailed, we were fubdued, but ovt 
rights were not deftroyed. The freeman retains 
. the fpirit of freedom even in his fetters/' 

<< At length a ray of freedom fcemed tp fhinc 
forth from the 1 ith article of the treaty ofLunevillcy 
ivhich recognizes the independence of the Swifs, 
and their right of giving themfelves \yhat govern- 
ment they.pleafc. We were firft prevented by cir- 
cumftanccs from availing, ourfclves of that ftipula- 
tion, &c. We had afterwards to contend with the 
fpirit of party, with the provifional Helvetic govern- 
ment, and its commiflarics, who endeavoured by 
organic laws to abridge our rights and liberties/' 
Laftly, the withdrawing of our deputies from the 
Helvetic convention in Oftober, 1801, is a proof 
« that wc would never abandon our juft clairns to 
liberty/* / . 

"At 
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♦' At kft there arofe a hope of better things, 
tvhich the firft conful qf France feemcd to confirm 
in liis note of the 20th of December, 1801, to the 
Helvetic landamman, Aloys Reding^ &c."^ 

^^ Inftead of this there appeared on the 25th of 
May a Helvetic conftitution, together with a felf- 
conftituted fcnate, which had the power of perpcta* 
ating itfelf by means of commiflions of its own 
choite. It was more unfit for us than any of thofc 
which preceded it, Was folemnty rejeftcd, and a de- 
claration annexed to the a£b, that thefc cantons would, 
not fubjcft themfelves to any majority by which it 
might be. accepted, &c." ^ The people dedarcd 
their wifli for the old conftitiition, and the depaN 
turc of the French troops left them liberty of aftion/* 

H «< At 

♦ In the account of the iiftgociatioti between the "Gx^ 
landamman of the Helvetic republic and the firft conful of 
France, and Hs minifier of foreign afeirs, article nirte fcys, 
that the cantons of Uri, Schwy2, and Unterwalden, (hall 
not be fnbjefl to the falt-adminil^tion of the central go- 
vernment. Tenth, That the fame cantons in confideration 
of what they had fuffered, the tmfrtiitfiilnbfs of their foH, 
and their inability to feed themi«lve$, (hall be exempted 
from all taxes {&r the (upport of the central government % 
be reftored ito their ancient freedom, and their obligations 
toward the central government be folely limited to mea- 
fures of general defence, and of relation to foreign powers. 
The landamman Rtding \\ti8 aflTured by citizen Hautrine 
m the part of the firft conful, his approbation of thefe ar- 
ticles nine and ten ; but that he would not deprive the 
Helvetic government, in Whofe province they were, of the 
honour of granting them. 
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" .At this time appeared Keller, the commiffioncf 
of the central government, bot not as the mcflengcr 
of peace. His meafures for impoGng, in an arbi- 
trary and forcible' manner, a governor on the can- 
ton, who Ihould regulate all concerns with the cen- 
tral adminiftration> incenfed a free peopie> and made 
them fly to the only proceeding left, unkfs- every 
thing were to be given up to anarchy. They chofc 
a paternal, cantonal magiftracy, which (hould ad- 
tninifter the affairs of its country, and keep up its 
relations with the central government." 

. •' All was pcacc^ order, and decency, which i» 
reprefented to you as revolution* As little as thefe 
three cantons have a right to impofe.on others 
an odious conftitution, fo little have others the 
right of impofing it on thefe original cantons. Our 
proceeding is therefore no infurredtion againft a 
legitimate or acknowledged government.** 

« It is attempted to pcrfuadc you that thefe can- 
tons are inftruments'of a plan for reftoring the for- 
mer regime- in all its parts ; of dealing under a hate- 
ful yoke men who thirft for liberty ; and the general 
affcmbly of Schwyz is accufed of having determined 
that its former fubjcfts (hould be again as they were 
before. Thefe Ihamclefs imputations difcover the 
baft proceedings of the enemies of liberty; for the 
canton of Schwyz, by a folemn a6t, has fraternally 
received its former dependents to equal liberty and 

♦ rights. 



N 



THROUdH SWrSSEltLANt)*^ 9^ 

rights, tfnd invited their deputies to the general 
aflcmbly, where, they now fit and labour together to 
form a cantonal conftitution founded on thcfc prin- 
ciples. It has folcmnly promilcd thofc who imme- 
diately belong to it^ never to difturb them in the 
enjoyment of their acquired privileges, and it is 
rcfolved never to irttcrferc with the internal arrange* 
ments of another canton. «^ We wifti not toopprcfi 
othcrsj nor difturb their rights, nor afFcft their hap- 
pinefs, nor do we grudge them the freedom,- which 
we wifli to enjoy.-<Do us juftice^ friends, neigh-- 
bpurs, brotherSj Qonfcderates ! judge of our under*- 
taking from the proper point of view, and you will 
find that we haye done nothing to which we are not 
entitled by the moft facrcd right> and the obvious 
ncceffity of our pofition." 

Finding myfelf engaged in the military, and poli- 
tical operations of Schwyz, of which Einfideb ^as 
a dependent out-poft, I will continue the fubjeft^ 
•and refume the acccount of my walk at the end* 

Three- fourths of Swiflcrland were "already pof- 
fclTcd by the French army : the oligarchical powers 
were chafed by it, as chaff is driven by the wind j 
and the little democratic cantons flill dared to. rcfifl:. 
They had even the honour to conquer, and only 
yielded, becaufc vidoryitfelf cxhaufted theirnum- 
H 2 bcrs, 



bers^ vfhm the contd): was with an CBcmy as baain 
as tbey^ and that couki indefinitely repair ks k>i&& 
Sclvwyt took the k^d : though fmall in extent^ tim 
Kttfc ccMJOtry enjoyed great rank amotig the confe- 
dci*a£es, on account of ks for met iict^ of valour, 
its eminent iervices 'm ikt c^ufe of independeoce^ 
and its (hare of dominion over feveral fyhjedt. ftaiiea. 
The Switzcrs and their con)patuons were not igno- 
rant of the inequality of the firugg^ ; but they did 
not depm it worthy of tteir high character, to yield 
to any foreign power, on barejy ftriking the balance 
of their own numbers and tbofc of the enemy. The 
fcholar more acquainted wkh Grecian than Hclvcoc 
hiftory, will fay, tlwtthibwas truly Spartan : but Ae 
^country of Tell and Winkeircid, though kfe 
known, is not inferior in heroic fcntiment, or pa- 
triotic dcvouon* to the parent foil of Lconidas, 

ExcluGvely of that proud feeling which is fcfs 
alive to the prcfervation of life tilan of honour, thp 
dcmocradcs had all their power at ftake* The 
conftittition offered to Aem, appeared in their eyes 
a confiderable abridgment of their peribnal rights. 
It certainly^ regulated the cxercife of power in a 
manner which had the appearance of being a reftric- 
tion, and bow few arc they, who will voluntarily 
part with even the capricious ufc of power ? So 
few, that generally fpeaking, nothing remains, but 
to take it forcibly away. 

The 
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The peribnal pride of fotticf fcadfog femilfej, 
cemcurrtd aUb with the nobler pride of paCriotHnii 
Several of them had acquired tides of AobtKrf in 
other countries^ which were ufcful to them in thofc 
pl(»rcs> and of whicH befides they had the weaknefs 
to be vain- The French principles arrf French 
arms deprived their cantofi of ita^ fobje<2 bailfwicM, 
and themfckea confequcntly of thofe lucrative and 
honourable •offices, which were divitled among theifr. 
£very citizert'of the democratic cantons f»d, if Mt 
liberty, at Icaft power atid privileges tef defendf 
^feile thcfe were held by feme indtviduab onlyt 
uader the digarchical govermnents. The confe^- 
quences were conformable to foch a conditioii of th6 
peopJe^ The refiftartce was umver&l in the demo- 
cratic cantons, it was bat partial in the oiigarcbks i 
and granttftg, for argumenc*s fake, that the principle 
of felf was the motive with all, it is evident, as well 
from the fad as from the nature of things, that the 
fiatc is tnoft powcrfut, which mod comprchenfivcly 
/embraces the mafe of rhc people in the franchifcs of 
its conflitution;. 

The clergy Ukewife, who had great inflqcnce a$ 
individuals, and were at the fame time terrified at 
the treatment which the Gallic^n church experienced 
from the new rcpjublic, cjcerted themfclves fuc-* 
ceffively, to animate their ^ock with a fanatical 
hatred of the French. They painted thcfe in the 
blackeft colours, and eafily induced an ignorant an4 

fgpcrftitiou^ 
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fupcrftitious peafantry, to aflfociatc with a French 
foldier, whatever was ^bon^inayc iii the courfe of . 
the revolution. 

The ^cpnftituiion attempted to be forced on thcr 
people, contained another thing very ofFenfive. *It 
fet afide aU the particular govefrnnlents of the caa- 
tqns. Thefe little diftrifks are feparatcd by immenfe 
barriers, almoft impaflable during part of the year, 
0o4 what frpni this circumftance, and the want of 
icpmmerce, they live in regard tp each other like 
diftinft nations. In faft, they iforrn one nation as 
litde as d|o the people of Germany. Superadded , 
to thefe qpnfidcradons, was th^ force of habit, 
which gave theni great ayerfion to an incorporating 
upion. Owing to the difficulty of intercourfe, the 
feparation of . governments was alfo a great conve- 
nience. National and perfonal pride concurred no 
doubt in like manner, to make them wifh to retain 
that feparation. Appenzell, for.inftance, which, 
made its name renowned in the wars of Helvetia, 
did not like that its fame lliould be funk in the de- 
nomination of Sentis. An emulation of honour 
will e^^ift between the beft men, and perhaps between 
thofc alone. While each canton then retained its 
former individuality, it had fomething to boaft that 
elevated its particular charafter, and which it could 
not bear to fee diluted in the general charafter pf 
Helvetian. 

^ Many 
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Many individuals oF thofc Cantons would fill the . 
firft offices of the republics, while they retained 
diftinft governments; but under a government one 
and indivifiblc, mod of thefe men would fink into 
infighificance, or only fill petty provincial fituations. 
That it was honour only they dcGred, and not 
njoney, is manifeft from this, that the landammans 
and ftadtholters under the old confederacy, had little 
or no falary, whereas the new governors were to be 
well paid, people will call this pride : but human 
aftions muft have a motive, and that furely is beft 
for others, which belongs to an elevation of cha- 
mber in the poflcfTor, and does not fpring from a 
l^rdid felfiihnefs. There is no man of fpirit, but 
miftics to be of (ronfequcnce fomcwhcre. 

With fuch a combination of inducements, which . 
embraced every intcreft, public as well as private ; 
which fc^rcely left a fingle individual in thefe can- 
tons indifferent to their fate, the conteft muft have 
been enthufiaftic and obftitiatc. Schwyz, as here- 
tofore, is entitled to particular diftinflion, becaufc 
it could coolly contemplate misfortune, deliberately 
_prefer death to difgrace, and becaufc the nation fell, 
only with the conqucft of Schwyz* The fcnti- 
mcnts of this gallant people cannot be too much 
admired, their condudt dcfervcs our wai-mcft fym- 
pathy, we muft grow better men as we feel it, De-^ 
fertcd by their allies, their laft hope was in their owa 

rcfolution^ 
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refolutibm What remans to us^ faid they, but to 
die the glorious death of our iatbers? 

i 

A perfon* who vifited fhcfc^places the fame yeaf, 
tluiiadefcribes the enthuBafm of the Swifs warriors. 
I£s accounc wa& confirmed to me on the fpoti afid 
what is of more confcquence^ it was confirmed ift 
every odicr part of Swiflferland,. 

<^ So many misfortunes tended only to carry their 
f^ntfauGafm to the higheft pitch* The old men and 
the chadrea defircd that, they might not he left to 
liirvive the extintStion qf their country. The 
ifpomen and young giris harneflid themfelves to tlie 
cannon taken fix»m the i^qcemers^ md helped* to- 
drag them through the mpft difficult roads to the 
polirion- of Rothenthurm* This intercfting fex 
took whatever fparc arms it could find, which- u% 
general were but clobs^ and kept guards, and pre--^ 
ferved order m the interior of the xountry ; • Mrhile 
their fathers, their brathers> their hufband^, their 
children, guardedthefun^mitsof the mountaiRS iq 
p«fcncc of the enemy. Here did this band of 
Schwyzers> firm as the rocks on which they ftood, 
wait the moment of devoting thcmfelvesfor the in- 
dcpeadchce of their country. « Here on the verdant 
heights: of Moqgartcn, that ancient theatre of Swife 
valour, they hoped to renew the feats of their fore- 
fibers.; and leave to their country, if not liberty, 

I at 

♦ Henry Zfchokke. 
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ac lead: a. memorable cxampk of wh^t a free peopI<^. 
could perform in its defence," 

fhtw commaadcr, jtlojs Reding^ thought this a 
6t time to addreffr them ii> the foUowing words: 

^ Brave comrades^ dear fcllow-citizens^ we are 
now near the decifive momenta Swroonded hy 
pncmies, abandoned by bur friends, (halt we imi-r 
tatc the ejcample given ta»B on this very ground ? 
Almoft certain death awaits us; If any man dreads 
h$ let hiqi retire : no reproach of ours ^all purfuc 
iMsu We fliould not deceive oc^rfelves on fo 
ibkmn an occalion. I would rather have one 
hundred dttjEtrmined men, oti whom I can rcfjr, 
tban five hundred who k\}ght feebly ,^ or expofed bf 
tfaeir flighty and caufcd a u&lefe facrifice of the 
brave foldiers who fhould ftill defend themfelve?* 
As for roc, I jM^omi^fe never ta fbrfekc- you, even 
U3i the utmofl: peril. If you have the fame rclblu- 
tion, fend two men from your ranks to fwear to mc 
in your name, that yott will be feichfiil to your 
promifes." 

f« The foldiers, leaning on their arms, liftenett 
in fi|ence to the words of their chief. Tears of 
eBthufiafm were k^n on tlie manfy* cheeks of fofne,, 
q£ thefe warpforsi and yihtvi Reding had fimfttrd^ 
|3acy ftioBCed with one accord, *« We wiJl never 
^iindofl^ youk -^ Then two men advanced ftom the 

^ ranks^ 
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r^nksy and ftretchcd forth their hands in tokea 
of fidelity." 

The French defccndcd from their pofirion with 
great circumfpedlion, and in formidable numbers. 
The Swifs were in order of battle to receive them, 
and after one difcharge of cannon, flew on them 
with their pikes and bayonets. Two Swifs batta- 
lions croflfed a plain of eight hundred paces under 
the fire of the French mufketry, joined the enemy, 
whom they immediately routed, and compelled to 
rcfumc their pofition on the heights. This fucceis 
was not obtained without the'lofs of fomc valuable 
lives, and theconteft muftbe renewed under the difad- 
vantage of diminjfhcd forces. The enemy with a gene- 
rous admiration of their gallantry, ofltred every thing 
that could fopth their honour, andinfifted on nothing 
further than the acceptance of the cbnftitution, to 
which Helvetia had already fubmittcd. They did 
indeed fave the moft precious poflefljon cff a nation, 
its lionour. They were not acceffible to any 
cpvCardly. fear of defending it i neither did th^y 
bafely fell their indepcndeiice. They yielded only 
to a force which they had tried, and experienced ta 
be irrefiftible. - 

The durarion and tranquillity of thefe democra- 
cies, was principally owing to the cirjcumftancc of 
alniofl: every man's being a proprietor-of land in. 
perpetuity. Each family had its little cftate, the 

Alps 
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Alps were common to all, and the guarantee of their 
poflcffions was in great part their confticution^ 
This made each perfon take equal care of the lattex 
as of the former. He was bound to his country a$ 
to his property; one could hardly be difturbed 
without the other; fo that the political afjbciatipa 
became the pcrfpnal intereft of every individual. 
Happily united among themfelves, they had nothing 
to fear unlefs from foreign influence : they accord- 
ingly cnaiftcd, that no foreigner. fhould hear autho- 
rity among them* The priefts themfelves were 
not excepted from this regulation. None would be 
fufFered, who- were not natives of the country. 
Thus, a claf^ pf men who are generally without 
feed property, who cftrange themfelves from local 
partialities, to become teachers pf mankind, and 
from family ties, to lead liycs of greater holinefi* 
* were neyerthelefs -retained in contadt with the inte- 
r^fts of their country, through filial afFedion and 
the bonds of friendfhip. The regard of their bre- 
thren was of more importance to them than the 
aiiger of a foreign bilhop. It does not appear that 
the Schwyzers were fubjedt to the ecclefiaftical autho- 
rity of the bifhop of Conftance, before the year 984, . 
or that anteriorly to him, they obeyed any foreign 
ccclefiaftical power. Their clergy were governed 
by the fame laws as the other cidzens. The 
energy of policical liberty alone could, refift the 
encroachments of a dominion every where elfc 
tripmphant. In their contefts with the abbots of 
V, . ' " Einfideln, 
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,Finfidcln, the Schwyacrs proved how littte thcf 
regarded the tfiundcrs of the church ; as tbey likc^ 
T^vifc fhcwed in forming alliances with excommuni- 
cated emperors for the advantage of their countiy. 
Of their temporal power, they would yield nothings 
and this at a time when kings and emperors humbfed 
themfclves before the clergy. Not chat they were 
at alt free from fuperftition, but that accuftomed to 
goVern themfclvfes, they would never confide to 
other hands a right to which they were attached 
from habit and from paffioa. The civil authority 
carried its jealoufy fo far, as to make the elcrgjr 
folicit, annually the prefervation of their benefices^ 
This was a vciy improper jcaioiify ; bttt it marks 
the character of the political confticution, which 
caufed a people other wife very fuperftitious, to rc^- 
ilram their cfcrgy with fo much care. In the 
feventecnth century they annulled tithes, and fub- 
jefted the pricfts to the payment of taxes. Thus 
were thefe impious attacks on the riches of the- 
church, prior to the fpite of French atheifts. In 
troth, thefe and many other things that have been 
condemned in the* French revolution, were bor- 
rowed from the good people of Swiflerland. With 
fin this, the clergyman, as an individual, poflcfled 
!the fame political rights with any other citizen. He 
conftantly enjoyed the rcfpeft always due to lii^ 
ofike, and frequently merited by his fuperior 
pndowments. This wa^ juft. 

We 
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Wc may judge of Ac efficacy of all thcfc pre- 
caiirioas* by that which is truly admirable in 
the hiftory of this people, that it exhibits m 
inftancc of inteftii^c diffenfion. Yet here was all 
jaloog a pure democracy. This kind of govern- 
xne«t 18 certainly very exceptionable i but tb judge 
of it candidly, it would be proper to examine whether 
the evils that have mark<d'it were fimply acceffo- 
ries, or cffctitial— whether they did not more belong 
to a bad fyftem of property, than to a bad fyfteur 
of government* At all events, this example may 
perhaps tend to dimipilh their terrors, who arc 
frightened at the people's poffeffing a juft ftiarc of 
political power; efpecially if with it^ they got per- 
pctual |€Bures of dieir little properties, and exer- 
• cifcd that power uflder the happy improvement of 
reprcfentatibn* 

Agjanft fo ftrong a country, and fo brave H 
people, is there not reafon to be furprifed at the 
fuccefs of the French? But what are bulwarks if 
they arc not defended ? and what is individual bravery 
without union? The Helvetians were not united. 
It was the great misfortune of the cantons to have 
had fubjcfts. Had thcfc been all citizens and free, 
there is ftrong probability that the country \yould 
not have been invaded^ 3nd a ftill ftronger, that if 
an attack had been made from abroad, it would 
recoil in dkfgncc on the a0ailants. At firft, the 
. confederate^ extended the fway of liberty with their 

fuccefs. 
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fucccfs, and Zug and Glarus were made free by 
their conquefts. But . when lengtti of time had 
confirmed their power, and the evil example of the 
towns of Lucerne, Zuric and Berne had feduced 
them into a defire of aggrandizement^ one is mor- 
tified to fee that a people free itfclf, and furious at 
the idea of a matter, /hould neverthelefs embrace 
the unjuft projeft of having fobjefts. It it in a 
great meafure the caufc of. thofe recent difaftcrs 
which have ended in fubjugation> and of the over- 
throw of that liberty fo dear to the pofleflbrs, but 
fo unwifely refufcd to their dependents* 

As their conquefts were itioftly made in common^ 
whenever one canton would not relinquifli its right 
of dominion^ another would think it ufelefs to rc- 
linquifh' its own. Some effort was reqaifite that 
would break alLthefe chains at once, and the expc- . 
rience of centuries proves,/ that it was not to be ex- 
pefted from within* 

By the convention of Stantz: in 148 1, it was fettled 
that the whole confederacy fhduld be held to rife in 
mafs, and crulh all fubje£ls who would attempt to 
reclaim their rights. . This treaty was. always faith- 
fully executed; and in 1653,- the democratic can- 
tons were very prompt to take up arms againft the 
, revoked fubjcfts of the oligarchies of Berne, 
Lucerne, Solcure, and Bafle. With fuch a combi- 
nation againft them, thefe people could never libe- 
rate 
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rate thefflfclvcs by tbdir own efforts. Nothing l^it 
a force whiclv was not Swifs, could free the fubjcft- 
people of Helvetia. Here then b to be found a 
very natural caufe of difunion on one fide, and of 
the facility of fuccels on the other. Can we realbn- 
ably cxpeA that thofe, who were oppreffed, (hould 
join in the defence of their oppreflbrs ? and fo|r 
what good purpofe ihoukd they do it ? They were 
not fo loyal as thofe negroes, of whom adnairal 
Villarot Joyeufc fays, that they received with ac- 
clamation the re-eftabli(hment of flavcry, and cried, 
vive la rcpublique, when they were driven to the 
market to be fold tike hogs. 

The cantons of Uri, Schwyz, Underwalden,^ and 
Glarus, had formed their political organization fo 
early as the beginning of the ninth century. It 
muft confequcntly be found very'^imperfeft in the 
prcfcnt age. Yet their avcrfion real, or pretended, 
to innovatipn was a bar to every improvement} 
and became in reality only a plaufible pretext for 
the continuation of abufcs. The citizen' of one 
canton was an alien in another. A Schwyzcr who 
married a woman of a different religion from that 
of his canton, loft the excrcife of his political rights -, 
and a female, , who married a ftranger, loft, during 
the life-time of her huft)and, all her rights of com- 
monage. 

The purity of cleftions had been fo mpch en- 
croached on as to need fomc reformation. Magif- 

^ tracies 



tracies were purthafedj ^nd in atdun^ vthttt !(aift«~ 
lies were fm^l, the toycrs inckmnififed thcmfelvcs 
by cxadioos aixi iJiialv«rfari6as when they men 
^liHis of fubjcft diftri^. Even the offices of hn- 
d&mman and the Scadthoktr, were in a manner pur^ 
chafed, &\ct^ the candidates were obliged to make 
prefents to the deftors. Perfons aceuftomed tb 
bribery on a great fcde wodd fa;iilc at the kind <jf 
kifantyc bribes held Oiit to thcfe lufty eleftors. 
The cleftion was held in tfee monrfi of May of every 
. year in the general aflfembly of the people, and on 
the fatne day it was u&al with the peafancs to buy' 
new ftraw-hats, for which the newly-defted lan- 
damman mud pay as a thing of courfe. The ene- 
jnies oF popular governments will triumphantly 
quote fuch cxacttples', but the infirmity belongs 
isiore to human natow than to any form of adminif- 
tradon, and may, like many odier infirmities, be ei- 
ther cured or palliated by Ikilful management. It is 
common^ however, to find men, fometimcs from ig- 
norance, fometames from defign, conne(?t things by 
jiaxta pofition, and dhen reprcfcnt one of them as the 
caufc of Ae other. 4f we few that a reftriftcd right of 
voting was not }K-oportionabIy as much abofed as an 
extended one, or that the rich were iefs prone than 
the poor to fell their fuffrages, one might give up 
the abftradl right for a purer praftice. But the 
rich are as neceflitous through their extravagance, 
their vanity, their ambition, as the poor through 
their corporal wants i and it is the preflur^ alone of 

^ Something 
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lomcthing deemed neccfliry, which overcomes the 
natural inclination of mankind to aft according to 
the diftates of rcafon, and the approbation of con- 
fcicncc. I have fccn the rich vote At cleftions, and 
cannot compliment them with fupcrior difintercfted- 
ncfs. ' 1 obferved for fcvf ral years a repfefcntative 
aflcmbly, comprehending a great part of the wealth 
of -a great nation, the majority of which fold their 
fcrvtces firft, then fold the fee of their power, and- 
afterwards voted thcmfclves^ the purchafe-moncy 
put of the public purfc* What petty things are 
ftraw-hats to all this J 

On my arrival at Schwyi I found the town full 
of armed peafantry. Thefe were the men who 
came voluntarily forward at the call of their coun* 
try to aflcrt its liberty. The town's-peoplc gave 
them lodging and food^ and ftothlng more. They 
had no diftipftive mark of foldicrs, but the Schwyz 
colours, which they wore as cockades. A pcrfon 
who has been accuftomed to fee the military ac- 
companied with all the circumftances of war, clad 
in uniforms, and"precedcd by cannon, is apt to have 
his imagination awed, and has fome difficulty to 
conceive how fimplc peafants, in their ruflct frocks 
and broad hats, could fo bravely meafure them- 
fclves with the conquerors of Germany and Italy* 
Yet under this plain garb were. fome of thofe va- 
liant men, who had already vindicated the national 
honour at Morgarten, and who rcfolvcd to fight 

1 again 
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again for their country under more promifing auj^ 
^ pices. It muft be admitted that men fighting in 
that caufe have an imraenfe advantage, becaufc 
. they have cnthufiafm, which incalculably augments 
their force. The ftake is liberty or flavery. The 
alternative is vidory or dftath. But the foldicrs 
by trade, who have no intereft in the iflbe j. who fee 
no alteration of their, lot whether they conquer or 
are vanquiflied, behdd with equal indiflFerence the 
perfpeftive of viftpry or defeat. I was aflbred that 
numbers of the French army were very much diflk- 
tisfied at being employed againft the i^wifs.* 

I remarked that all thefe Scbwyzcr volunteers 
were exceedingly gay. They ufed to play about 
like boys, they fang and danced, fcem^sd alfo to be 
very careful of their arms, which they often ri:A>bcd 
and examined, and talked a great deal about the 
caufe for which they took up thefe arms. They 
were like the Spartans before a battle. 

I like this town and its ficuation better than any 
other I faw, in Swiflerland for a fummer rcfidence. 
It is highly romantic, and would be a delightful re- 
treat for two friends during part of the fine feafon. 
It is in reality .only a large village, with many ex- 
cellent 

* In a fabfequent part of this tour, I met at Geneva feme 
of the troops who were ordered into Swiflerland, and heard 
feveral men and officers condtmn the fervice they were fcnt 
on. 
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CcUcnt houfcs, and feveral orchards and meadows 
interrpcrfcd. The latter look like the bed pre- 
fervdd Irifh lawns, for three or four crops of hay are 
taken off them every year. A good itianyof thebeft 
houfes are fituated on the lower flope of the Haggin/ 
and when their inhabitants Vifit they fpread'for each 
other the fincft of all carpets, by the bare pcrmiffion 
of eroding the meadow. This irtimenfc mountain 
^c the back of the town is charmingly pifturefcjue. 
It is fo high that 1 was ah hour in defcendirjg-it*' 
There is riot much more wood thari wiiat.anfwers 
for inclofures, its whole face, is tovefed with the 
fined verdure, and the chalets of the Ihepherds and 
their herds aflbciate life and comfort with the land- 
fcape. /From the back of this mountain there pro- 
jcfts a conical rock as high again, whofe gi-ey and jag* 
ged fides, and fterilc appearance, form an admirable 
contraft with the genial fertility beneath. A little 
eaft of it is the Miten which gives extenfion to this 
fublime fcene. Thefe mountairis were paffed by a 
French demi- brigade that took Schwyz. Oppofitc 
is another mountain of immenfe height, that fcems 
like the head of the ridge which forms the north- 
eaft fide of the Muthathal. Every hour of the day 
this'prefcnts a difi^erent afpeft* It is more favagc 
and woody than the fouther^i face of the Haggen* 
At times it is all fombre, at others it exhibits all the 
brightncfs of a light green. It has likewife its nu- 
merous chalets, and when the fun fhines ftrongly 
on it, is well reprefented by fome Svvifs views, 
I 2 which 



which I faw at Allen's print-niop in Dublin', ;tct 
the wcH is a branch of the Rigibcrg. This differs 
from all the reft. Its face is a bare rock, fomctimes 
as perpendicular as a wall, in other places prqcft- _ 
ing over the roadi'trees here and there rrfe out of 
the crevices, ^nd the fomnvit is a foreft.. In the. 
opening left between thefe two promontories, and 
which is of confid^rable width, is the jroad to - 
Brunnen on the lake of the four cantons; a place 
remarkable for the perpetual alliance concluded here 
between the cantons of Schwyz, Uri, and Unter- 
walden. It fe bcfidcs a pretty place, and a much 
frequented part of the lake of the four cantons. 
The lake itfelf is feen from a (hort diftance above 
the tovrn of Schwyz, and the walk thence to Brundert 
is very plcafant. . . 

An inftrudive excurfiori is into the Muthatha^ 
which Suwarrow was forced to abat^don after being 
viaorious. It is only rcquiike to look at the map, 
in order to perceive the merit of that general's 
folcndid operation. In Piedmont h<? formed the 
pjaa of turning the French army by the only way it 
( could be forced J he executed this bold projeft with 
' admirable difpatch. His advanced guard cut oflt 
te Gourbe in the Grifons, and it is very honour- 
able to the latter, that he recovered his communica- 
tion with the main army. The Ruffian general then 
encountered and beat Maflcna himfelf, who haftent 
to reinforce Lc,Courbc with ten thouland men. 
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die French did not gain the battlt of Zuricj this 
march of Suwarrow*s muft have driven them out of 
S wiflcriadd. Never did the republican army behsive 
wiih greater vlgoufi nor require it mare. I was 
told that Suwarrow*s fon had travelled the fern* 
fummcr into the Muthathal, to view this field of 
his father's prowcfs. If he wifhes to honour his 
memory, he Ihould dwell on the itiarch int6 Swif- 
ferland, and hide the detcftable fcer^s of Praga* 

. 1 returned again to Schwyz, and viewed once 
more the town, the town-houfci and other edifices, 
many of which arc handfome. The church is i' 
very fine ftrufture, aad very plain. To my uti-i 
learned eyes, at lead, it is far lliperior to the vaft 
3nd coftiy pile <^f Einfideln. RediH^ lived in a 
large, well looking faoufe, fit to be the refidence of 
jSL gentlenp^ of handfome fortune. Another, the 
appearance of which plcafed me, belonged to 
colonel i Where is he? in Naples. And . 

the owner of that ? major. ■■ — *■, he is in Spain. 
It is thus, that the mtives of Swiflerland, where- . 
^ver they arc forced to rcfidc for the fake of for- 
tune, endeavour to have a good manfion in their pa* 
ternal home, or in the capital of their cantori. 
And it is owing, I fuppofc, to this caufe, that no 
towns of equal fize, which I have feen any where 
elfe, have fo many good dwellings as the tbwxis of 
this country. One caufe of diflike to the central 
organisation, is the injury thcfe little capitals woul4 

Mm 
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faftain from an abforption of their local govern^ 
mcnts, and the confequent abfence of their richeft 
nien. At Frauenfcld I found the people xegrct 
nothing fo much in the ne\y order of things, as that, 
their town would no longer be the feat pf dietSj, 
and the rcfort pf ambaflador?. 

Reding himrelf is a colonel in the Spanifh fcr-r 
yice^ I cannot help condemning in the conduft of 
this gentleman, the journey he took to Paris, to 
wait on the firft conful, while he was himfelf firft 
ipagiftrate of his pountry. Had the political advan- 
tages of the ftep been certain, and not problema- 
tical—had they been even greater than was cx-^ 
pefted, (till I would think the acquificion much tO|Q, 
dear at the price of a refpeftable nation's dignity, 

■ . ■ ?' 

• ' I. 

Not only the gentry of the little cantons, but the . 
peafantry alfo emigrated in great numbers inta 
foreign armies. This little country would clfe bje 
ibon overftockecj i and fituated as it is in the midfl: , 
of. a continent, its redundant population could not 
.well be taken off by cqmnierce or colonization, 
while the frequent wars of Europe opened to its 
people a military career, for which their own long 
and fuccefsful ftruggles naturally gave them a predi- 
Jedion, that ftill continues* > • 

A claffic fcene, that furely no body will fail. to. 
yifit, is the field of Mprgarten. It is near the lake 

"•■ :''■'.■ ". ■■■ of 
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of Egcri, and zt a fmall diftancc from the high road 
which leads from Schwyz to Einfideln. The im- 
portant viflory obtained here in 1315, made the 
Swift a free people, and confirmed the alliance of 
the cantons of the lake, which became the founda- 
tion of the Helvetic confederacy. A republican is 
proud to think, that this eventful batrie was gained 
by thirteen hundred patriots, animated with the cn- 
thufiafra of liberty, agpinft ten thoufand flaves con- 
tending for the authority of a defpot. The houfe 
of Auftria, conftantly aided in its oppreffions by the 
ndblcfle of the country, yielded as many triumphs, 
as it gave batdes to the confederates. Thefe united 
in the love of liberty, c<impanions in danger, and 
co-partners in glory, were as a band of brothers. 
No jealoufy of each other ever fruftrated fuccefs ; 
but they werq profufe of mutual affiftance, from 
fricndfhip and from patriotifm. 

Another beautiful outlet of Schwyz, is the neigh- 
bourhood of the lake of Lauczz. The road thither 
on the border of the lake, is one of the fineft even- 
ing walks. While the fun illuminates ftrongly the 
. whok face of the pppofite mountain, one enjoys 
here a fdbcr light and a ftill air, both caiifed by the 
perpendicular wall which forms the fide of the 
mountain under which you walk. At one fpot the 
paflage between the rock and the water is hardly 
twenty paces wide. The Schwyzers made a ftrong 
ditch and palifadc .here, with one cmbrafure, and I 
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am fure that in their hands it would not be cafiljr 
forced* They were worthing gaily at it when I 
pafied^ and jefting about an attack on it by the 
French, under which name, however, they meant 
the Helvetic battalions of the central government; 
for no where in this country, did the people like to 
call thefc troops Helvetians. 

RIGL 

Having determined to take up my night's lodg^ 
ing near our lady of the fnow, who has a chapel 
on the Rigiberg, clofe to which arc two or three 
inns, I fet off late from Schwyz, and began to 
afcend the mountain near Lauezz« For about: an 
hour and a half's walking, the path leads through 
orchards, near feveral comfortable houfes, and 
along meadows of a fliort but fine and matted graft. 
Above that, it is all an Alpine pafturage. The 
Swifs cow is, I think, very bandfome, and well 
adapted to thcfe mountainous regions. The head 
is fmall, the neck and feet arc Ihort, the trunk 
large and deep, and the back very ftraighc. The 
whole animal is compa6t, and moves very brifkly : 
I imagine that thi^ breed, owing to its ftrength and 
jfigility, would be fitter than any other for the plough. 
Its colour is univerfally a dark brown, with whitifh 
muzzles- Such I found them on the Etzcl, the 
Hagg^n and her<c» Every care is taken to prcfervc 
the colour, as it diflinguiflies the breed in Italy, 

where 
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where it is preferred. > The total export of lire 
cattle from the canton, amounts to fomewhat more 
chan fevcn thoufand annually. The price rnay be 
on an average ten louis-d'ors ^ head. Their butter 
and cheefc form their next ftaple, for which this 
very mountain has a high chara(5ter. Thcfe pro- 
duftions, together with a kind of coarfe grey cloth, 
and fome hemp manufaAured for their own ufe, 
cpmpri^e the refult of all th.eir induftry, unlefs we 
add pc^tatoes, which arc now uniyerfally cultivated 
throughout Swiflerland, and contribute gready tq 
their ftock of food. After two hour's walking, 
you meet a crofs dire6ling travellers the way to 
go. The charafters on^it were, not legible, but 
a ihcpherd put me on the proper path^ which is* 
to the ri.ght of it, and cannot be mifled afterward* 
The, reft of this way requires a fteady head, and 
fome familiarity with mountain paths. That which 
is here, creeps for near three quarters of an hour's 
walking on the brink of a frightful precipice. It 
is placed as on a ledge that runs along the face of 
the mountain, vvith a perpendicular depth, in feveral 
places, of many fathoms below you, and a tremen- 
dous height of rock preiSing on you from the other 
fide. There are fome beautiful cafcadcs defcending 
from thcfe rocks. A great many trees attached to 
the face of the precipice, hide a good deal of the 
danger; or, when it is. perceived, infpire a notion 
of fecuriry. At laft one comes to a wooden bridge, 
and croflcs this glen, fhortly after which he fees the 
. ^ church 
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church of the capuchins. At.fomc diftance before * 
me, I perceived two ladies and two gentlemen 
going in the fame direftion. I flattered myfclf I 
fhould have company at fupper/ and very luckily 
found in them perfons well bred, and well infofmed 
of the tranfadlions and cuftoms of their country. 

About dulk the church- bell rang, and the ladies 
went to pray. One of the gentlemen ftepped 
after them. The other continued in converfation 
with me ; but left this fbould have been out of mere 
politencfs, Tpropofed that we (hould like wife go to 
the church. Here wjE) found a few more perfons. 
who came to perform pilgrimages, for which pur- 
pofc this place has a great refort. The faithful are 
nioft numerous on a Saturday evening, as Sunday 
would at any rate be a day of devotion. Hence 
people of falhion choofe to come in fome other 
part of the week, efpecially as the virtue of the 
performance is not. thereby in any wife dirtiinifhed. 
There are four or five inns for the accommodation 
of thofe who arrive to behold the fublime views 
from the Rigiberg, or for the belter motive of 
religion ; but all fo much alike, that it is immaterial 
at which of them a perfon flops. Thefe pilgri- 
mages are -often undertaken, I fufp^ft, from plea- 
furc as well as from piety. They are inducements 
for going occafionally from home, and perfons 
' cnnuyed in their fequcftercd vallies, are apt to be 

fcized 
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fcj^jed with a fit of devotion: they perform a pil- 
grimage, and le^vc their /fins, and th^ir low fpirits 
behind them. 

While we were at church, edified by the litany 
of the tapuchins, a good fuppcr vvas preparing' for 
ps at homci We got among other things fomc fine 
trout, a delicacy that abounds in the ft reams of the 
high mountains, and infeveral of their lakes. Every 
room was as crowded with beds as a barrack, a 
proof of the great refort to this church of our lady 
of the fnow, and for a perfon who did npt matc^f 
bvigs, the bed I lay in was not bad^ 

In ordpr to be on the culm, which is the fummit 
of the Rigi, before fun-rife, we engaged a guide to 
condufl: us with a lantern at three o'clock in the 
morning. In this manner we clambered up an hour- 
and-a-half's further afcent. Whtn we arrived at 
the Rigiftaflfel, or Rigi-table, where there is a crofs, 
and there, had been a feat, the ladies flopped to reft. 
From this place we faw the fires at Rengg, where 
the Under vvaldencrs bivouacked to guard thq en- 
trance of their canton againft the troops of the cen- 
tral government, and where they beat thefe troops ^ 
few day before with confiderable lofs. This little 
yiftory, yvhich vvas brilliant enough confidering the 
numbers engaged, w^s detailed with great compla- 
cency by one of the gentlemen of our party. The 
fgain part of the operation was, that the Underwal- 
* ' dener^ 
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.deners combined their attack with great fccrecy^ 
and fell on the troops of the central government 
at two or three points at the fame time, Thejr 
killed and wounded between feventy and eigbtjr, 
and put the reft to flight. On the other fide of the 
lake of the four cantons, wc faw the fires of the 
enemy. Qcneral Andermatt had his head-quarcer$ 
in Lucerne, where he was waiting for reinforcements 
from his government J or mprc properly fpcaking 
from France: for with the force under hfs com- 
mand, or which his government could fend, he was 
utterly incapable of oppofing the patriots. It may 
be hence inferred whether the government . wa$ 
agreeable to the people. 

For fome time before the fun appeared above GUI' 
horifon, the air became very bright, and objects 
were diftinftly vifible to a great diftance. The 
Rigi towers over every thing around, and well dc- 
ferves the name o( Retina Montium, which is fhortr 
cned into Rigi. Its ifolated pofition adds greatly 
to the grandeur of its cfFcd. It has at its feet the 
lakes of the four cantons, of Zug and of Lowerz^ 
Thirteen lakes, in all, are vifible from the culm, 
[cuhnen]. They arc Scmpach, Heidegg, Maucn, 
Rothlee, Saarnen^ Lungern, Hallweil, Egeri, Tiir- 
ler, Zuric. The Reufe is feen like a line of filver . 
from Lucerne to Bremgartcn. The nature of the 
country under your eyes, not Icfs than the immenfc 
extent of horizon, conilitutes the unparalleled rich- 

neis 
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nefs and beauty of this view. The cantons of Zug, 
Sc^hyz, Lucerne, Undcrwald, and part of Zuric, 
are fprcad like a map before you- Their infinite 
divifions, their neat enclofures, their nutperous 
towns and villages, and all the great inequalities of 
fuffacc, which you at the fame time command, 
form altogether, a pidlurc as ravi(hing as it is rare. 
I looked back with facisfaftion over the Lauertzer 
lake to Schwyz, of which only a corner is difcovcr- 
ablc i but the majeftic peak of the Gaggen rifes in 
front, and the verdant flope of its bafc, and its po- 
pulous furfacc, were recognized as acquaintances 
that could not be forgotten. 

More interefting than all thefe magnificent ob- 
jjefts is the little green valley of Morgarten, which 
1 wasdelighted to behold once more. In dcfccnding 
from the culm we (topped at the Keffifbodenlocb, 
- which is a very deep cavity, formed as if part of the 
earth hud fallen in, but which opens far below in 
' the north fide of the mountain. It is cuflomary to 
throw in iloncs, which aft€r about two minutes roll 
out with an a'ccclcrated motion, as if they had not 
been much retarded in their dcfcent. The experi- 
ment does not now fuccecd fo readily, as formerly, 
bccauic the French foldiers threw in large flicks 
while they had Jiere one of their watch-pofts. • The 
face of the mountain is lb ftccp on this fide, that I 
was obliged to creep on my hands and feet to the 
edge of the precipice, in order to difcovcr the ilTue 

of 
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of the cavity j but one of the ladies flood there alojhii 
with the utmoft unconcern. Yet, at this very plactf 
the height cannot be lefs than three thoufand Rye 
hundred feet above the lake of the four cantdns, if the 
elevation of the cglm be four thoufand and {cvcntjr 
feet, as it is computed by general Pfyfier ; and ftill 
more, if we adopt the admeafurement of Mr. Ufl-eri, 
who makes thd whole height four thoufand four 
liundrcd and three fctt. This fingular hill is tea 
leagues in circumference, and on the very pinnacle 
of the culm it can pafture cows ; a thing perhaps 
peculiar to itfelf. May not its foil and fertility be 
owing to the lime and' fand-flone which form its 
bafe, and which feem to conflitute the nucleus of 
the whole mountain ? 

After an enchanting morning, in which was highFy 
gratified that jnfatiable defire one has, of taking in a 
world at a glance, we returned acrofs the fine paf- 
turcs of the mouhtain to our jnn. I had frequently 
occafion to obferve the light and brifk flep of the 
Alpine cow, yet I fuppofeone of them would weigh 
about five hundred weight. We pafTcd three dif- 
tinft regions of vegetation 5 the firft or top where 
there are no trees; the next where there are none 
but pines ; and the third where they are of other 
forts.* Our hofl had ready for us a plentiful and ex-, 
ccllent breakfaft, with abundance of honey and ni^ar- 
malade, as if he had learned his bufinefs in Scotland. 
His bill CO me was fix livres, and this would be con- 

fidtrcd 
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lidered ckar ki the low country; but fuch prices ajfe 
fubmitted to in a place whither cvcrj thing mttft be 
carried up, except honey and the produfts of milk. , 
The fcafbn of devotion ends here with the fine wea- 
ther. The innkeepers then retire, and leave the val- 
ley where they have their fummer habitation to our 
lady of the fnow, and the capuchins. It is a com- 
plete folitudc, and a very dreary abode for four or 
five months ; the very Ihcpherds dcfcend to a mildeir 
climate, and, nothing lefs than tlie entire eftrangc- 
mcnt'of thefe holy men from the connexions of this 
world can reconcile them to a place, that is literally 
fit'only for fading and praying. 

From the RigiftalFel I might have gone down to 
Ku(hacht; but independent of the paths bfcing dar^- 
gerous for any but a mountaineer, I preferred con- 
tinuing with the company I had fo fortunately 
joined, which was returning home to Zug. We 
took the road to Art, diftant between three and 
four leagues of conftant defcent. During part of 
the way I had Icifurc to contemplate with more 
compofure the path I went the foregoing evcnihg • 
on the oppofite fide of the glcm At the untcre 
dacbkna we met a number of pdor pilgrims, for it 
was Saturday, and from that to Art croflcd conti- 
nually through delightful groves, or the fwecteft 
meadows. 

The town, though fn^aU, is neat, well built, and 
plcafantly fituatcd at the foot of the Rigi, near the 

extremity 
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extremity of the lake of Zug. We faw the landing 
of feveral boats of corn which was intended for pro- 
vifioning Schwyz. It was carried off in a kind of 
triumph^ on account of the crkicalnefs of the timc^ 
and the attempts of the agents of ihe central govern-* 
mcnt to intercept fupplies from going to a place 
that has not enough of its, own. Thefe ftatefmcn> 
or their direftors had embraced the policy of a 
great rainifter, and dcfigned to ftarve into order and 
regular government all refractory republicans. We 
were joined by a phyfician who had much to tell of 
yrhat was going^ forward. He feemed to me to be 
a man of great intelligence, familiar with .the con- 
cerns of his country, and whofe manners were on 
the cxaft line that fepafates bluntnefs and liolitcnefs- 
He was evidently a friend to the change that was 
-taking place in favour of liberty, and I believe pro- 
moting it. I felt fo much of the cfprit de corps as 
to be glad to fee a perfon of my own profeffion 
cfpoufe that caufe ; and being one of thofe who ftill 
prcfume to think it an honourable and a good caufe, 
I muff deem it creditable to medical men that there 
ate among them more friends to the rights of others, 
than in any different clals of the fame numbers. I 
could collcft without being obtrufive or impertinent, 
that it w,as intended to organize the goyernment on 
principles of a fair reprcfentation, to retain the can- 
tonal adminiftrations and the accuftomed forms ; and 
that emifTaries werfe fent in all diredions to concert 
every where an identity of meafures* With all 

this 



this the pctfons I fpokt to appeared to Mrifii for H 
federal union, to which they would be willing to 
commit more powers th^an Were pofleflcd by the for* 
BEier diets, Oneofthofc gentlemen was a leading 
man in his eanton, and certainly iti any aflembly 
where he and fuch men as his* friends had weight, 
the influence of France would not preponderate. I 
fufpeft that to get rid of this influence was/ above 
all, the fecret fprirtg that movedthe Swift patriots -, 
and that it was ft> Underftood is manifcft from their 
being ftyled rebels, and treated as fuch by French 
generals. So far as I wai able to learn^ whatever dif- 
ference of opinion txifted, between thofc who wene 
bona fide friends to their country, turned entirely on 
having a Gnglc or a federal • government. They 
who only wilhed that Swiflcrland fliould be free, 
and forgotten in the difcuffions of cabinets, defircd 
to ameliorate their former organissation, but to 
retain its form. Habit among other things was a de- 
termining motive, and where all things elfc are e^ua). 
Of nearly* fo, habit is a good caufe of preference, 
• for it produces attachment and eafe. Others who 
wiflied for a more pompous government, and perhaps 
to make a figure in Europe, or who imputed the 
eafy conquefl: of Swiflcrland to the federal organiza- 
tion, inftead of more jufl:ly attributing it to the in- 
jufticc of the cantonal adminifl:rations, were all de- 
Crous of a government one and indivifiblc. But in 
faft, the former federal union of the Swifs was very 
impcrfcA, and is no more an objeftipn againft fcdc- 
K ration, 



ration, than the firft rude produdions of an art, are 
objedtions againft the art itfelf. When every 
canton had enough to do at home to manage its own 
mutinous fubjcdls, whom it would not liberate, its 
cfFbrts abroad muft have been often unfeaforiablCy 
and! always feeble. From this arofc their mif- 
fortunes. 

The party with which I travelled this morning 
had a boat, in which they politely offered me a feat 
. to the neighbourhood of Zug. One of. them was 
the fon of a gentleman who had long filled the 
office of firft magiftratc of his canton. I learned 
from him that their crirninal laws are vcryftridc,. 
which, he faid, the nature of their mountainous 
country made neceflary, where it would be fo ealy 
to commit affaults, and to efcapc from punilhment. 
He added alfo that great offences were rare. A 
p^fon who has feen England, with its continual but- 
chery of crirpinals, without a diminution of crimes^ 
will feek for fome other caufe of the rarity . of 
offences bcfides the rigour of chaftifement. As to 
this place, what fhould make great crimes cbmmon, 
where there is fearcely fuch a thing to be found as 
penury ? where there is fearcely fuch a thing in the 
towns as a populace, and where the (hortncfs of the 
diftance between the highcft and the loweft, prc- 
f^rvcs over all, the police of the moft refpefled 
opinions? 

The 
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The Swifs had an admirable inftitution for main- 
taining public fecurity. Every citizen took an 
oath to his country to come . to the affiftance of 
any other citizen, who was attacked in bis pcrfon 
or his goods. Whoever refufcd to perform this 
duty, was condemned to indemnify the perfon 
whom he fuffered to be robbed or injured. In de- 
fault of compliance, he was banifhed. The means 
were good, but it is evident they could not be 
adopted unkls under a government that was not 
afraid of feeing arms in the hands of the people, 
and where thcfe were attached to the laws, and would 
maintain them. 

The fame gentleman Ihewed me a meadow near 
his houfe, which was mowed for the fourth time that 
feafon. The grafs was not high, but it was clofc 
and the fward heavy. Fortunes arc counted here 
in cows. For inftance, this gentleman's father had 
a yearly (ortune of twenty cows. He had Alpine 
pafture, and meadow enough in his demefne to 
feed fo many. Annexed to which was a garden and 
orchard, and the fruit here is abundant and excel- 
lent. His houfe was large and handfome> all the 
offices were convenient, and in the beft, repair. 
Thofc I faw of the family were well bred and well 
inforrped, and his income computed in Irifh money, 
y^oulfi amount to only a litde more than five hundred 
pounds a year. 1 could not help thinking on fee- 
ing this, how many items of miferablc wretches go 
K 2 to 
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to make one great lord 5 and ho^ much the fum^of' 
human happincfs and innocence would be increafed, 
if the forced accumulation of landed property vikii 
allowed to find its natural levtl. 

. Zug IS a handfomc well built town, at the north* 
caft extremity of the lake of the fame name. The 
ftrects arc wide and regular, and. the appearance of 
all the buildings denotes caft, even elegance. It is 
not a place of much trade or manufaftures ; its 
richeft ciri2cns live from the produce of theit 
cftatcs, fmall but competent, its ftaplc is chcefc and 
fruit, and yet it woold bear a proud comparifon 
with any of thofe towns ufually called manu- 
fafturing. The fineft fituation near it is that t>f the 
invent of the capuchins cWe to the walls. The 
choice of fuch 9 Gte doeg honour to the tafte of 
thefe good fathers, and I have every rcafon to 
praifc the politcncfs of one^ whom 1 met there 
There is nothing extraordinary in finding a good 
tavern in a Swifs town 5 but almoft univerfalfy over 
the continent, there is in the, eftablifhments of this 
nature, fome dirty contraft with the bcft accommo- 
darion. Here at the buck, the firft inn of the town, 
in an apartment othcrwifc very well furnilhed^ the 
ftoor looked as if it had not been waflicd for a 
twelvemonth. Half^a-crown on average, is the, 
price of a table-d'hote fuppcr, with wine and lodg- 
ing. A pcrfon who travels on foot, fhould make it 
his principal meal 

LUCERNE. 
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LUCERNE- 

I faired a, boat in the moraiag to ferry me acrofe 
the lake of 2ug to Biichnaos. The diftaoce i^ a 
league, there was M other pa0fcoger, and the fare 
wa3 hut fix^pence. It was rowed over by a ftout. 
young wonja^n. The day before we were aiib rowedi 
by women, and I was told th^ there are at leaft ^ 
many of thecn^ as of men who ply on this -lake^ 
The view from the water b uncommonly grand a^jd 
beautifuJL, OyerhangLng the town is a mounta^ni^ 
pot exceedingly high for thi* coutitry^ but green aad 
picflurefque^ It ftrctches^alang the lake to the vici- 
mty of Arth, and fcparates the lakes of Egeri and 
Zug. The r€>ad at the foot of t;his; mountain, and 
on the edge of the water i& (haded the whoje wayi 
which, together with the great beat^of the wether,, 
womM have made me prefer walking it, but fpr the 
fer greater adyaptagcs of the company I came with 
the day before. The Rigi rifes to the weft in ma-t 
jeftic grandeur, and of a moft ftupendous height, 
for its acclivities on this fide arc fo trifling, that its 
fecc fcems nearly perpendicular. Yet the verdure 
on its fide gives an amenity to its appearance, which 
ycry rarely accompanies mountains of the fame elc-? 
yation. Farther to the weft towers the dafk and 
rugged, and ftiU loftier fummit qf the PilatU3. Cq«. 
has already acquainted the Englifh reader^ that this 
h a corruption of mons Fiknitus^ &om the cap 
' . ■ • ■ ' - : ■ '. qf 
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of clouds whicK almoft always covers it, and that 
there is a ridiculous tradition derived from that cor- 
ruption, of Pontius Pilate having taken a journey 
to Swiflcrland, to diflipate his remorfe of confcience^ 
and having been drowned in a lake which is on the 
top of the mountain. Ramond who was able to 
convcrfc with the country people, gives the conti- 
nuation of the (lory, which, like many other fabu- 

/ lous accounts, is neverthelefs founded on a fed of 
natural hiftory. Pilate, they fay^^ drags down by the 
feet thofe who bathe ii) this lake. The fable has its 
origin in the extreme lightnefs of the mountam 
waters, which deceives the fwimmer, and prevents 
him from fupporting himfelf at the furface. The 
northern ihore of this lake is low. The country 
that extends from it is crowded with villages and 
orchards, and there are two or three country houfts 
that might be called chateaus. One of them, which 
was to be let, would be had cheap. Its fituation is 
charmiqg; within a quarter of a mile, as I judged, of 
the lake, and with all the noble objefts 1 have men- 

. tioned full before it. ^ 

The road from Buchnaos to. Lucerne is moftly 
through a level country, remarkable only for good 
culture and for a population numerous and comfort- 
able. It was Sunday, and I faw the people in their 
holyday cloaths ; but as nothing more certainly de- 
notes a peafantry's mifery, than.finding them ragged 
and dirty on their fcftivals, fo I think we may fairly 
' . eftimate 
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^ftimate their place on the fcalc of com(arts, by the 
decency of their drefs on the fame days. The 
women throughout this canton are diftinguilhed by 
the flafliinefs and Angularity of their apparel. They 
w^ar broad ftraw-hats, profufcly ornamented with 
ribbons and artificial flowers, a jacket^ and a petticoat 
that docs not come more than two inches below 
their knees. They alfo wear pieces of red Mo- 
rocco acrofe the inftep, and top of the fhoe-uppcr. 
Their white cotton (lockings arc tight and well 
drawn up over a pair of legs that are generally 
ftout, and as univerfally well formed. But for this, 
it is not to be prefumed that the fafhion of fliort 
peticoats would have fo long maintained itfelf. That . 
which was prepofterous enough, however, was to 
find the old women drcflcd in precifcly the fame 
ftyle with ^hc young ones. Is it not this privilege 
fhat prevents their feeing any indelicacy in the cof- 
tumc of their daughters ? 

I had paffed through Schwyz without being 
troubled, but at the gate of Lucerne my paflport 
was fcrutinizcd, and a foldicr fent with mc to the 
commandants _ This gentleman finding that I was 
of the race ot curious travellers,, and that I had 
jbcen at Schwyz, dcfircd I would accompany him to 
the commander in chief, general Andermatt. The 
general alked me fcveral queftions zbom Redingi and 
^bout the number of forces in Schwyz, to all which 
I replied, that I had nothing to commuoicatc, that I 
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was a neutral perfon^ who bad been fufFered hitherto 
to pafs unmolefted through the country, and would 
not think myfelf at all juilifiable In relating in one 
place what I had feen in another. That, moreoVcri 
my paffport would (hew him, who, and what I was» 
The general found this reafonable, and let mc go. 

Lucerne is one of the largeft and handfbmeft 
towns of Swiflcrland. Its fituation at the extremity 
of the lake of the four cantons on the out- flow ci 
the Reufs, is convenient and beautiful. It has three 
covered bridges, one of which is faid to be a thou^ 
fand, another thirteen hundred and eighty feet long. 
The fides of two of thefc bridges are fully open. Th« 
one next the lake is a delightful promenade,/ and 
very much rclbrtcd to for this pUrpofe by the kdics 
of the place. It commands a charming view of the 
water, of the verdant (lopes of the'Rigi, of the. 
^mbre loftinefs of the Pilatus, and of fomc fhow- 
covered hills more remote. One of the bridges is 
^ gallery of paintings rcpreftnting memorable tranf- 
aftions in the hiftory of the country. The daubing 
is execrable, but the fubjcfts are intcrcfting, and ^ 
teach every child the aftions he fhould admire and 
imitate. Another is a gallery of fcripturc pieces of 
equally good execution j and the third is a dance 
«>f dcathfrightful to the life. 

But the chef d'ceuvre of Lucerne is general Pfyf- 
fcrVpkn in relief of the canton, and ofa great part of 

, ^ ' ' the 
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the ibutb and caft of Swificrland. The kke of the 
four cantons is the centre of the plan. Nothing 
can be more minutely co.rrc^ than the reprefenta- 
tion it gives of the country. The cffeft of the work 
|s the more ftriking the longer it isconfidered. The 
mountains are all in their relative proportions, they 
arc coloured with admirable preipiflon, thofe that arc 
bare rock, thofe that are covered with fnow, and 
thofe that are wooded. Every lake, every ftream, 
every water- fail, is executed of fuch comparative di- 
menfions, sind fo much after nature, that what a per* 
fon has ften he immediately recognizes, and grows 
familiar with places ht did not yet vifit* This pre- 
vious examination of part of the journey that re« 
mained to me to perform, did not le£^n my pleafure> 
\mt enabled me to examine with more accuracy. 

Lucerne exports corn which is fparcd from the 
canton, and fome which it receives from, Suabia, It 
is the chief ftorehoufc of the diftrids that border the 
lake, as well for corn as for wine. Of the latter 
article it t^* ^s 9 large quantity from Alfape. In 
1776 it appealed by the cuftom-lioufe duties, that 
they purchafed to the amount of a million of livres 
worth. The feme objeft, addsRamond, coftslefs 
to the induftrious people of BaQe,.who pay in rib- 
bons at three-pence a yard, the enormous quantity - 
of wines which they buy from AHace, fo that one-' 
does not know which to admire molt, the confump- 
liou of liquor or confumptioh of ribbons. The 
' ' ' , ' \- ' *• . . '^ ■• wines 
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wihcs of Italy find their way oyer the St Gothard^ 
and arc diftributcd from Altorf. Chccfeand butter 
are fent in return, and they are without comparifon 
happier who prepare the paytncnt than the commo- ^ 
dity. 

While I remained here, general Andermatt re- 
viewed his little army of two battalions, one of which 
came to reinforce him.frotn Zuric after the defeat at 
Rengg. They were completely drc0ed like French 
Ibldiers, with all the fame frippery of tapes and taf- 
fels round their caps, that are worn by the French 
light infantry. I did not think they became the 
Swifs. I difliked the appearance of fcrvile imitar 
jion among a people fo long original -, but it is very 
probable, if I afked a Swifs, that he would have told 
me thefc troops were not national. In faft, they 
univerfally fpokc French, and I was told by fome of 
themfclves that they were moftly from the Pay^ 
jde Vaud. 

The town of Lucerne had the good fenfe to rcr 
linquifh its oligarchical conftitution, on the firft 
approach of the French to Helvetia ; but it;^ feem3 
the people of the canton did not place much confi- 
dence in the finccrity of that conceffion, for they 
very readily accepted the conftitution offered by the 
French commiffioner Lecarlien It was unqueftionr 
ably far better for them than the one they had livc^ 
under. While fuch was the CQridM*^ of the fubjefts 



THROUGH SWISSERLAND. IJJ 

of an oligarchy, the citizens of the democratic can- 
tons were thrown into the utmoft indignation by the 
iriterpofuion of foreign force, it is not improbable 
after all but the conciliating behaviour of Lucerne 
would have produced unanimity among the Swife, 
had it not been for the madly-defpotic meafures of 
the lords of Berne. " We are perfuadcd/' faid the 
magiftrates of Lucerne, in an addrefs to thofe of 
Berne, " that the generality of thp Swifs people 
\vill never unanimoufly oppofe a French invafion, un- 
til fuch time as all the ariftocratic governments {hall 
adopt a democratic lyftem; until the people Ihall 
be convinced that they arc npt galled on to defend 
the prerogatives of a few, but to protcft the liberty 
ot all. We cpnjure you,*' faid they, f' to make this 
declaration tp all Helvetia, to the end it may yiel4 
t;o the force of circumftance^, and by adopting a re- 
form become fp neceffary, remove every pretext for 
invading us. Until this fliall be done, the people 
and the government, having fcparate opinions and 
interefts, will never be united; and the country, torri 
by inteftirie diflenfion?, will fall a defencelefs prey tq 
the ftranger." Every ai^gurnent was in vain, the 
magiftratcs of B.ernc were inflexible, inflead of mak- 
ing conceflions to the people, they ordered their ge- 
neral to attack the enemy: Erlach acquitted him- 
lelf as an officers but the people fouod the quarrel 
was not their own, that the advantage, if any were 
acquired, would be for others, and they abandoned 

'theic cpn^manden 

Hpwcver 
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However it has been the fafhion to decry philo- 
ibphy, yet it will be confcfied even by its enemies, 
that its introduftion into Lucerne was very ncceflary. 
A few years ago, a hypocondriac had been con- 
dcmncd there to the flames for witchcraft and bhf. 
phctny J and his fon, an infant, one year old, to per- 
pctual exile- What a ftate of wretched jurilpru- 
dence, ignorance and barbarity, is developed by this 
finglc fadt; ! The power that ordered it was law- 
giver and judge 1 and this vicious conftitutian wa^ 
not altered, until the French army overturned it, 

SURSEE. 

The road for fome diftance on this fide of Lu- 
ccrne is drawn agreeably along the margin of the 
Reufs, whofc oppofite bank is very bold, elevated, 
and wooded. After quitting the river, the way offers 
nothing remarkable, until you come in fight of 
Scmpach, By turning off at Reuti to the right, af- 
ter crofling fome fields and a fmall wood, we fee the 
chapel which ftands on the field of battle. The whole 
can be taken in at one view, a very fatisfafbory cir- 
cumftance attending the examination of this, as well 
asof fome other celebrated fcenes of former warfare. 
The Swifs were the aflailants. It does not appear 
their attack was very (kilful ; but what they wanted 
in fcience they fupplied by obftinacy and courage. 
Above all, the felf-devotion of the immortal WinkeU 
ried opened a paflfage 'for his companions tbrougli 
X the 



the phaknx of the cfteftny, and obtained that firft 
advantage which was dccifive of all the reft. How 
many have I known who poflfcflcd the gcnerofity of 
Winkelriedi but their caufe has not as yet been 
l^2oned by fuccefs, and the fpirit of their heroifm 
fnuft be configned in the mean time to ihe grateful 
bofoms of their friends ! The viftory of Sempach 
in 4386^ confirmed the independence which Mor- 
gartcn had eftabliftied in 1315. Between the firft 
epoch and 1389, which comprehends the batdc of 
Nacfcls, is included a feries of the nobl^ft ftruggles 
that any people ever fuftained, and of as gallant at- 
chievements as any people ever performed. How 
can the coldcft not be fired with enthufiafmi when 
he confiders a handful of mountaineejs who nevef 
Hopped to vcount the number of the enemy that 
came to rob them of independence, and who never 
hefitated to ftake in defence of liberty all befides 
that was valuable and dear. Much as I admire the 
exploits of the Greeks, my heart gives more appro- 
bation to a, people whole valour and good fortune 
was equal to theirs, whofe unanimity was greater j 
who commanded as; much refpeft by their heroifm, 
and better deferved the world's cfteem by their 
fimplicity of manners, their fidelity to engagements, 
their moderation in profperity. When they had fc- 
cured an independence of foreign powers, they 
declined taking part as a nation in the quarrels of 
their neighbours. The thirty years war, and ^11 the 
Wars of Lewis the fourteenth were unable to difturb 

thei« 
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their proud tranquillity. Always armed at hom6, always 
exhibiting abroad continued inftances of undirainifh- 
cd ^valour, the peace they enjoyed was fcndered fc- 
cure by the refourccs of their courage, their other 
means of defence, and the awful memory of Helve- 
tia's ancient deeds. In an evil hour they deviated 
from their ancient fyftem : inftcad of continuing to 
admit into their alliance thofe whom they vanquifli- 
ed, they made them fubjeftsj and their ftatc was 
overturned in confequence of that for which all dates 
that pradife it fhould be overturned — injustice. 
Since neither reafon nor gencrolicy could induce 
them to refpedl the rights of others, who can regret 
that, for a moment, they fhould be puniQied in their 
own ? But after four years of misfortune, it appeared, 
to me at lead, that its chaftifement ,was not in vain; 
i thought I beheld an order of things arifing chat 
would have reftored union, (Irength and repofe; 
every prefumption feemed to be in its favour : yet, 
if as fome affcrt, it was only, intended to revive the- 
former fyftem, the interference that fruftrated fuch a 
dcfign is ftill a benefit ; both as it obviates that evil, 
and faves them from difgrace, who would perfift in 
fo flagitious a policy in defiance of rieafon and expe- 
rience. 

. Not finding any thing worth detaining "me in the 
town of Scmpa^h, lengaged a boat, which brought 
ine for fix patz, equal to nine- pence, to within a 
fmall diftance of Surfec. The diftancc is about 

two 
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two leagues, and the borders of the lake arc liand- 
Ibtnci but this is comparatively the lovv^ country. 
Ic is fingular what a void a tame landfcape leaves in 
the imagination, after it has been habituated to the 
fublime otgefts that continually imprefs it in the 
little cantons. It happened to be on the amiverfary 
of their former ele6Hon of magiftrates, that I came 
to Surfce. Every inn was full, and all was feftivity 
throughout the town* As the evening was ex- 
tremely beautiful, I drolled a Uttle about the ftreets, ; 
which were alfo full It was laughable enough to 
fee 'what romping and childifh plays were going on 
atpong a fct of men, whom one might fake for 
grenadiers out of uniform. It delighted me very 
much to find that though feveral were merry, none 
were drunk. This was owing no doubt to the ufe 
of wine, over which they were able to pafs fome 
hours of recreation, without fwallowing fuch a quan- 
tity of alcohol as would inebriate. They are for- 
tunate where the cheapnefs of wine fuperfedes the 
confumption of ardent fpirits, which habitually ufcd 
are always an evils and the deteftable kbufe of 
which degrades from the dignity of man, the 
miferable wretch who is addidled to them. This 
town, though dependent on Lucerne, poffcfled a 
confiderable fharc of municipal freedom, andchoofe 
its own magiftrates. It is r^ot furely furprifing, that 
its inhabitants Ihduld prefer fuch a conftitution to 
one that gave them a fub-prcfcft nominated ac 
Berne. Accordingly they heartily rejoiced at the 

near 
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near profpeft «f riic return of the forfncf. ti it si 
very abfurd, and a vciy defpotic thing in the HeU 
' rctic conftitution, that it obtruded the executive 
pbwet every where, aitiong a people who h^ 
been always actuftomed to do almoft every thing 
for themfelvc^. 

Several parties tanrt in from the neighbourhood, 
to pafs this feftival in toWn. In one of them was a* 
young lady, who feeing I was a ftranger retired in 
a window of the faloon fctting down my journal, 
had the goodnefs to do the honours of her country^ 
and entered Into cOftVerfatioh with me* There waa 
a3 much fpirit iti her difcourfe, as affability in hw 
manners. She talked at. on€e of the beauties and 
condition of SwiiTerland, as if Ihe had penetrated 
in a fndrticrif the objefts of my purftiit 5 and (ht 
often forced me to contraft the cour teoufnefs of the 
continent, with that contemptuous rcferve to ftran-*^ 
gers, of which I had experienced my ftiarc in 
England. 1 took the liberty of afkirtg her why 
perfofis of the beft education continued to fpeak 
their language fo much with the accent of the 
vulgar, as to make it often difficult for ftrangers to 
tinderftand them. She told me, without altering 
her manners, that in Swifltrland 4t was not advife- 
able for thofe who could fpeak otherwise, to gi^rc 
offence to that clafs below them who could not, 
th^t the attempt would be called affedation at 
leaft, and conftrucd perhaps into an aflfumption 

of 
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s*! Superiority. Such a ttiotive may be valid for 
^ moment, but it fhould not be countenanced, I 
laid; for it refted on art undue cotnplaifance with 
the foolifh pride of ignorance j and that I Would as 
foon think 6f levelling the mountains of the country, 
^s reducing- the elegancies of life to the ftandard of 
clownilh rudenefe* 

The lupper tables were ibort filled : they are 
Always of different prices, which often caufes a very 
heterogeneous kind of company to be in the fame 
faloon> but not at the fame board. The tablc-d'hote 
is the firi^i and our hdft had fo often drunk during 
the day, that he prefided over his in the evening 
with the grcateft jovialnefsi After we had finifhcd 
the wine we called for, he treated us of himftlf 
U> fomt fcottlcs of a fuperior quality j and indeed 
0Or fitting was rather long, owing efpecially to three 
men in the habit of peafants, who fat at the table 
«ext us, and who fang catches and glees in the firft 
ftyk of merit to a late hour. 1 was the more fur- 
prized, as hitherto I found but little mufic among^ 
the Swifs. I have been fcldqm, if ever, fo well 
entertained for half-a-crown, which was the whole 
6f my cxpences at the fun. 
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SO LURE. 

Left Sqrfce very early in the morning, and arrived 
here by the road of PfafFnau, St. Urbin, and 
Langenthal. I n>ade fevcral fhort cuts in the courfc 
of my walk, and had h much the more opportunity 
of obferving the foil and the rural occupations. 
The former is ftifF and argillaceous, but has the 
charafterof being very fertile. In one place Ifaw 
eight large pxen yoked to the plough. No doubt, 
the uncommon drynefs of the feafon was partly the 
caufc of employing fuch a multitude, but they 
always require a very powerful team. The cows 
and oxen here are of the red coloured krncf with 
white faces, and are more large and fluggilh than 
thofe of the little cantons. The whole diflrift k 
rich, particularly the valley of the Aar. I frequently 
this day talked of the proceedings of the little can- 
tons to the p^afantry, who did not hefitat€ to exprefi 
their approbation. The converfation at the inns 
where I flopped jo refrefb, the news of the inn- 
keepers to their guefts, and of thofe to one another, 
were alf relative to meetings held by the peafantry 
for the purpofe of aiding and abetting the Schwyzers 
and their confederates. The former government 
of this canton was oligarchical, and it is not to be 
prefumed that there was any intention of reftoring 
it. The perfons I fpokc to did not difcover any 
fucK intention, nor did ^ they impute it to others. 

To 
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To obtain a freer and a cheaper government than 
that under tht new conftitutioni w^s the avowed 
objcft of all. I cannot look on thcfe^movefncnts 
then, as the mere refult of the machinations of the 
oligar<?hyj though many of the former oligarchs 
were aftually cpncernedi Each party had caufe of 
diflatisfacEtion, and the oligarchs grew at length wife 
and temperate enough to renounce every notion of 
exclufivc fovereignty, fadsfied that if the incorpo-' 
ration were diflblvcd, and the cantonal mdde of 
adminiftration rcftored, they would obtain more 
power and honour from the fufFrages of a free 
people, than they ever would from a diftant govern- 
ment under a foreign influence; The peafaptry, it 
iDay be faid, were deceived and rtiadc fools, But^ 
if jufticc be done to this clafs of men> it muft be 
dllowed that they are as acute as any others in judg- 
ing of their immediate interefts : that they as eafily 
know what ard perfonal grievances ; for theft arc 
matters of feeling: that they arc as quickly alive 
to the advantage of poffeffing a Ihare of power j for 
it^ enfurcs good treatment. And if this be not 
enough, let us do juftite to the fagacity of peafantSi 
who had often exercifed the privileges of republi- 
CanSj and learn to diftinguifti them from thofc infe- 
rior beings, whofc habits are formed in the fervituic 
of monarchies. 

Within an hour's walk of SolurCj there is a good 
innj to which perfons come on parties of pleafurc 

L, 2 from 
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from town. Qnt of the firft families 6f the former 
oligarchy was there on my arrival. A young man, 
who aflumed all the importance of an cldcft fon, 
fays tQ mt> fnend, whence do you come ? I an- 
fwered him with great meeknefs, from the little can- 
tons. Immediatel)^, a young lady of thp pany, 
apparendy about nineteen or twenty, and very hand- 
fome, aflced me with a good deal of earneftqcfs, if 
I met in my way with a young man coming in the 
fame direftion ? I faid that I had not lately met with 
any of a defcription likely to intereft her. We (ex- " 
pcft my, brother. Are they about to fight in the 
litde cantons ? did you ftieet any Helvetic troops, 
&c,? To thefe and fuch other queftions, I gayf? 
the moft fatisfaftory anfwers I could. I faw they 
were pleafing to the whole party^ and my young 
gentleman, who by this time grew fomcwh^t milder, 
ventured to alk fome queftions like wife; but itQ 
mortify his petulance, I would look at him to let 
him fee 1 heard him, and then turn to his fitter pr 
father, to reply to their enquiries. I afkcd fomc 
queftjbns in my turn, and particularly, if it w^s 
intended to reftore the former order of things ; the 
old gentleman faid he believed there was no fuch in- 
* tention, for that it would be madncfs tojhink of it. 
Solure was a very clofe oligarchy. A few people 
governed the town, and the town gaverhed the 
country. The great council confifted of one 
hundred and tenperfonsj and the little cuoncil, 
without which the great could not not aflcmb'e, pf 

thirty- 
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thirty-fiv^i The town counted five tbdufand foulij 
and the canton, forty-fivc thoufand. 

The towfi of Solure ii furroundcd by a very good 
rampart in ftone, but witfiout ravalirics r of cobrfe \t 
could not make a long defence againft regular at- 
tacks. The rampart is^ the public walk of the city^ 
and indeed a veJ-y fine oriCj as it is planted with trees^ 
commands in fome places a view of the Aar, and 
every where of the majefttc mountains of Jiira. 
The town is in general well built. Its fincft piibKc 
edifice is the churchj which is one of the gcarideft 
buildings of the kind. Unfortunately, I had not 
ieifureto make an e^cutfioii to the Juvi mountains, 
to the Hazenmati and the ff^eijfenfteifj, places fo 
much celeBrated for their delightful tie^s. 'f he 
time I could fpare here> cofififtently with what t 
had allotted for vifiting other places, was only fuf- 
ficient for making fuch enquiries as might be an- 
fwcred in town. No place, I was told, couH be 
more divided in opinion^ nor ritott diftrafted by 
party, than the town of SblOre. Thofe who difap- 
proved of the former oligarchical conftitution, arro- 
gated to themfelves the ndme of patriots, as the fame 
defcription of perfohs did it Zurich. They alfo gave 
fupport to tjic central government from oppofitioii 
to the other ; but though their motives ma;^ have 
been good, yet, as the government they maintained 
was not a free one, and as they cattle to its defence 
under an honourable pretext, they Were in reality 

doing 
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doing an injury to the cauie of liberty. If they had 
joined in tlic revolution, they would naturally have 
their due weight in determining the form it IliouU 
lake, and thus they could moil effcdually ' 
ierved the caufe they alFefted to efpoufe* ^ .. 
peafatitry of fome neighbouring diftri6ts on the Aar, 
had meetings a few days before, which were deemed 
an adherence to the proceedings of the little cantons. 

This town wasrurprized by general Brune during 
an exifting truce. Fribourg was ftized by binti in 
the fame difiionourable mannen 

ISLAND OF ST. PETER, 



The day I ftayed at Solure there fell fomc heavy 
Ihowers, the firft: 1 had fecn fmce I left SchalF* 
haufcn. They refrefhed the weather and rendered it 
a pleafure to walk. What I have ytc fcen of the val- 
ley of the Aar is intere fling for a farmer. It abounds 
with clover, tumeps and carrots. They mow clover 
here thrice in the feafon, Buren and Nidau wer 
entered by the French after chcy got polTe(lion 
Solure, and a fharp adion took place between ihej 
and the troops of the oligarchy of Bcrnej at Lingnaq 
a little to the right of the high road between Solur 
And Biel. A circumftance, v^hich promoted a i 
deal the fuccefs of the French, was the diftrufl 
had the addrefsi of difleminating between the '" 
foldiers and their officers. 1 was told at Buren, 
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they would take an account at Bid of my ready calh, 
and fubjedt mc perhaps to troublcfome examin^ions. 
To avoid all fuch inconvenience I took the road to 
.Nidau, and gave up vifiting a place that is highly 
fpokcn of by travellers. Since the French have 
ilooped to conquer fuch a petty prince as the biftiop 
of Bafle, Bicl and its little territory are incorporated 
with the great nation. I wiflied to go by water 
from Nidau to the ifland, but the fare demanded of 
me being too much for one, and not finding a com- 
panion, I proceeded on foot to Ocre. Part of the 
way was acrofs a grazing plain clofe to the lake, but 
fliortly after the path led up to a confiderable emi- 
nence and through a charming wood. No artificial 
walks could equal for fimplicicy, or furpafs for cfieft 
t-he ^auty of this ruftic footway. There are fre- 
xjuent breaks which let in views of the water and 
die enchanting ifland of St. Peter, while the lofty. ' 
chain of mountain that bounds the oppofite fliore, 
ifl limiring the view, yet gives it woods and verdure 
and feveral pifturcfque villages on which to repofc^, 
At Ocre, there is a village-inn, not of the bcft, but 
where I got clean flieets, and fome very good trout 
for fupper. I engaged a boat which was to carry 
. me over at day-break to the ifland. The boatmaa 
was puft6lual, and the moment! put my feet on the 
fliore I hurried to the fouthern extremity, where 
Roufleau's exquiTite fenfibiljty was fo often en- 
raptured at the early dawn, and at the ftill more en- 
chanting hour of fctting day. This is the only ifland 
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in Swiflfcrland, and there might be a hundred with- 
out one more delightful It is very elevated, elpe- 
cially at the fouth-weft fide, the foil is very fertile, 
it produces good wine and com ; it has meadow, 
gardens, orchards and foreft trees. If any family 
were foolifli enough to look for folkude, this is the 
ipot,^ which in feparating fuch perfbns from all the 
world, would enable them to fuiRce themfelvies. 

This ifland is about a league in circumference : it 
has one large dwtUing, to which perfons come frc- 
qpently din parties of pleafure, and where they arc 
not badly accommodated. I got there very good 
green tea for breakfaft, and if I were difpofed to fieep 
riiere, might haVc had the chamber which was infaa;* 
bited by Rouflcau. Every thing conncded witfe 
this moft eloq'uent of writers would naturally intereft 
the lovers of Hterature, accordingly many of them, 
have vifit^d his retreat, and penciled many epigrartis 
crf^praifc and fitire on the walls of his rooFm. They 
are now fo effaced as not to be legible -, but a Smfi 
Writer has preferved fome of them. This gende- 
lirtan alfo went to refide a few months on the ifland, 
a^d compofed a thin quarto on its beauties and the 
. dccupacions ' of Roufieau, whofe mode of living 
there, even to the minutcfl circumftances, he Iws 
collefted with all the trivial fidelity of another 
fiovzyr* 

'NEUFCHATEL. 

* Johnfon's fainiliar name for BofwelU 
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NEUFGHATEL. 

The chain of mountams, which bound the Iakc$ 
of Bid, and Neufchacel to the Weft, have a fine 
cffeft alohg the road to this place. The bafe is lined 
with vineyards, the middle region is paftufe,- and 
the upper part is covered wich woods. The lake 
of Netifchatel is a noble flieet of water, and its bor- 
ders might be counted fine, if I had not feen the 
peopled and cultivated Giores of the lake of Zuric. 
The town has a certain air of opulence, and is kept 
very clean. Many of the hoiifes are built of hewn- 
ftone. The neighbourhood abounds with good 
quarries, which are egfily wrought. To chis circura- 
ftancethe town U chiefly indebted for the elegance 
of its appearance. The town-houfe is a beautiful 
edifice. It furpafle.s every qthef public building. 
In this town I heard atf perfons acknowledge their 
good fortune and their hapipinefs. There did not' 
feem to be fpch a thing 4s repining or difcontcnt 
within its prccinfts. The ftorms of war had palfed 
on all fides, without hiving ever fallen on this little 
country. In the beginning of the revolution, the 
inhabitants entreated the committee of public fafety 
to confider them pjolLticaliy, what they were in re- 
ality 5 that is SwiiS^ The Committee had the gene- 
rofity to do fo, and while at war with Pruflia did 
not ufe them as Pruflian fubjeds. Afterwards when 
i^rahte warred on SwilTerland itfclfi the people of 

Ncufchatel 



/ 
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Neufchatel were in reality on the point of aAing M 
iruc Swils, and had appointed their contingent : * 
inarch. But the arrival of ilic IVudian govern >r 
put a ftop to their generous impnidence, and favcd 
them as Pruffians from the fecond danger. TliC 
town and country are very commercial, and have 
fcveral opulent merchants. Thcfe men, who can af- 
ford to kvifh large funis, do not ftop at ex pence lo 
have it beautiful villa, or a noble houfe in their 54-^ 
tivc place. Other rich individuals wherever di 
malce their fortuneSj dilplay the fame laudable pr 
of cmbellifhing their paternal abode. General 
Meuron> for inftance, ivhofe houfe is on the fide of 
the hill above Neufchatel, was laying out five or fix 
thdufanti pounds of the fpoils of India^ to make a 
terraced vineyardj which will have a charming ef- 
fect, as it commands a view of the lake and of thr 
fine hill of Cudrefin, but which in point of profit 
will nor be worth one thoufand pounds. The town 
is too much ftinted in public walks, of which there 
are but two, and both x>n the borders of the lake* * 
One of them is at the entrance of the town by r = 
road from St. Blaife, It is on a hill that has all ttiv. 
appearance of a truncated cone* It is well planted 
with trees^ is furnilhcd with feats, and commands 
deliciQUs profpcft : The more fo, as the pretty girb 
of Neufchatel come every evening there to plje the 
air. ^ 

I met here with an old Swill officer, who had 
fcrvcd for many years under the ftcnch mooarch) , 

V who 
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\ who had loft his pcnfion, and was of courfe an enemy 

I to the revolution. He fpoke very feelingly of the 

i fufFerings of Swiflerland in 1798, and wa? very much 

^ aftonifhcd to hear from me, that in thofe places 

through which I paflcd, the little cantons did not 

bear any vifible traces of war. I oblerved.to him 

that a great deal of the diftrefs felt about that period 

was the rcfult of a general fcarcicy, and that as Swif- 

: ferland did not grow corn enough for its*K:onfump- 

tion, it muft have been afFcfted by that fcarcity 

though there were no war. «' We fent them/* 

; fays he, " from this little town a thoufand louifd'ors." 

I alked him if they did not likewife receive large 

fums from London ? " Yes, the Swifs merchants 

there fubfcribed liberally." But did not feveral 

Engliflimen do the fame ? " I heard there did. 

': Perhaps, fir, you are an Engliftiman ?" No, fir, I 

; would even be- extremely forry to be thought one. 

; " You do not love the Englifh then ?'* I /eel to- 

"Wards individuals of England, as I do towards indi- 

; viduals of any other country ; but certainly I am no 

I . friend to the power of the Englifh, which I have ken 

I them fo often and fo cruelly abufe. '^ You are an 

Irifhman ?" Yes, fir. " I began to fufpe'ft as much. 

It was the hoftility of your countrymen to the efta- 

blifhed government, which forced England into fo 

difhonourable a peace at Amiens. I think as you 

do." You fafely ^may, for all Europe knows ic. 

" But will you tell nie what^ did the Irifh natior^ 

want ?" At firft very little ; only to be admitted to 
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the privileges of the Britiftt conftitution. « ' The 
demand fcems to be very equitable ; but do you call 
it little ?'* Certainly, for that conftitution is not tt 
free one. ^' You furprize me: I have always heard 
people talk of Englifli liberty/* Then I drew a 
diagram on the fand : a ftraight line, and a curved 
onp, terminating in the fame point. There, fays I, 
is all the difference between the prefent French and 
Englifh conftitutions. Here the monarch goes 
if raight forward to his objtft. There the monarch 
muft go a little round through sL packed jury, 
a fufpenfion of the bill of habeas corpus, or fome 
other cercniony in the (hape of a law, which he may 
think proper to make his parliament perform. «^ Do 
you really think there is no other material dififer- 
ence ?" I really think that in the laft analyfis the 
Englifli conftitution jefolves itfelf like the other into 
the will of the monarch. But do not miftake me: 
though there is little eflential difference between the 
conftitutions of France and England, there is a great 
deal betvyecn the people. The Englifh have becii 
often in rebellion, not for princes, but for the caufe 
of liberty. They effefted a revolution in this caufe, 
and what with their own fpirit, the circumfpeftion 
pf the government, and the abfencc of any confide- 
fable ftanding army, they had pofTclTed, until the 
beginning of the American war, many years of prac- 
tical freedom. But having* no organization f.tto 
maintain freedom in trancjuilftty, the moment their 

'^ revolutionari 



THROUGH SWISSERLANO. -15/ 

revolutionary fpirit fubfided into a commercial one, 
they fell into the flavcry of their neighbours. Their 
national charader was the only fafeguard of their li- 
berties, and a thing which greatly contributed to form 
it was the goodnefs of their civil laws. The trial 
by jury (which is a very difFcrent thing there from the 
caricature of it received in France) and the law 
- -which provides that any pcrfon arretted muft be 
fully committed for trial, bailed or liberated altoge- 
ther within three days— .thefe two laws conftitutc 
the important difference exifting at prefent between 
the condition of the Englifh and French people. 
The difference is, I allow, a very important one, 
whilp. fuffered to remain j but in five hours the mi- 
. niftcr may any day remove thefe barriers, and then 
the fecurity of citizens is due only to his bene* 
volence or his policy. Of courfe there is no pro- 
• te£tion againft his enmity or his intercft. An adt 
of indemnity always follows to wrap in oblivion the 
deeds of a vizier-like adminiftration ; and every 
s^tom of this is the Britifh conftitution for the time 
' - being* ' I then detailed the whole interior mccha- 
nifnti of thfe parliament, and (hewed him the golden 
chain which binds it to iht throne of the monarchy 
This was not the only opportunity I had of difa- 
bufing foreigners with regard to the nature and ope- 
ration of the Englifh conftitution. I always took 
I up th^ veil, and particularly unmafkcd that hyppcri- 
L tical concern fof the freedom pf the Swifs, which 
I England 
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England afFcds abroad, while (he fo horribl/ tyrdri- 
. iiizes over an unhappy nation under her own domi- 
niofi. 

At Neufchatel there is no public place. Where yoii 
may at all times get a ncwfpaper. A coflFce-houfe 
uhich takes one, keeps it but a few hour's, and then 
fends it to a fubfcriber in the country : but there is no 
uant of billiard -tables, nor of idlers to frequent thera^ 
The eagle, of as it is fonletinics called the town- 
houfc, is reputed to be the bcft inn. It is dirty how- 
ever, but as another which I entered was equally fj^ 
I fuppofe that in this refpeft there is no room for 
choice. At the table d*hote I met a very intclligerit 
Frenchman from one of the eaftcrn departments, 
who finding himfelf on neutral ground, and judging 
me to be a friend to liberty, gave me a very intei*- 
cfting expofition of the fenrimcnts of the people ia 
his couAtry. An account of the information I re- 
ceived from him forms, however, no part of the 
fubjeft to which my enquiries are principally direft- 
cd in this journey. On the fame day with me there 
arrived two Englifh gentlemen, who immediately 
retired to an apartment by themfelves, and ordered 
a dinner at four o'clock, and tea at leven- One of , 
them r law ftroll a little through the ftreets late in 
the evening, the next morning, after breakfaftinfg 
alfo by. themfelves, they ftepped into their carriage, 
aad they will call this tr^avelling. I could almoft 
•picy. them for haying, miffed fo much converfation 
* that 
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that would delight an Englifh ear, by not having 
dined, and fupped at the tabic d'hpce as I did. 

I left Ncufchatcl on a Thurfday, which is market- 
day here, and when one may fee the quay of 
this commercial little town crowded with boats. 
Their freights are moftly provifions. I took a paf- 
fage in one that was returning to Morat. The wind 
was fair and the fail very pleafant, but that part of it 
up the Broye rendered tedious by the adverfc cur- 
rent. We were five hours going ten miles ; yet,' as 
the evening was ferene, a delicious view of the fuU 
moon (hining from a cloudlefs iky on the jvaters of 
Morat fully compenfated for the flownefs.ofthe voy- 
age. I had agreed for my paflage with the boat- 
man's fon, a full grown youth ; ncverthelefs the fa- 
ther told me when I landed that my bargain was 
null, for that he himfelf was the perfon ivith whom 
to contraft, and infiftedon getting nearly three times 
the amount of the firft fum. I remonftrated, but he 
only referred me to the magiftrate. I perceived I 
muft be a lofcr fome way, and preferred giving up 
my money rather than my rime. I was cheated only 
this once. Foot- travellers, indeed, are not fo liable 
to impofinon as they who go in carriages, for who 
would be a rogue for little, or for nothing ? 

The offuary near this town, that famous memo- 
rial of the defeat of the Burgundians, has been lately 
removed by the French. Having retrieved by their 

. * valour 
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Jlfalour the honour of their nation, they acquired ^ 
juft right to talcc ^way the monument of its difgracc^ 

. BERNE^ 

Three league$ from here 1 carpc through the pa6 
pf Giiminen. It has 4 bridge over the Senfcj a motrn- 
tain fl;rcam> which runs in a fomcwhat deep hol-r 
' jow with deep and wooded banks. The Bernefe 
troops were pofted here in 1798 to defend the ap-' 
pro^ch to Berne. The French marched againft 
th4t .town in fhree €pl«mn«. The one that took 
tbi$ rp^d amufed the wemy for the greateft part of 
a day by ? MnnQn?id(s wd fevepal movemcots 
which indicated an intention to force the paffagCi 
In the mean time the real ^ttjacl? was made farther 
to the fouth at Ncuepegg, on the ro^d between Frei- 
burg and Berne. The f^^i^n on this fide was very 
fevere. Neuencgg was repeatedly taken and re- 
tgtken i but it laft rer^ainei^ with the French. By 
^heir fuccefs here they turned the poft of Giiminen, 
which was then abandoned : this> ho^^evcr, would 
not have been neccflary, jf the French had not alfp 
pufhed a column on the north fide by Qrauhote and 
Fraubrunnen. The fucceft of thefe well-combined 
movements enabled the French columns to form a 
junflion before Berne. At a former period it would 
have ftood ^ fiege and been perhaps relieved like 
Grarifpn and Morat ; but the oligarchy found itfelf 
defcrted i and thijs body, (q provd ?nd fo vjirekpting 

a little 
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a little while bcforci fubmictcd with the utmoft 
tamehcist Of ail its arrtiy it could mufter no more 
than twelve hundred men to guard the three impor- 
tant, roads Already inehtioried. The mdmcnt the 
oligarchy was vigoroufly attacked, and that its ene-, 
mies faw they Would be properly fupported, it was 
rhade to fetl the effe6is of all its former injufticci 
'There was fuch cbnfiifibh and fuch a panic, that or- . 
ders ufcd to crofs arid contradift thcmfelvips. Troops 
of foldiers ufed to qtiit their colours to run to the 
tJroteftion of their villages; Ko one faw more of 
the public fafety than confided in the fafcty of his cot- 
tage, for the French could not be confldered as more 
Odiotrs than.jthcir own governrnfent; The French 
i"Cvolution gained eVery wher<? the hearts and good- 
will of thofc who were Opptcffcd: and if the rulers 
of France had adhered in their coridiidl to the prin- 
tiples of that revolution, nothing coiild ever flop 
their career but what they (hould not attack ^a fre6 
people, and a juft governmenti The foldiers who 
fought for the oligarchj^ did fo i% mctt hirelings^ 
difaffedion prevailed dmong the officers> and as for 
the people, the inftant they faw a power at hand to 
proted: them, they iJniverfally abandoned their info- 
lent and defpotic rulerS; Had they even united 
themftlves with their government, it was perhaps too 
late to oppofc an efFedual refiftanccj though this is 
at leaft doubtful; they exhibited j however, no de- 
votion to its caufe. tjbw different arc the events 
that we fee here, from thole which happened in the 
M little 
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little cantons, Thefc were overpowered, k is true p 
but their inhabitants evinced a flncere attachment 
to the caufe in defence of which thejr appeared,- and 
to tlicir country ; for tbey had rights and a country 
to defend. The French are fuppofed, indeed, to 
have ufed means for corrupring the fidelity of the 
fubjefts of Berne. Granted : but what enabled 
them to fucceed in this fedudion with the Bcrnefe, 
and not fucceed with the Schwitzers I the difference 
of refults is the ftrongeft proof that the fubjcfts of 
an oligarchy have not the fame or fuch important 
interefts to defend as the members of a democracy > 
and that coeteris paribus, a government is weak 
againft foreign invafions in proportion as it recedes 
from freedom. The Fiench eafily fucceeded, be- 
caufe in the government of Berne, feventy-five fa- 
milies, by means of certain fccret management, and 
in virtue of the exifting conjlitutionj ruled from fe- 
thcr to fon an external population of four hundred 
thoufand fouls. 

You perceive at a confiderable diftancc from 
Berne, that you are approaching the capital of Swif- 
Icrland. In point of population and grandeur united it 
certainly defcrves this name. All the ro^ds through- 
out the canton arc well made and carefully preferv- 
ed : that from Morat is remarkably (o^ and for the > 
- diftance of half-a-Ieaguc from the town has near it 
an alley of trees, that render it of a fummer*s even- 
ing a charming promenade. AH the beft ftreers of 

Berne 
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Berne have arcades under the houfes. They arc iin- 
^ fortunately too l(Jw, and the footway too narrow : yet 
they arc a very great convenience to the inhabitants. 
The beft dreflcd ladies might vifit here in ail wea- 
thers without coach or fcdan. In feeing them I 
. could not but wifh that the towns of Ireland had 
been built on fuch a plan. . It would remove the 
only inconvenience of our climate. The Bernefe 
have borrowed from lis our jaiintihg-cars j but as 
yet the fafliion is only beginning. The few I faw 
were, however, as* completely Irifh in their make, 
as if they had been taken new off the Blackrock 
road. Never when I was moft tired, did a feat in 
one give me the ^twentieth part of ^th^ pleafure> 
which I now felt from the bare appcarangc. BIcflfed 
principle of aflbciation ! which tics together fo many 
happy hours,' and I may add for myfclf, fortunate 
temperament of mind ! that almoft exclufivcly dif- 
pofes me to chearful recollections. Berne is great 
in its public buildings. I have not fcen its hofpitals 
equalled any where, and the ncatnefs within is litdc 
inferior to the external grandeur. The cathedral h a 
noble pile of gothic architefturej the teiracc before it 
a promenade of more beauty than I have met within 
the precinds of any other town. It does not admit 
of being very cxcenfivc, but it is convenient, well 
planted with tree*, and furniftied with feats. It§ great 
fingularity confifts in the fublime and beautiful prof- 
peft it affords. On coming in facing the north-caft 
the magnificent Alps catch the eye and rivet the at- 

M 2 tcntion 
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tention* Their pofition fliews them on a fine eveitr 
ingof the utmoft brilliancy and fple;idour. When 
one can withdraw his looks from fb enchanting a 
fpeftacle, they pafs, as they return, over romantic 
mountains, over the gloom of forcfts and the mild 
* verdure of meads, and the party-coloured labours of 
the hufbandman. Below the parapet of this delight- 
ful promenade is the rapid Aar, which environs a 
great part of the town. Its oppofite banks rife in a 
gradual, but confidcrable elevation, and form hang- 
ing lawns of the foftcft green. The boys exercife 
^hemfelves here at a fport, wnich I have alfo {ten 
them ufe at SchafFhaulcn. They plunge into the 
current, and arc carried down with a velocity which 
at firft occafions fome uneafinefs to a ftranger. By 
degrees, however, they give themfclvcs ,an oblique 
diredion, and at laft, with very little effort on their 
part, are thrown on fhore by the ftream itfelf. 
The terrace of the cathedral is rcforted to at, certain 
hours of the evening by fuch kind of company as 
walks the Palais-royal of Paris at the fame time. 
I muft mention it to the honour of the morals of 
the Swifs, that this is the only- town of their" 
country where I faw the like exhibition. But 
Berne, in proportion to its population, is to the full 
as corrupt as Paris i and for the fame reafon it 
has long been the refidence of idle and opulent 
:feigncurs* 

I had 
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1 had now an opportunity of fccirig the central 
government more clofcly, and the vievy, was dilguft- 
ing. The fervile imitation of French names, and 
jFrench arrangements, gave it alfo an air of ridicule* 
A minifter of war ^ for example, to five orfixbattfl- 
lions i a minifler of foreign relations who corref. 
ponded with only the French ambaffador ; and a na- 
tional government^ that dare not ftir without rcceiv- 
ing orders fronj a foreign^ country. The minifter 
of police wa$ not forgotten.* I faw 3t the prefedurc 
of Berne as m^ny books, in proportion, as many 
clerks, as many enquiries about the names, country, 
and bufinefs of travellers, as I did in Paris, Whs^t 
culpable cxpence, what Jealous defpotifm, wh^t 
fervile imitation ! But Berne particularly was treated 
as a conquered country j and, according to the rule 
of jufticc which is received among regular govern- 
ments, it cjeferved its chaftifpmpnt. 

There were no powers that fooner felt, or 
dreaded more, the effefts pf the French revolution, 
than the oligarchies of Swiflerland. Like all their 
compeers, they would recognife only exterior France ^ 
and they gave aid and comfort to the enemies of 
the interior. ' The patricians of Berne took the lead, 
which was due to their fuperior power, and their 
equal ariftocracy. At the time that the king of 
Sardinia was attacked in Savoy, the ariftqcrats of 
Geneva feared, or pretended to fe^r for the inde- 
pendence of their' country ; they folicited a garrifon 






from the fcnate of Bemc, and received a very br^r 
force. At the fame momtnt, the oligarchy lii 
the u'tmoft zeal and a^ivity to fpread a it:j:jii 
throtighout Swiilefland, of the French having am 
intention to invade. Though there was oot 
fhadow ^of probability, that France, attacked by 
all the powers of the concmenr, would wanio^lv^ 
bring on itfeif another formidable enemy, and O] 
its frontier^ yet a credulous people was fo far ^ 
ceivcd, that under favour of the dclufion, the oli- 
garehy fet on foot an army of Gscteen choufand mcii. 
Its head-qbaners were fixed at Nyon, within a 
league of the French frontier, and every thing was 
prepared' to enrer the French territory, and kht the 
country of Gex, the fort of Clufe, and the defiles 
that lead into France*. Four and twenty hour*: 
only before the time of executing this projed^ the 
news arrived of the duke of Brunfwick*^ retreat. 
This confounding event difconcerced all the mev 
fures of the oligarchy : they quickly Withdrew the 
3rmy, and difbandcd the greateft part of it* !' 



♦ Thefi? derails f t&ke from ihe wdrk of rWW/ry 
C^ar. L^iifAr^r^ the fame who was tutor to the prefeni _ 
peror of Ruflia. Like orher public charaflers* he 
varioufly fpoken of ar Berne ; yet t did mi find any r: 
pesch hh veracuy. Even culond Rov^frea. the apologu; *.. 
the oUgarchy, adfcniis the fad& adduced by UA^r/^i, bb 
infinuates that tbey are too highly coloured. The ac 
nm of as enftny cannot be lighter. V. eifai fur Li c 
tumn du Paysde- Valid, par f. C. Uhurfi, 
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chcy could not conceal their projcfil from France, 
nor. did they even flfcerward adopt a conduft that 
would efface the mctnory of their intended attack. 

So early as 1790, the oligarchy of Berne forced 
the other Swifs regencies to permit the Aoftrians to 
pafe on the territory of Swiflcriand, under pretence 
of aflifting the prince biftiop of BaQe againft his 
fubjedrs ; but in reality, to put the defiles of the 
Jura in pofleffion of the enemies of France. Cuf- 
tinc would have taken thefe troops prifoners, had 
not a retreat been afforded to them by the Swiis. 

The oligarchy 6{ Beme commanded its troops in 
the pay of France, to lay down the three coloured 
cockade, th^t Jign of rebellion^ and authorized them 
to aiTume the white one. x 

On the Swift territory was formed the firft nucleus 
of the black army., Succours of all kinds were 
given to the prince of Conde, to D'Autichamp and 
Mirabeau. The latter was ftationcd near Yverdun, 
where he fuperintendcd a depot of recruits and ne- 
ceflaries for the army of the princes, The recruits 
fcduced from France, ufed to be fent through 
Bienne to the Brifgau. 

When the Piedmontefe troops evacuated Savoy 
in 1792, the French cut off a battalion of the Swift 
regiment of Stcttler, under the command of that 

patrician. 
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patrician, and in the fervicc bf Sardinia; but boats 
were ready to receive thefe eight hundred men, who 
croflcd the lake of Geneva, and landed in the Ber- 
nefe town of Vevey, They then marched through 
the Bernele territory of Vevey and Aiglc^ proceeded 
through the allied territory of the Valais, and 
croflcd the great St. Bjernard into the yalley of 
Apfta, to fcryc again againft the French. All this 
might pofTibly have, been without the participation 
of the governnient ; but then, if not confenting, it 
would have diihiifled the colonel, and pynifhed the 
governors of Vevey and Aigle* " / V 

|n 1793> the Valaifans permitted a Piedmontefe 
column to pajs the great St. Bernard and the Coldc 
Balm into the valley of Chamouny, whence thefe 
troops defccndcd the, Arne vtd Bonneville. Had 
they been as Well fupportedas the march was impor- 
tant and well concerted, there is little doubt but 
the French would have been compelled to retire 
within their own frontier. 

The Auftrians were permitted to violate the 
neutrality of the Grifons, and arrefi 4hc French 
minittcrs, Maret and Simonvjlle* 

Public funftionaries under the. government of 
Berne, were agents of the correfpondence bctvyeen 
the royaiifl§ without France and thofc within. 

Forged 
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Forged aflignats contintied.tp be fabricated m 
fhe Pays-de-Vaud, and circulated with the conni- 
yancc of the government of Berne, until that of 
i?rance pointed out the individuals and places to the > 
oligarchy, and then firft obtained a lame fatisfadkion. 

The Frfench republic was already rccogmfed by 
every power with which fhe was not adually at war, 
when the oligarchies of SwiflTerland would not re- 
cognize her. They ftill perfifted to fee nothing but 
exterior Franciy with its hfcrarchy of a noblcflc, a 
clergy and a king* 

I do not ppetend to fay that the governments of 
3wi0crland were wrong in committing thcfe muki- 
plied afts of irritation and aggreffion, even in going 
to open war with France ; but no one will deny, 
that fuch condufl: was a fiagrant breach of neutralityy 
and thaf it fully juftified France, according to the 
law of nations, in making war on Svviflcrland, It is ^ 
not neccflary to my argument to fay, though I be- 
lieve, that in violating the neutrality, the Swifs re- 
gencies a(3:ed contrary to the injterefts of the narion ; 
but conformably enough however tb the views of an 
oligarchy, ^ho ardently dcfired to aid the caufe of 
defpotifm, . • . 

If fuch werjc the provocations given to France 
by the Swifs governments, that they juftified an in- 
yafioD, the multiplied adts of injufticc and of opprcf- 

fion. 
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fion, which ail the governments of Swifleriand 
cxercifcd over their fubjedls, equally juftified cheic 
in calling for that iovaflon. I have already men- 
tioned the treaty of.Stanz, which was a real combi- 
nation among the fovereign lords of Swifferland^ 
whether oligarchic or democratic, to crufli all the 
afpiring hopes of their Helots, and retain them in a 
. ftatc of privation and infcnority. This treaty was 
always vigdrouQy pxeculcd, and the fubjcfts repeat- 
cdiy experienced that redrefs woujd' neither be con-^ 
ceded by their mailers, nor could it be forced by 
themfelves alone. Nothing therefore remained to 
them, but unmanly fubmiflion to their hard fate, or 
to adopt 2L policy which had been fortunately prac-. 
tifed by the Englifh and the Americans— *to formiaii 
alliance with the enemies of their oppreflbrs. Ac- 
cordingly, fome perfons from the Pay$-de-Vaud, 
went to folicit the co-operation of a French force, 
that they might recover their rights by arms, Gncc 
there was no other refource. I will afterward (late 
jhe wrongs of the Vaudefc, and examine now whe- 
ther they were not very much to blame for having 
leagued themfelves with the enenaies of their 
country. Thefr were the precifc words in which I 
heard them reprehended. They fay for themfelves, 
that they value liberty more than the dod which 
they till, and that in the region in which they were 
born, there was no country left them, but firaply ^ 
their habitations and their fields. Thefe, however^ 
they were not in danger of lofing^ or if they parted 

cvca 
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even with fomc of the produce, they had made up 
their accompt to pay that price for the reftoration of 
their political rights. Already a great deal was paid 
to maintain the power which took them away. 
Thofe ajonc were their enemje^ by whom they were 
pppreflfcd ; thofe were their friends who fuccoured 
them. The evil they felt, they knew to be fevere 
and to be perpetual ; what they riflced, if an evil, 
was from its nature temporary, and could rjot exceed 
that which they experienced. 

The cpuntry, . in fo far as it meant the people, 
confifted of two defcriptions ; one an oligarchic 
alcchdaiicy in the exercife of an opprefliyc domi- 
nion : this was not the country of which the Vau- 
defe helots could be fo tender. They were them- 
ielves the other, Should they be baffled in their 
fchemes of redrefe, that was their concern alone— 
. they might have erred in their judgment;, but they 
cannot be faid to have failed in their duty. Oppref- 
fion was not the let painful to them for being the 
aft of their own countrymen, and in conneding 
themfclves with foreigners, they endangered no 
other power but that of their tyrants. The leaft 
. part of a man's country is the earth and ftones, the 
woods and waters. Where the inhabitants too. are 
divided into diftirift cafts, they are not even all 
countrymen in a, moral view; and an individual of 
the inferior community will fooner find a friend' in 
any other lanc^, than among the domineering party 

■ ^ -of 
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of his own. When the oligarchs of Berne then rcr 
proached the Vaudcfc with having drawn a foreig9 
•enemy into thjC bowels. of their .country, tbey only 
ufcd an ambiguous c3fprcflion to reproach the Vaudefe 
with having be^q fo unnatural 2l% to zxxzck jhc exclii- 
five pow^r and emoluments of their maftcrs, Thi^ 
was trcafon againft the oligarchs of Berne ; but the 
Vaudefe infifted that it was not treafon agait)ft the 
great majprity of the people of Yaud. 

Tyrants, faid the Vaudefe, would have an cxclu- 
five privilege, if the facred name of country could 
be always incerpofed to defend their exceflcs, and if 
an oppreflcd people alone fhould be excluded from 
contrading a neceffary alliance. They only who 
are free have a country j and when the enflayed 
break their ^ chains, they recover their, country, in 
which they were but aliens before. 

Unfortunately for the Vaudefe, and for the Ita- 
lians Hkewife, the force that came among them had a 
greater in its train, nor could the Swifs or the Ita- 
lians give the law to their allies. This is the exaift 
circumilance that determines whether we fhould 
bear the ills we have, or fly to others that we do not 
know. The Swifs had not a fea between them and 
the remaining forces of thJ^ir deliverers. When 
the illuftrious king William went to the affiftance of 
the Engli(h, there was no tail to the army with which 
he enabled them to free themfelves i nor was there 
any to, the army which ' the unfortunate Lewis the ' 

fixtcenth 
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i lixtcenth fcnt to fuccour America. In the ihftance 

[ of king William, the French fleet itfcif would nc- 
ceflarily have been fubfervient to the interefts of the 
Englifh natiort, by preventing the arrival of any 

i more Dutch troops, had fuch a thing been ever in- 
tended. In the American war, in like manner, the 
EngliOi fleet prevented the paffing over of any 
more French troops, and it is evident how the very 
fuperiority of this fleet would be infltrumental in de* 
fending the independence of America againft any 

r difloyal defigns of her allies. So providenttatty 
dirc<5ted wprc two great events of the highefl: im- 
portance to the liberties of mankind, the revolutions 
of England and Ameriqa, that the utmoft adlivity of. 
their mo^ inveterate opponents, tended only to con« • 
firm their benefits j and fuch folly is the cunning of 
man before him, who fways all things to his own be- 

i ncficcnt purpoles ! 

Seventy-fix reigning families of Berne fupplicd> 
two hundred and ninety-nine patricians, who com- 
pofcd the council called the two hundred, fi-om 
f which were taken all the members of the adminif- 
tration, all the baillies, all the higher authorities, in 
Ihort, the whole fupreme power. In 1776, the 
fovereign council confided of two hundred and 
ninety- fix individuals, and fifteen families had one 
hundred and forty-nine votes, a majority of the 
council. In 1790, the fovereign council confided 
of two hundred and fifty-fix, ind fixteen families 
had one hundred and twenty-nine votes, a majority. 

In 
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In 1796, the fovereiga council confifted of two 
hundred and nincty-two^ and fcvcntccn families had 
one hundred and fifty-one votes, .a raajority. La* 
harpe proves that thcfe reigning families divided 
among them every fix years, four hundred and fif- 
teen thoufand, Ox hundred and fixty-fix pounds, 
eight fhillings fterling of public money. This large 
fum was wrung from" the patrimony of the people, 
for the benefit of a patrician order. This was the 
cohftitmion, which colonel Roverea, ^one of the 
oligarchy, calls our happy <:onfticytion--the rare 
felicity which we inherited from our fathers as a 
facred depofit tp be tranfmittcd from age to age* 
The domain of thefe feventy-fix reigning femiTies^ 
was at leaft four hundred thoufand fouls, who were 
ruled like ftrangers in their native country, and 
feverely perfecuted when they dared to rcfent fb hu- 
miliating a reparation. Some fenfible and honeO: 
men, who advifed after the French revolution, that 
the ftates of the Pays-de-Vaud (hould be aflcmbled, 
and the ancient conftitution re-eftabli(hed, were dc-* 
nounced as traitors: they were caft into prifon: 
their goodis were confifcaced, and one was con- 
demned to lofe his head. But to whom more pror 
perly belongs the name of traitor, to thofe who had 
violated the original conftitution, or thofe who 'only 
recjuired that it fhould bf* reftored ? When' the 
canton of Berne got poffeffion of the rights of the 
barons of Vaud, and dukes of Savoy, it fucccedcd 
to no more than thofe rights. The Vaudefc were 

free 
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ff€C before, they were to remain free. No law 
was binding on them that had not obtained the 
formal fanflion of the ftates, and this conftitution 
w^s to be continued i whereas the oligarchy decreed 
whatever was profitable to the feventy-fix families 
from which it was recruited. 

' In ^530^ the duke of Savoy ceded to Friboiirg 

and Berne, by the treaty of St. Julien, bis rights 

over the Pays-de-Vaud, /uch as be pejfejjed thtnis 

In 1564, Emanuel Philib^rt duke of Savoy, and 

• fuccclfor of Charles the third, ceded anew' by the 

treaty of Laufanne, all pretenfions to the Pays*de- 

Vaud, after having exprelsly refcrved the privileges 

of its inhabitants, among which was that of being 

protefled by the ftates of the country. In 1565, 

France guaranteed the treaty of Laufanne. That 

guarantee was renewed in 1582, when the Pays-de- 

Vaud was admitted into the perpetual confederacy, 

and again renewed in 1777. Since the year 1796, 

France ftands altogether in the place of the duke 

of Savoy, and the Vaudefe have a right to claim 

^ her intervention as reprcfentative of the rights o^ 

that prince, in virtue of the treaties of ^t, Julien 

and Laufanne j and as guarantee, in virtue of the 

treaty of 1565. The commune of Morgcs, "in a 

difcuflion with the government of Berne ift 1 790, 

has cited fcvcral public afts, which incontcftably 

prove that the prindipal towns of the Pays dc-Vaud 

. had fo many arid fuch important privileges, as to * 

"be 



be to all intents and purpofcs free towns,. THd 
barons and the clerg]^ were alfb iriembers of ih6 
ftatcs, and by thofc alone were taxes impbftd, and! 
laws ciiaftcd. This ancient cohftitutiori Was gra- 
dually frittered away> and it was made high-tfeafori 
to attempt to change the exifting one. General 
Laharpc* was condemned to death for having de-^ 
mandcd the aflembling df the ftates of the Pays- 
de-Vaud. Secret conferences were made criminal,' 
and yet no body could fpeak publicly of the inte- 
refts of his country. It was criminal to talk even 
in private of the national privileges, anfd legal fteps 
for obtaining a reforin of abufes were profcribed as 
fcditious aftSj becaufe they went to overthrow the 
exifting conjiitutiqn. The principles publicly taught 
in Swiflcrland heretofore, as alone worthy of free- 
men, were now denounced, and punifficd as crimes 
againft the (late* The paftorof Mezicrs had raifed 
his voice* in favour of the rights of his fellow-citi* 
zens. He had preached againft the injuftice of pay* 
ing tithes out of every part of a man's produce. For 
thefe meritorious atffcs he was carried off in the dead of 
night, and fent for feveral months to cool his charity 
in a, dungeon. After the reformation, the arifto- 
Gracy of Berne appropriated to themfejves the 
tithes, which before then, had been paid to the ea-. 
tholic clergy, and it was therefore a facrilegioos 

innovation, 

♦ An interefiing accmmt of this virtuous man will be 
found in Mifs AV ill is ins*s elegant letters from Swiflerland* 
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innovation, to qucftion the' divide right of colleft- 
iftg tithes. 

By a proclamation in 1790, the oligarchy held 
out rewards aqd fccrecy to all fpies and informers. 
At the fame time, the magiftrates of Berne created, 
of their own authority^ a fecret council, to take 
cognizance of every word and movement of the 
people. Such perfons as had the misfortune of dif- 
plealing a patrician of Berne, were taken up, and 
without any form of trial caft into the dungeons of 
Chillon, or compcHed to fly their country. All 
'joint pcdrions of the communes were profecuted as 
feditious, and all ifolatcd petirions were defpifcd 
Pamphlets and writings in favour of the rights, of 
the people, excited the greateft terror, and drew 
down the utmoft vengeance. Every thing that re- 
called the ancient free conftitutiony every thing that 
expreficd with energy the grievances of the nation, 
every thing that proved the rieccffity of reform, and 
pointed out the means, was made a crime. Tor- 
ture was employed by the oligarchy to extort con- 
feffions from fufpcftcd perfons, and it was applied to 
witneflTes to make them fwear againfl the accufcd* 

Several inhabitants of the communes of Vevey, 

Laufanne^ Morgeis, Rolle, Nyon and Aubonne, 

celebrated the anniverfary of the fourteenth of July 

. by military excrcifes, fcalis and balls, in the manner 

• they -were accuflomed to celebrate their own 

N feftivals. 
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fcftivals. There was not the !cafl: difordcrat spy 
of thofe celebrations; there was not a fingle indf- 
vidua] profccuted for any breach of law or police 
committed there, yet many for having been there, 
were perfecuted on the fabricated charge of wifliing 
to plot an infurreftion. Of fome individuals prc- 
fent who belonged to the oligarchy, one endea- 
voured to excite a riot by infults, and two others 
ftrove to fcduce the gucfts into difordcrly z&s^ 
Thefe men, the oligarchy afterward amply rewarded 5 
which (hews the infidious nature of their agency. 
As foon as the fenate of Berne had formed its lift of 
profcriprion, it took up with a great parade of mi- 
litary force, the unhappy individuals whom it had 
marked out. They were firft fent on board prifon 
Ihips that were ready to receive them on the lake of 
Geneva, thence into fubtcrraneous caverns, or the 
caftle of Chillon. This idea of a prifon Ibip, was 
perhaps borrowed from the galley which formerly 
flood ready night and day at Venice, to receive the 
viftims of the inquifition of ftate. A dcfpicable 
hord of traitors were found in the Pays-de- Vawd, 
whom to the number of twelve hundred, the fenate 
of Berne enrolled as foldicrs and encamped at Pcr- 
roix. Thefe wretches infenfible of the bafenefs of 
fupporting againfl: their native country a foreign go- 
vernment, which was alfo a tyranny, were mod 
adive and malignant in pcrfecuting their ill-fated 
countrymen. They were lodged at difcretion in the 
houfcs of pcrfons fufpcdlcd to be patriots: thofe 

they 



they did not fail to treat with brutality, as it was a 
proof of loyalty to the government..' For all their 
fcrviccs of infamy, they expefted half-pay as a per- 
nranent provifion ; but the oligarchy did one good 
thing — after having blighte^J thefe beings in the 
public opinion, it difmiflcd them with indifferendr. 
It made therti ferve its, purpofes while they were 
jieccffary, and they were then too vile to be dan- 
gerous when turned off. With two eamps, which 
in a manner idvefted Laufanne, and a ftrong. military 
force, tKe oligarchy gave the rein to its jealoufy and 
its vengeance. The friend of liberty^ if he but 
drank a toaft, fung, or compofcd a fong in favour 
of the rights of man, or in ridicule of the oligarchy, 
was perfecuted or imprifoncdi, Things happened, 
which perhaps none but an Irifhman can believe to 
be credible. A young man about feventccn years 
of age, of thp name of Raymondin^ was clerk at 
Geneva to the bookfellers Bardc and Manget. 
When packages were going from the houfe, he ufcd 
to (end with them copies , of a fong, in which a 
Genevefe friend of his fatyrized and ridiculed the 
fodomy of the Bcrnefe patricians. One of thofe, 
the baillie of Laufanne, thinking it very important 
that the government flibuld not be brought into con- 
tempt, right or wrong, fct off to Geneva, accom- 
panied by one of the few loyal inhabitants of the 
Pays-de-Vaud, He treats privately with the per- 
fons.who then governed Geneva, for the falc of 
Raymondirt. The unfortunate young man was in- 
N 2 vited 
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vited by one of ^ the public officers, Naville tUllieU 
to his houfe, there made prifoncr, gagged, and in 
the night delivered outfide the port to his enemies. 
The pcrfon who hired his boat for the execrable 
purpofe was one Buroverey. The vidim was firft 
carried to the dungeons of Chillon, thence to the 
prifon of Berne, and condemned to twenty-five 
years labour and confinement in the houfe of correc- 
tion. I could not hear, that after this affair there 
were any more fongs againft the fodorty of the 
patricians 5 but there was a revolution the very firft 
opportunity. Laharpe, from whom I have taken 
the above anecdote, gives another that is ludicrous, 
but which will difplay as well as a graver faft^ the 
jealous nature of the oligarchy. A chandler at ! 
Laufanne of the nan^e of Roffire^ had a blackbird 
that whittled ca-ira. This man was denounced to 
the baillie as a rebel, imprifoned for not informing 
againft the teacher of the bird, and not enlarged 1 
until he entered into a recognizance to kill the I 
culprit. A ftrjcant from the baillie was fent to afSft 
at the litde fans culotte's execution. Mr. D*Erlacb, 
the baillie, was afraid if the babbling bird efcapcd, 
that he would chirp French principles, and fing 
patriotifm through every forcft of his bailiwick. 

I^harpe gives the names of thirty men who were 
condemned, fomc to death, fome to the houfe of 
corredtion, fome to imprifonment, for having affifted 
at the celebration of the fourteenth of July, or for 

having 
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having fung French foags, or for having exprefled 
cliemfelves in favour of liberty. Such was the fate 
which the privileged patricians prepared for all thofe 
^vho alarmed their gloomy jealpufy,. or who were 
not fo mean-fpirited as to become the willing flaves 
of their deipotifm. Their m^afures were long pre- 
pared for the fupport of fuch a fyftem j the inftruc- 
cion of the people was purpofcly neglcfted ; and it 
was even publicly queftioned whether the people 
fhould be inftru6led. It is no doubt very dangerous 
to inform men of their rights whom you intend to 
cnflave, and yet whoever can read, runs the rifk of 
learning them. ^The humbleft peafent who heard 
that he had rights, could not be opprcffed with 
Safety J and hence it is, that every man who is 
hoftile to his rights, is ad verfc to his being in- 
ftru&ed. There is a moral neceffity that man will 
aft according to his opinions : they muft therefore 
ncceflarily aflcrt their rights who are convmced that 
thcfe rights belong to them, unlefs where they are 
rcftrained by motives of a different intereft, which 
can never fufSce for every onet The French revo- 
lution more than all other events forced this kind of 
knowledge into circulation, and in this confided its 
great danger to all regular tyrannies. 

In all which I have related, there is every mark 
of a vigorous govern aient, there wa$ no mean com^ 
pliance with the wirties of the people, there was no 
Wipak conceffion to the clainjs of mutinOHS fubje^Ss, 

there 
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there was punifhment for every offence, -or for the 
bare afpeft of aA offence; yet notwithftanding all 
thefe great qualities, this government crumbled the 
moment it was touched, and its worft foes were its 
own people. Haraffcd by the importunities or. 
revolt of their fubjefts, the oligarchies of Zuric 
and Berne always demanded aid from the Jittle can- 
tons, and preferred having recourfe to the afliftancc 
of others, rather than relinquilh that unjuft domi- 
nion, which prevented their having friends and de- 
fenders at home. 

At the folicitation of Berne chiefly, the cantons 
of Schwytz, Fribourg, Solure, and the Valajs, lent 
deputies to Laufannc to a£l as mediators, and fb fer 
fucceeded in adjufting matters amicably, that the 
moft influential inhabitants of the Pays-de-Vaud 
agreed to diffuade the direftory from fending them 
^he fuccours which they before reauired from it, or 
interpofing any longer in their domefl:ic arrange- 
ments. It is reafonablc to conclude from this 
agreement, as well as from the example of Uznach 
and the March, that if fuch a phenomenon had 
appeared as an oligarchy redreffiilg in time the 
grievances of the people, the latter would have cor-r 
dially joined in defence of the country. But on 
the prefent occafion, the oligarchy exhibited an in- 
ftancc of pride and perfidy, which pot an end to all 
confidence" between their fpbjeds and them. Find- 
ing that fpme communes remained ftiU faithful to 

their 
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their government, they refolyed to crufh all oppofi- 
tion by a ftroke of authority, and for this jpurpofe 
tJircdtd colonel Weifs to collefl: their partifans, re- 
take from the infurgents the ftate-prifon of Chillon, 
and eftablilh order by the bayonet. The Helvetic 
deputies became indignant at the folly and treachery 
of this conduft, and quitted a fituation where ,they 
could not be any longer ufcful- Thefe violent rc- 
folutions are attributed to the firft magiftrate 
SUigiier :. the fame whofe funeral panegyric we had 
in the Englifh papers from the difpatches of Mr. 
Wickharu. Berne grafped the leaft Ihadow of 
power, in order to ,reje6t every idea of conceffiop. 
She placed all her honow in humbling thofe who 
afpircd to be her fellow-citizens* • She fcemcd to 
think no evil fo greac as lifteniiig to difcontentcd 
fubjefts, or yielding a reform; and preferred ex- 
pofing hcrfelf to all the hazards of an uneqpal war, 
rather than comply with the univerfal demand fqr 
liberty. I very mach admire the magnanimity 
which fets cjmry thing at hazard, rather than rclin- 
quilb a juft caufe j but it k the caufe alone that can 
idecide whether fuch obftinacy be a vice or a virtue. 
But I cannot applaud a pcrfeverance which fomcr 
times allies itfclf with perfidy, and at others (hakes . 
with fear. When general Menard entered the 
Pays-de-Vaud, Berne offered to make conceffions, 
. She propofed that in the courfc of a month y a com- 
mittee ihould be named (by her) of honeft and en- 
lightened 
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lightened mcny who, within a yeavy were to make 
fuch changes in the conftitution s^s ihould be found. 
expedient : all this to be without foreign interfcrence. 
^ The patriots placed no confidence in this gracious 
propofal, which leads me back to the melancholy 
conclufion I was forced to draw already from a view 
of the (late of parties ; namely, that nothing ftiort 
of ^ foreign force could have brpken the chain? of 
the Swifs. / . 

Whatever confequences have attended the intro- 
dudion of that force, they alone are ch^jgeable 
with them, who made the mcafure neceflary :. firfl:^ 
l)y breaking the peace vv^th tlxe French repuibHc; 
and fecondly, by leaving their fubjefts po other rcr 
fource. All thoft who were fov€reign$ before, 
have loft by the change 1 but all thofc who were 
fubjeds, have gained by it. Yet, there "is no doubt 
that the former would have, been deprived of lefs> 
^nd that the latter wpuld liaye acquired as much, by an 
aniicable dqnicftic adjuftment. But ^\^o that clofely 
coiifiders the pride and felfilhnefs of an'oiigaMrchy, - 
will be furprized that they iliould hazard every tMsg 
fooner than confent to the reform of profitabic 
abufes ? The monopoly of thefe was to them 
almoft every things and if Swiflerland was fubdued, 
they faw that they wowld lofe litde more than was 
required of them by their own countrymen. That 
enlarged love of country, which conftitutes pa- 
triotifm^ was never felt by an oligarchy for pa- 

triotifm 
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triotifm cffcntially includes a concern for the honour 
and interefts of the whole, and certainly no oligarch 
takes an intercft in the liberty of difcontented fub- 
jcfts. How idje then to expe6l that oligarchs will 
yield to the dread of expofing their country to ^ 
general misfortune, on account of exclufively ad? 
he/mg to their private advantages ! or that they wilt 
ever confent to a reforni of the moft flagrant abufes 
from a fenfe of juftice or of public good ! They as 
cpnftandy ridicule all patriotifm^ as their own prac- 
tice is at variance with that virtue. Their creed i$ 
that every man only thinks of himfelf, and as they 
' beft know how far that i§ their own cafe, it would 
be ahifurd to cxped from them a redrels of griev- 
ances, by the continuance of which they profit. 
The confequence is, that thofe whom they have 
reduced under their dominion, muft make up their 
accompt to recover their liberties by force of arms, 
or elfe to fubmit tamely. to their fate. Such a deli- 
berate rcfolution would have the happieft efFeft, as 
-it would either prcfcrye a profound tranquillity, or 
, prpduce a general, n, dccifive and a Ihorc war. It 
would filence the babbling of a fet of men, the 
mofl: mifchievous and contemj^tible in an oppreffed. 
country, I mean thofe who clamour about rights, 
.urge on othei:s of more ardent minds, and fkulk 
away themfclves in the hour of peril. But is not 
there a moral force, it will be faid, to preclude the 
extremity of arms ?. The prefs, and the exercifc of 
fofFrage. Yes, thefe ajs accurately as a barometer 
^ indicate 
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indicate the ftatc of liberty, and a people that ca.- 
joys them in their full extent, will have none bac 
very harmlcfs contefts wiqh its government. 

I had (laid long enough in Berne to grow tired 
of it* This well built town has too much the air of 
a luxurious capital, and too litck of the elegant 
amufemcnts of one, to make ic a defirable rcfidencc 
for a perfon who has not the advantage of intro- 
<luftions to private families. I enquired, and in- 
formed myfelf as far as my opportunities would 
admit, and having other intercfting objedts to vifit, 
I rcfumcd my ftafF and my journey, 

f^RIBOU.Ra 

The country between Berne and Fribourg would 
be intercfting. tp a farmer, as it is in a high ftate 
of cultivation; the villages and the perlbns you 
meet there have all the appearance of comfort, and 
the tenures of their properties are very much the 
. fame as in other parts of Swiflerlartd. After jour- 
neying a few leagues, a crofs apprized me that I was 
on catholic territory. Little images of the virgia 
and croflcs form the decoratipns of the road, and if 
the traveller is not edified by them, it is not the 
fault of the pious inhabitants. The appearance of 
the town is Gngular. One part of it rifes on a con* 
fiderable height, the other is at the bottom of a " 
valley, and included within feveral windings of the 
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Saane. The upper town has fcveral good edifice^ 
both public and private, but there is a gloomy ftill- 
nefs pervading the whole. Qf all folitudes, that of 
a city is the worft. The lower part of this town is 
alfo diftinguilhed by the moft , abominable jargon 
that I have heard any where. It is a kind of 
German, but fo adulterated with exotic words^. 
which do not belong to any civilized language, as to 
be only intelligible to the natives. In the upper 
town they Jpcak very good French* 

The whole canton of Fribourg is catholic, the 
whole canton of Berne is proteftant, and it is worthy of 
remark with what perfeft agrcemcpt they have always 
upheld the fame fyftem of government, without any 
animofity among the governing powers, or other 
rivalfhip than which fhould bcf^ maintain the fway 
pf the oligarchy, 

YEVEY, 

The country as far as BuUe is fufficiently intereft- 
ing, there are many handfome views of hills and 
forcfts, and the neighbourhood of the Saane with 
its bold and rocky banks, affords fcveral romantic 
ficuations. At Bulle we are near the Alps of 
Gruyerc, fo famous for its excellent checfe; of 
which Bulle is the chief emporium. I faw fomc 
pafturage here in a more negledcd condition than 
any where cllc . in Swifferland, Farther on is, 

Molaiflbn, 
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Molaiflbn, from the top of which is one of the m.oft 
charming profpcnSs in the whole country. It com- 
mands the lake of Geneva, the mountains of C ha- 
blais, the chain of the Jura, the lakes of Morat and 
NeufchatcJ, the whole country of Fribourg and the 
Glaciers of Berne and the lower Valais. 

r . . 

A perfon becomes fcnfible of the great elevation 
of this whole region by attending to the continued 
and fome'timc's rapid defcent from Chatel St. Denis 
almoft to Vevey. After paffing Attalens there are 
fome charming viftas of the lake of Geneva half- 
difcovcred through the hanging branches, and fomc- 
timcs (hut out altogether by a turn in the road, but 
appearing the next time in greater extent, without 
the eye having glided imperceptibly to a more am*- 
pie view. The mountain of ^t^ Gingou and the 
rock$ of Mellerie rife in Tombre grandeur above 
the lucid waters of the moft beautiful of Lakes* 
Julie and St. Preux alfo rujfh upon the hearty and 
happy the perfon who can then recall any remini- 
fcence of melting foftnefs and enthufiaftic love. 

The town of Vevey appears in a fmall plain clofc 
to the wact:r, and every where elfe environed by ♦ 
vineyards. No place can be better Jchofen for the 
fcene of fo interefting a work as the New Eloifa. 
Here are to be found cultivated minds and fiinple 
manners: here every objeftjiourifhesfenfibility and 
elevates the heart: here with a.fewchofen compa- 
nions might a perfop enjoy in happieft combination 

the 
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the fwccts of friendlhip and the charms of nature. 
The eye embraces a great extent of the lake from 
where it ifFues from the gigantic mduntains of the 
lower Valais, to where it bathes fome of the fertile 
borders of the Chablais. To the left I faw the 
caftle of Chilloni and could fay to myfelf, its ftibter-, 
raneous caverns will no longer receive the vidHms of 
a jealous oligarchy* All around are the moft varied 
points of view, here fcencs of ufefd cultivation, 
there others of favage ftcrility. One of the mofl en-- 
ehanting evening landfcapes is beheld from the 
church of Vevey. From a commanding (ituation, 
in the bofom of vineyards, you overlook this neat, 
well-built town : you behold the brilliant furfacc of 
the lake reddened with the laft beams of the fun. The 
abrppt rocks of Mellerie which nothing ctm btighteh 
retain the chara<fter of pcnfive melancholy; but far- 
ther to the eaft, the mountains of the, lower Valais, 
a fpot of perennial fnow guides the eye, tofbmething 
cheerful among thefe enormous maffes of fliade._ One 
will not quickly retire from fuch a ftrene, and infen- 
bly darknefs takes poflcflion of the horizon : a fort 
of grejf twilight only fliews the neareft part of the 
waters: the view contrafts at laft to the contempla- 
tionof the church-yard, which with the folfemii ftill- 
nefs, and the confcioufnefs we have of the grandeur 
of furrounding objeds, brings to the heart a train of 
devotional feelings, incomparably more fublime and 
affcfting than any others. The places that beft dc- 
fcrve to be fccn are enumerated by Abel, with a de- 
gree 
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grce of detail which proves that he was well plcafed 
in this abodci and the ftrangcr who wiflies to vifit 
theoi fhould Ufe his memorandum; 

' t gratified during a ttay of three days a kind cff 
claflic longing to behold thoie romantic ficuationsi 
round which fuch an intereft^ has been thrown by a 
writer who poflefled the power of (entimental elo- 
quence more than any other has ever done> and then 
proceeded to refume my journey with the other ob- 
jc6ts of my enquiries- 

LAUSANNE. 

The walk to this place is quite delightful. It 
runs almoft. the whole way -along the lake. The 
water is fo extremely clear as tq permit you to fee 
to a great depth its pebbly bottom, and the fwarms 
qf its inhabitants. On the other fide are terraced 
vineyards, rifing in progreffion to the top of a 
mountain, which, any where but in Swiflcriand, . " 
would be called high. The wine along thjs coaft is 
very good, and the expofurc alone fo conducive to 
its quality, that earth has been carried from other 
places to form fcveral of thcfc terraces. 

If we could be furprifcd at the fantafticalhefs of 
man, we might afk, why perch a town on the flopc 
of a mountain, and on the fides of a ravine ? Such as 
it is, however, Laufanne contrails with every other 

near 
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near the lake, the reft bcirig more conveniently fitu-. 
ated on even ground, and in the neighbourhood of 
water. To afcend from the lower part of the town 
to the terrace of the cathedral, I had to mount 
eighty ftcps of a ftaircaife in addition to a confide^ 
rable deal of inclined plane. The profpeft from 
above is one of the fined in or about the place.' It 
'ftretches over the lake, which it in a great meafurc 
commands, and takes in the Alps of Savoy- The 
conftant interchange of light and (hade fucceffively 
illuminating and darkening different parts of thefe 
mountains, and frcquendy varying their appearance, 
multiply their phaies in fo endlefs a manner, as al-r 
wajs to join the furprize of novelty with the fullnefe 

of admiration. 

I 

Every reader of Englifh will enquire for the 
charming refidence of Gibbon. I paid my homage 
there to genius, taftc and induftry j and without en- 
vying the lot, could not but admire the fuperior 
felicity of thofc who crown a life of learned eafc 
with an immortal fame. His houfe has a fouthern 
afpcft. It commands the whole flope of the hill, 
which is about a mile from the town to the lake. . It 
overlooks gardens, vineyards and villas, and it has 
the other profpedls that arc fccn from the terrace 
of the cathedral. 

The former ftatc of fociety is very much 
changed here, and the prcfent agitation very confi- 

dcrable. 
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derable. The Vaudefc have the utmoft horror of 
falling under the government of Berrtc. It is difficult 
for any perfon but an Irifliman to conceive how a 
government can be fo dcteftcd. The leaders in the 
little cantons are accufed of being ambitious men,, 
aftuated by the bafeft motives. Not .that the pre- 
fcnt conftitution or the central government arc 
liked s but becaufe any thing would be preferred to a 
return of the former kind of adminiftration. The 
pretended wifdom of this adminiftration alienated, 
the hearts of all its fubjefisj and its vigour made 
them call in the affiftance of a foreign power. This 
event has ruined the oligarchy, who wi{h to re- 
prefent themfclvcs as the country ; but the Vaudefc 
fay it has ferved thole, who are really all the people 
not making part of the fevcnty-fix reigning families 
of Berne. After all, it is not fo unnatural that 
mtn fhouW refufe to fuffer for the benefit of their 
oppreflbrs, or that they would fcek for redrcfs in 
the only way which was left them* 

Though this is a proteftant town and couhtiy, the 
people were obliged until very lately to ipay the re- 
tribution of former mafles to the baillies of diflPerenc 
governments; ' One baillic received compenfation 
for the holy oil, which was one of the perquifitcs 
of the pricft before the reformation; and an oM 
lady to whom a church property devolved, received 
every year a certain quantity of cora for feeding the 
afs, which carried the clergyman to fay prayers two 

hundred 



THROUGH SWrSSERLAND. 193 

hundred years before. Where there had been a 
bifliop or an abbot previous to the reformation, 
there was a baillie or a lay impropriecor after it. 
Thefe reformers could not be accufcd of overturning 
every thing. 

Notwithftanding, however, every 'abufe in the 
government of Bcrney the poor enjoyed here, as in 
' all other parts of Swiflerland, many comforts. 
This was owing to the tenures of their properties 
t>^ng of the fame nature, and to the frugality of 
rb^ government, which did not encumber them with 
ta3ces, The fovcreign families had fo many lucra- 
tive places in the government of bailiwicks, in the 
adminiftration of jufticc, and in the military both, 
at home and abroad, that they were not forced to 
plunder their fubyefts by a multiplicity of impofts. 
The long peace in which they lived, exempted them 
alfo from heavy expcnces, and from the ncceffity of 
incurring debts. ' 



'O 



GENEVA. 

I fauntercd along for two days between Laufanne 
^nd this town, being in no hurry to abandon the 
charming borders pf the lake, or to pafs without 
examination through Morgcs, Rollc, Nyon, an^ 
Cappet, A fpot of ancient France intervenes be- 
fore you enter the former territory of Geneva; but 
without being (hewn the boundary, you could dif- 
O tinguifh 
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tihguifli what was once a free country, by the fupc- 
rior ftatc of improvement and opulence that per- 
vades the domain of the little republic. The mul- 
tiplicity of country villas, the air of ncatnefs and 
cafe, the number of carriages and the buftle of 
bufmefs arc the remaining monuments of a prior 
date of independence and freedom* To thefc it is 
owing, that a little town at the foot of the Alps 
has been able to make a more difHnguiflircd figure 
in every thing which is moft honourable to marty 
than the greater part of the provincial capitals of a 
great empire. They defervcd their happinclk 
Here the citizens were educated together, and well 
educated. Sobriety and good example diftinguiihed 
them at home> aftivity and public fpirit prcvaikd 
abroad. How many^ cmment men has Geneva not 
produced for the advantage of letters, and notwith- 
ftanjding fome unfortunate events, hdw many patriotic 
fpirits do honour to their litde country ! On every 
fide, as far as the lands of the republic extended, 
they are h full as to fcem to have been infufficicnt 
'for realizing the fruits of her ifiduftry. With her 
independence however is fled a great deal of her 
happincfs; and many of her fons who loath a fubju- ■ 
gated foil, lament that there is no where in Europe aa 
afyltim for freemen. Several of the Genevefe went 
to Swiflcrland after the union; but they were met 
there by the fame power which deprived them of 
their own country. There were individuals, it is 
true, who called for an incorporating umon with 

the 
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the great nation, and argued that it was better to 
form an integral part of the greeted empire in the 
world, than to be a Ifttle fprry republic. Thefc 
men have but few partifans, and are univerfally ac- 
cufcd of having been bribed into the opinion. 

I had one day the pleafurc of meeting here an old 
acquaintance from Ireland. He had been at 
Geneva in better times, and gready lamented its 
fallen condition. Nevcrthelefs this gentleman was 
a fupporter of the union of his own country with 
another great nation. When I parodied his own 
arguments, and urged that Geneva was too weak to 
defend itfclf, hc^ replied that a country almoft 
always involves itfelf in war, when this occurs by 
wanton aggrcffions of its own, and that war is con- 
ftquendy an avoidable eviL That in point of fad, 
Geneva exiftedas an independent ftatc for two 
hundred and fcventy-four years'; and had often de- 
fended itfclf by its valour and its alliances. I fpokc 
of * the advantages of its commerce with the bed 
market in the world; but I was anfwered that it had 
commerce already, which until the union no foreign 
power could fhackle. And as to the advantage of 
having a reprcfentadve in the wifeft and freed aflem- 
bly on earth, I. could not urge this argument with 
fufficient gravity of 'countenance. But there re- 
mained the great benefit of the extln^ion of Ac- 
tions. To which my ingenious adverfary replied, . 
that the fame hand which heretofore had blown the 
z coals. 
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eoals, would perhaps, lay on the extmguiflicr, until 
it (hould be' again expedient to cxqitc a flame. 

I did not indeed ferioufly defend that which fo 
many perfons had told me was the refult of bribery 
and force. I did not like any more than my friend 
the cxtinftion of an independent and illuftrious 
lirtle (late. I faw that it had made the people 
unhappy y that they looked on themfelves as having 
loft their country, becaufe.they had loft the indivi- 
duality of political cxiftence which made them a 
nation. They were juftly attached to that condition 
which they had fo much diftinguiftied, and would in- 
finitely rather remain as they were, than become 
unnoticed particles of the proudeft empire: juft as 
a man of independent mind would prefer living in 
a cottage where he was his own mafter, to lodging 
in a palace in which he was at the difpofal of 
another. But fo inconfequent is Jbuman reafon when 
prejudices interfere, that the fame arguments which 
appeared fo valid to my opponent when applied to 
the independence of a diminutive ftate, were power- 
left in a cafe where they were ft ridly arguments a 
fortiori. Our differing on a variety of fubjcfts did 
not make us lefs defirous of each others company : 
'we had each too' high a fcnfe of juftice, to think of 
invading fo facrcd a right as that of opinion, and this 
. conviction made us tokrant almoft to indifFcrcncc. 
There was however intercft enough in dur difcuf- 
fions, to make me always rccolledt with plcafure the 
^ - walks 
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walks we took together on the banks of the Rhone 
and the Arue, and by the borders of the lake of Ge- 
neva. Though dircding his courfc to Italy, he put 
off bis journey, to go firft with me to the Glaciers 
of Savoy ; and this circumftance gave to the latter, 
part of my walk a, charm of which I had greatly felt 
the want in my previous ramble. He agreed to 
my terms, which were^ that be muft walk ; but he 
would indulge himfcff in the luxury of a fer^ant to 
carry his ncceffarics. Of thofc he had certainly 
njore than he could put in his pockets. 

We purfued the high road to Bonneville, and left 
Mont Saleue on our right. I had been already at * 
the top of this mountain, whence there is a moft 
magnificent view of the greater part of the lake, of 
the whole Pays de Vaud, of the Jura mountains, of the 
plain in which is fituatcd Geneva, the ferpentine 
courfe of the Arye, the towering fummit of Mont- 
3lanc, and his fubjcd Glaciers. Bonneville is a 
neat village, and manufadlures watches. Mont 
Brifon, which is oppofite feems to a ftranger to be 
higher than the mole, and will teach him how much 
an unexperienced eye is deceived in heights by the 
form of the objefts. The valley pf the Arue is 
• formed in this place of a kind of grey foil, that is 
exceedingly fertile, every fpot is turned to profit, 
and the number of perfons it maintaimis the beft 
» proof of its produdtivenefs. It becomes very nar- 
row a fmail diftance before Clufe -, but all the way 

without 
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without any perceptible difference of level i the road 
alfo is very good, and die cottages charmingly (hcl- 
te red with' chefnut and other fruit-trees, that ferve 
the double purpofc of giving food and fliade. Wc 
flept at Clufc. The fingular s^pofition of this little 
place has been noticed by every traveller. The 
valley forms a (harp angle at each end of the town, 
fo that a perfon who is in it fees no exit. Qn either 
fide is an immenfe height of threatening rocks, with 
fome forcft trees growing from their crevices, and 
fome mofs and tufts of wild grafs here and there to 
diverfify the aridity of the mountain. But where 
there is a (ufficient platform, or inclination enough 
to receive a little earth, you find a fmall garden well 
flocked with pot-herbs and vegetables. On other 
parts of the mountains which form this valley, there 
is made an agreeable wine, that fparklcs, and taftcs 
fomcwhat like champagne. 

Litde as we faw of land that could be cultivated, 
we found no fcarcity of any thiog at the inn j but 
our entertainment here coft nearly double what it 
would in Swiflcrland. The landlady told us that 
her vintage had failed this year, and that (he mufl: 
make fomcthing by the travellers who vifitpd Cha- 
mouni. 

In the laft war the Picdmontcfc army had a bat- 
talion or two at Clufc with two pieces of cannon. 

Ncyerthelcfs 
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Ncvcrthclefs the French took this very ftrong 
poft. As ufual with them they threatened the enemy 
in front, they threw away a great many cannon, (hots 
that could do no injury, and fome fhells that were 
equally harmlefsj but while they by thefc means 
engaged the attention of the advcrfe party, they 
clambered through the mod difficult and fequcftfered 
paffages of the mountains, until, with exceflive fa- 
tigue, but without the lofs of a man, they got in the 
rear of thcPicdmontcfe, and forced them to fur- 
render* 

Fifty paces from the inn we turned round the 
point of a rock, and found ourfelvcs once more on 
the bank of the Aruti and on an excellent road. 
The valley becomes here much more fingular than 
we bad yet found it. It is a ftupendous chafm, at 
the bottom of which is a fine river winding through 
a Uttle flat of great fertility and induftrious cukiva- 
tion. The breadth , changes- without being any 
where very broad: the perpendicularity of the 
mountains varies without their being any where 
much reclined/ In moft parts they are quite fteep, 
and in all they are immenfely high. The fummits 
differ as well by their Ihapes, as by their coverings 
Some carry a load of foreft, others are cloathcd with 
corn fields. Here arc^ chalets fo near the precipice, 
that you recoil, as if the inhabitants mull Aide into 
the gulphi and there an aipiring pe^k of naked 

rock 
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rock fhews by the (hivered fragments at its bafe 
how o- en ithab encountered the fhock of the thun- 
derbolt. 

At Balmc we (lopped to enquire for a perfon 
who Chould conduft us to the famous grotto, of 
which fuch a pompous defcription is given by Mr. 
Bourit. We employed Francis Jofeph Crofct, a 
ftrong bodied, civil and attentive guide. W'eafcend- 
cd for more than an hour with fufEcient facility, but 
the reft of the way was not only very laborious, it 
was affo extremely dangerons. In fcveral places 
we had not above the breadth of eight inches on 
which to lay our feet. For nearly twelve feet wc 
had barely fpac;e to receive pur toes, and wc could 
finilh our journey only by afcending a ladder. I was 
often tempted to relinquifh the expedition, but the 
Ihame of not doing what had been done by others, 
urged me on, and my companion would not retreat, 
while he faw me before him. At laft we happily 
got into the aerial cavern, the mputh of which is 
feven hundred 'feet higher than the bed of the Arue. 
Our guide had lights for each, and with thofe in our 
hands we let forward to furvcy the wonders .of a 
fairy palace. Such we were taught to expeA that 
we fhould find it 5 but the good people had fome 
malice to us, for they concealed from our eyes the 
brilliant exhibitions with which they dazzled the op- 
tics of Mr. Bourit. Not even a ftalaftite could wc 

fee 
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ice of the Icaft beauty or brilliancy, and as for thofe 
little icicles which fomctimes gem the wallof a 
grotto, the fummer was much too hot and dry to 
- fuffcr any of them to form at that time. This ca- 
vern branches like others of the kind into feveral 
chambers, it has nearly in the centre a deep hole, 
and farther on a well of very fine water. Our guide 
handed us a glafs of it j but my companion's fer- 
vant, who thought the leaft he could get after his fa- 
tigue was a good drink, returned the glafs with 
fcorn, cryihg out, ce tfeft que de feau. We went on 
sis far as any other mortal feet had trodden, until wc 
' came at length to a little pool as black as Styx : here 
were the ultimate limits of this dreary region~ic 
was neceflary to retrace our fteps, but with us the 
moft arduous labour was to defccnd. Before we left 
this height which we had gained with fo much 
trouble, we (topped fome time at the mouth of the 
cavern to examine our pofitioh. What was below 
us of the fide of the mountain difappcared, and we 
faw the valley as from the window of a fteeple^ 
The clouds floated confiderably beneath us, fimi- 
lar to a great river which filled its banks. The op- . 
pofite mountain had lefs rapid acclivities,' and exhi- 
bited ftages of cultivation and pafture. After a 
little while, the fun darting into this mafs of vapour,^ 
opened tkic nebulous covering* that hid the bottom, 
and brightened it through all its extent. Such a^ 
fccne might have fuggefted the fublimc image of 

Neptune 
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Neptune laying open a paffage to the infernal regi- 
ons, and admitting the light of hcavert into thcfc 
dark abodes. The fituation recalled, at Icaft, that 
noble dcfcription to my mind. 

Tttteti ttyx^^tn^n Tlovti^etoif tvofrt^B-dif 

The reft of our way was only more fafe, but 
more pleafing. Half-an- hour's walk beyond Mag- 
Ian is' a beautiful waterfall, it is quite perpendicu- 
lar, and the fall eight hundred feet; however,/ 
the quantity of water was fo trifling, that it reach- 
ed the ground like a thin^ (howcr. But we fan- 
cied what it muft be in a wet feafon, and prbbably 

fornaed 

* Th* infernal monarch reared hisf- hoary head, 
Xeap"d from his throne, left Neptune's arm fliould lay 
His dark dominions open' to the day, 
An'd pour in light on Pluto's drear abodes. 

P0PE»^ 

Bqileau's tranflation is ftill more poetical, with the 
exception of the fecondand third lines. 

L'enfer s'emeut au bruit de Neptune en furie, 
Pluton fort de fon trone, il palit, il s'ecrie i 
II a peur que ce D leu dans cet afFreux fejour 
P'Un coup de fon trident ne fafle entrer le jour 
Et par le centre ouvert de la terre ebranle 
Ne fafTe voir du ftyx la vive delolce, &c. 
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formed to ourfclvcs an image as grand as the reality. 
The pi^lurefquc form of thc^c mountains, the con- 
ftant variation of hues, the fucceflive darkening and 
illumination of objcds, keep the attention perpetu- 
ally' watchful, and always give it fomething new to 
contemplate, or to cxpeft. Near the hotel du Mont 
Blanc we had a good view of the domcy z glacier in 
front of Mont Blanc, and next in height to the 
grand monarch of the Alps. Th^ hotel is at the 
fbot of the bridge of Salenche, the accommodation 
is good, and flopping there inftead of Salenche 
Ihortens the roadt f 

The next moft interefting fcenery is the fall of 
the Arue, not that the fall* is in itfclf confiderablc, 
but becaufe'the furrounding objeds are exceedingly 
grand and various. When we were here the fun 
was near fctting, the evening was calm, the heavens 
clear The whole weftern Iky was fiulhed with a 
vivid crimfon, which tinged the higheft fummits in 
a mild rofe- coloured refleftion, that furmOunted with 
a kind of glory the dufky fides of the mountains. 
The noife of the foaming torrent at our feet, greatly 
added TO the enchantment of the fpot.* Our looks 
were fo irrefiftibly drawn to the contemplation of 
thefe more elevated objc6ts, that the place where wc 
ftpodwas imm<?rfcd in darknefs before we could pre- 
vail on ourfelves to proceed, We^came next into a 
dark glen, and travelled for feme time in a fort,of 
defile. At length there opened before us a little 

plaia 
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plain mofl unexpcflcdly placed in the midft of thcfc 
mountains. . Wc travcrfed fome fields which feemed 
to be well laid down, and pafled through a populous 
village before we got to the inn of Servos. Here 
we found a good fire and a good fupper 5 but unfor- 
jtunately for us an Englilh lord and his family had 
dihed there the fame day, and we were made to pay 
a VAngloifCi as if we had been part of the company, 

. In the morning wc had an 6pportunity of ex- 
amining this place, which is particularly interefting 
to a minerajogift. A mine in its neighbourhood 
was worked until very lately, and many curious fpe- 
Gimens are colleded^in its environs. The moun- 
tains with all their immenfe height are fchiftous. 
Here is the beft ftagc for thofe who wifh to examine 
; the glacier of Buet. A monument fet up a fliort 
titne ago will remind them of .the precautions to be 
taken in fuch an expeclition. The monument is per- 
haps very ufeful for this purpofe, at the fame time 
that it commemorates the unfortunate death of a 
young German, whom his ardour for fcience carried 
to vifit the glacier of Buet, and who perifhed there 
the viftim of incautioufnefs. All this was not enough i 
Jt isalfo made to bear the legend of Bonaparte, 
Cambaceres and Lebrun, confuls, &c. 

For us, inftead of continuing our route by the 
valley, we preferred afcending Mont Breven, and 
coming down oppoficc the priory. Wc fct ofF at 

eight' 
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eight o'clockin the morning, and began immediately 
to mount. We took with us a Chamois hunter 
who was well acquainted with the country, and led 
us by eafy paths. What is Angularly intercfting in 

' this kind of journey, is the rapidity with which you 
pafs through regions of fuch difFer-eftt vegetation. 
They are like the climate of the fouth and north 
brought without any gradation into contad. la 
our progrcfs we met feveral mules carrying down 
the rich cheefes of the upper country. About 
eleven o'clock we arrived there ourfelves, and re- 
frelhed in one of thofc huts whcfe they make 
cheefe. There was nothing coftly there except the 
produce of the dairy ; but that was of the moft ex- 
cellent quality. , At twelve o'clock we reached the 
Aiguillette, and the country of the Marmottes. 
We were not fo lucky as to fee any of them, but 

. were forced to content ourfelves with examining 
their burrows. From the Aiguillette I would re- 
commend to others to take a circuit to the right, 
when they mean to afcend to the fiimmit of tl>c 
Brcven, as they will in this way get round the head 
of the ravines. Wc to our coft went ftraight 
forvyard. Our next halt Y^^as near two kkcs, that 
are elevated more than three thoufand feet above 
the valley of Chamouni. To me they afforded re- 
frefhment and plcafure, and an opportunity of inv/i- 
gorating myfelf in the water, while my Ihir^ was 
drying in the fun. The reft of the afcent is very 
fteep over (battered fragments of granite and Ihorl. 

But 
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But thcfc pieces afFora fo many places for refting 
the feet, and catching with the hands, that our 
climbing was thereby very much facilitated. After 
fome painful efforts, we reached at laft the fummit 
of Mont Breven. By this tifpe my companion 
and his fervant were fo thuch exhaufted, that for a 
while I could only attend to them. We had with us 
fome brahdy, which our guide condemned as vcrjr 
injurious on the high mountains — he would fcarccly 
tafte it. By good luck we found fno'w in a hollow 
fome hundred feet below us, and by diflblving it in 
the glafs with the heat of our hands, we made a 
drink for our companions, which with a little reft 
rcftored their ftrength and fpirits. . 

I had read of the light ahd airy feel, and the 
fcrenity of mind which travellers fay they„expc- 
xiencecl in the higher regions of the atmofpherc : 
for myfelf, I only experienced the exhilaration 
attendant on gaining my objedl, and beholding the 
fublimity of the views around me ; all which would 
have given me equal pleafure below the clouds. I 
found myfelf indeed more adventurous, but that was 
bccaufc I had formed a familiarity with thefc 
dangers, which I had fully determined to furmount. 
Wc were now four thoufand feven hundred and 
thirty-four feet (French meafure) above the priory 
of Chamouni, within a few paces of the edge 
of the rock where it faces the valley as perpendicular 
as a wall All I had ever fcen of grandeur is trivial 

to 
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to what prefcnts itfclf here. Mont Blant rifcs on 
the other fide in tranfccndcnt magnificence, where 
every objeft of comparifon is itfelf fublime. It throws 
one root into the valley by the glacier de Boflbns, 
and from that to the top the eye travels over an un- 
interrupted expanfc of eternal fnow. The other gla-* 
ciers of des Bois, Talefre, Argentiere, Tour, dc- 
fcend at diftant intervals through the forefts of pine 
that line the fide of the valley. This appears be- 
neath gay with the fofteft verdure, rich in abundant 
Jiarvefts, and ftudded over with numerous habitations. 
The line of pointed rocks called Needles which ftretcb 
eaft'from Mont Blanc fcparate the glaciers and give 
them their diredion. Thcfc ftcrilc fummits proudly* 
rife above the habitable world 5 yet the Aiguille de Drue 
Jthc highcftof them is four thoufand feet lower than 
the top of Mont Blana The height of this above the 
; level of the Mediterranean, is fourteen thoufand 
five hundred and thirty- fix feet (French meafure.) 
At half paft three o'clock, on the thirtieth of Sep- 
tcmber, a Fahrenheit thermometer we had with us 
flood at fixty-four on the top of Mont Brevcn. 
The weather was not only comfortably warm, but 
the air remarkably clear, fo that we could plainly 
fee the country we had traverfcd, overlook the 
Faufligni, diftinguifh the level in which is fituated 
Geneva with its beautiful lake, and difcern with ea(c 
the Jura mountains. 



At 
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At four o'clock wc began to defccnd by a paflsgc 
called the Chimney. It is a gulley through which 
we made our way very well fitting down, by ftcady- 
ing our dcfcent with our feet againft the fides, and 
moving ourfelves forward with our hands. At the 
end of the gulley there is a perpendicular dcfcent 
pf ten or twelve; feet, down which the guide let 
hifliielf Aide, to receive us on the palms of his 
bands. After defccnding thus far, wc faw immcnfc 
ruins that are often detached artd broken by the froft. 
The flrata of the rock are perpendicular. Water 
infinuatcs itfelf between them in the courfc of time, 
and burfts them in winter with an explofion fimilar 
to the blading of gunpowder. The- reft of the 
way ofFcrs no unufual difficulty, and the Journey is 
fliortcned an hour by coming through the Chimney. 
In three hours from leaving the fummit of the 
mountain, wc arrived at the priory of Chamouni, 
We had however great reafon to be fatisfied that we 
afcendcd Mont Brcvcn from the fide of Cervos, 
as it is incomparably eafier than the ,way we came 
dowta. At the hotel <J'Angleterre we found very 
good accommodation, after the toils of a fatiguing 
but delightful day. 

The vale of Chamouni is about five leagues in 
length. It varies in breadth from a league to a 
quarter of a league. It is very populous and well 
cultivated i the inhabitants grow very good flax, 
and more of it than anfwcrs domeftic purpofcs. 

They 
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They alfo rear a great quantity of bees j their honey 
dcfcrvcs its high reputation, for pure whitencfs and 
exquifitc flavour. The people fcem to live in great 
comfort. They are owners of their valley, they 
pay no rent, but cuUivatc for themfelves. They 
redeemed for a fum of money the feudal taxes 
which they paid the monks^ who werfc their land- 
lords heretofore. The only fubjeft of regret with 
them is, that they had not waited for the revo- 
lution; but how could folks like them forefce itl 
My companion had a long converfation with the 
two Albinos who exhibited themfelves fome yeiara 
fince through Europe* They now live at home on 
a large fortune of fix or feven hundred pounds, 
which they made by their travels. 

Our next journey was to Montanvert^ elevated 
two thoufand five hundred and fixty-eight feet 
(French meafure) above the valley, on the oppofite 
fide to Mount Breven. Midway is a fpring of fine 
water, at a place called Caillet. It is ufual to (iop 
here and take fome refreftiment. They who can- 
not content themfelves with water, fhouki take up 
wine, for fpirits do not refrelh or recruit the ftrength. 
In our way from this to the top, we fluflied feveral 
wild pheafants, which, the guide told me, there 
would be no difficulty in getting permiflion to (hoot. 
At the top of Montanvert there has been built a 
' very good room, where a perifon may pafs the 
night, if he wilhes to have the whole day for tra- 

P veiling 
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veiling ort the valley of ice. Thi region in which 
even pines will grow, is left confideraWy below; 
but there is ncverthelefs fomc verdure, to which 
cattle are conduced in fummer. The appearance is 
certainly grand as wcB as fingular, though hot at all 
fo aftoniftiing as Mr. Bourit leads .us to expefl:. Th^ 
fobercr account of SaufTure is far prcfcraWe. To 
the right is a dark and craggy height of mountaifH 
called Charmz. This, forms one fide of the valley 
of ice. On the other fide are the r^eedles of La 
Tourche and Dru. What is difcoverablc of the 
valley from the houfc, is two leagues in length, bf 
half a league in breadth. At the other end it divides 
into two branches, one of which goes to the vallcjr 
of Aofla, and is called the Glacierre of Lechaud. 
It was formerly a way into Italy, but is now impaf- 
fable. The other, or the Tacul, runs ftraight to the 
lide of Mount Blanc. At this fork, I can concicivk 
the view to be equal to all that is faid of it ; but as 
ii/c b^d not refted above over night, . there was not 
^ tittle to reach that point and return, which exclu- 
iively of all the hazards of the enterprize, made us 
content Ourfclves with a fhortcr ekcurfion on thfe 
ice. You defcend towards a large flat ftonc called 
La pierrc dcs Anglois^ from meflrs. Pocock and 
Windham, the firft modern travellers who dif-r 
coverfcd thcfe regions, to which they have fince 
difefted the attention of all the curious. The ap- 
feasance of the ice has been very happily illuftratcd 
J?yan agitated fca, the« billows of vrtiich, by fomc 

. ^ fuddca 



fudden congelation, fliould be arretted in their re- 
gularly fuccccding elevations and dcpreffions. This 
inequality alone makes walking on the ice very dif- 
ficukj but the moft formidable obftaclesconfift in 
the immenfc fiffures which traverfc it. They are 
all full of water below, and as far as I couW judge 
at the fame level, which makes it probable thait this 
prodigious mafs of ice partly refts on a lake, at the 
fame time that it is alfo wedged betweeij fomc of the 
moft ftupendous embankments in the world* The 
colour of the lower part of the ice in thefc fiflures 
is- a light 6pphire. 

There is another path from the valley of ice, to 
the fourcc of the Arveyron. It is a great deal 
Itiore ftcep thart that by which we came j but it is 
different, and we wiDhed to fee the moft we could. 
After two hours rapid defcent, you arrive at where 
the Arveyron gUfties from its Angular fountain. It 
Confifts of a huge accumulation of frozen Ihow, 
which you may fuppofe to have been, in its origin, 
an enormous tiValanche. In its bed are large ifolated 
maflcs of granite, which feem to have been de- 
tached from the nucleus of the primitive mountain, 
and give a great idea of the power which tore them 
off, and hurried them along. The water ruflies 
with great force from the bottom of the ice, which 
it diffolvcs in fuch a manner, as to form a femicir- 
cular compafe. It is dangerous to advance too 
much within this hollow, as frozen' maflcs -frequently 
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detach thertifclvcs from above, which roll along Eke 
rocks. Fatal accidents that have happened front 
this caufe, are ftill recent, and recorded by travellers 
as well as detailed by the guides. The water comes 
out here of that dirty white colour, which it prc^ 
fcrves through all its courfe. It is nevcrthelefs 
wholefome, and preferred by th^ natives to limpid 
ftrcams and fprings that iffuc from fome of the 
other mountains. The next great fouree of the 
Arve, IS the glacier of Argentierre. The dif- 
folved fnow of thefc glaciers is the water ufed 
throughout the valley. Neverthelcfs gauitres arc 
not prevalent here, which negatives one of the fup- 
pofcrd caufes of tha^ difeafe. 

The fouree of the Arvcyron is an object whicft 
all ftraflgcrs go to vifit. We were told at the hotel, 
that an Englilh lord and his family, who left Cha- 
fnouni two days before our arrival, came fcveral 
hundred leagues to look up the glacier de Roflbns, 
go in their ^^^r^^^«* to the fouree o(^ the Arveyron,, 
and then return home againr Neverthelcfs, I da 
not think rhcir trouble thrown away, though they 
faw no more. It is a fcene of which nothing clfc 
can give an adequate idea : immcnfe magnitude is. 
its chara;<Sbf r, and unJefs for a pcrfon who has- fcen 
the other ftupendous mountains of Swiffcrlandy 
objeds of comparifo^ are wanting. Contraft can- 
not 

* A fort of carriage drawn by mules* 
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not be any where more compleat in iK cffeft, nor 
more grand in its nature* Eternal fnow defcends 
into the moft genial valley. By the fide of a 
luxuriant harvcft, there is the climate where vegeta- 
tion can never developc itfclf j winter without its 
monotony is feen on a fcale of the utmoft ampli- 
tude ; and it is not the imagination/ but the eye that 
paflcs in one glance from the juvcnefeencc to the de- 
crepitude of the world. The glaciers having pafled 
the region in which they were firft formed, fubfifl: 
now in confequcnce of their mafs^ in an atmofphere 
that is not heated long enough to diflblve them. 
The firft encroachment, even in this cafe, has facili* 
tatcd every other; and we lament the prolpeft 
there is, that Chamouni itfclf may ofte day be a fea 
of ice. The glaciers have unqucftionably en- 
croached on the valleys. In the parifli of Grindel-* 
. wald may be ftili feen the ftecple of a hermitage 
that ftood in the defile which led into the Valais, but 
which is now filled with ice. Several glaciers bear 
the names of the pafturages which they invadedj^ 
while tradition is unifortn with refpctSl to their fate 
and that of others. The naturalift however is con-» 
ib}ed, who carries his refearches beyond this frozen 
covering, that looks like the flvoud of nature. 
Beneath it are formed thofe inexhauftiblc refervoirs 
that difFufc fecundity, and entertain life. He cannot 
behold the^ without thinking of the mighty rivers 
which they feed, of the regions they fertilize, of the 
WtercQurfe they facilitatei of corjimercc happincfs^ 

and 
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and civUization. The fterilc heights that collet 
thc/nows, and beget the glaciers, alfo difpcnfc the 
clouds, direft the winds, and diftribute them in a 
ufeful diverfuy, inftead of their circulating in one 
dircftion for ever. 

« If wc confider thefe mountains with regard to 
their conftitucnt parts, they are an immoveable 
chain of fimple rock, which has withftood all the 
revolutions of che earth. Its fortuitous and tumuU 
tuary aggregations, its flow colledionSi the fecon- 
^ary mouncains themfclves, children of the mighty 
throes of ^nature, this primitive chain has outlived ' 
them all. It fccretes-in its bofom the virgin fo<fil' 
coeval with icfelf, and the cryftal faithful companioa' 
of the glaciers. At its feet only is to be found the* 
calcareous and argillaceous covering which contains 
the wreck of beings that have lived on the furfacc 
of the e^rth, or in the abyfs of the fcas, and* the* 
condition of vyfhofc ftrata attc<jts the lapfc of ages; 

«* If we confider thcfc njount^ns with regard to* 
their height, other phenomena prcfent themfclvcs. 
Thirty toifcs of elevation are equal to a degree of 
removal from the equator; and the fame variations 
which local cifcumftances, fuch as the vicinity or 
diftance of the fca, the s extent 'or deficiency of 
forefts, produce in the temperature of countries, 
when we gradually approach the pole, are found 
berc in fucceflively tfavc^fing the climates of the 

fame 



THROUGH SWI5StJH.AND. 215 

fame mountain. What variations from the wgula? 
decrements of heait are produced in this cafe by the 
difference of cxpofure, the refleftion of Deighbour- 
ing furfaces, and the diftancc of the ice. In pro- 
portion to our afcent, thefe V9riatk>n3 are continually 
kfieningyv as they are found to diqotniSi in approach-* 
ing CO the pole. At one thoufand two hundred^ or . 
one thoufand three hundred toifes of elevation, you 
are at the eightieth degree of latitude, and infl 
journey of ibme hours, you have experienced the 
influence of all the fealons^ feen the produiffcions of 
aii dimates, run over the fcale of vegetation, com-^ 
pared the birds of Italy with thofe of the lakes and 
condnents of the north. Mr. Sprunglein, a naoi- 
ralift of Serne, has formed a coUeftion of the bit^s 
of the Alps, confifting of five hundred fpecics. 
There may be feen in it the ipecies peculiar to ev^ry 
dimatc from the fouth of Italy to the north of 
America. You have gone beyond the habitable 
zone. In feventy-five degrees of latitude, yba 
meet with vaft forcfts ; at one thoufand one hundred 
toifes of elevation the Alps arc bare. Here the 
cold is accomp^ied with a fhortening of the colutnn 
of air: there the cold is maintained by the OiWi- 
quity of the rays of the fun j and it ftems as if 
vegetable life was fooner affe<5led by the firft t>f 
thofe circumftances. The upper region of ^ the 
Alps would be the mcA dreadful, if a I]{y of admi- 
j^ble ferenity, and if the pureft fplendor of the 
fun were not found there, icfte^^ of the eternal fcjg 

that 
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that envelopes the polar continent, and that fickljr 
glimmer which lights its dreary frofts/' Note of 
Mr. Ramond. 

On looking back on the fublime objeds which 
this journey, or any other, has offered to my obfcr- 
vation, what 1 am moft delighted to have fcen is 
Chamouni. I only regret that I had not the firft 
view of Mont Blanc from the Col de Balm ; be- 
caufc it is not fecn from this road, until the glaciers, 
the valley, ^nd it, burft together on the figbc 
The whole is then fuch a pidure, as one muft have 
feen to be able to conceive. The valley is three 
hundred and forty toifes higher than the lake of 
Geneva, and five hundred and twenty-eight higher 
than the furface pf the Mediterranean. 

If a perfon were at Vevey, I would recommend 
to him to go to Martigni, whence he can make an 
cxcurfion up the great St. Bernard, and afterward 
enter Chamouni by the Col de Balm. From Ge- 
neva, he might afterward go by the fhorc to 
Laufanne, and vifit the interior of the Pays-de- 
Vaud, \ 

' The lower Valais, in what depends on richnefs of 
foil and cultivation, is the fineft vale I have feen. 
The mountains too are more in diftinft maflcs, and 
do not {o much form a continued wall as in the 
valley of the Aryc. Between thcfe mafljfs, which 

arc 
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are fomctimcs parallel, fometimcs irregular and 
brbk^n, the ever varying efFeft of light and fhadc 
conftantly multiplies the points of view. Between 
Martigni and St. N^auricc, is the bcauriful water- 
fell of Pifle-Vache, nearly three hundred feet high, 
according to Saujfure. The ftream that falls here 
is large, and its fouth- calmer n expoftirc embellilhcs 
it with a rainbow during th^ fore part of the day. 
The fides of the mountain, cfpecially where they 
face the north, arc fchiftous, the traces of thek 
decay and fall are numerous, but from their decom- 
pofidon and fpoils, arife fertility, riches and new life ; 
thus obeying the general law of nature^ which 
makes the dread occurrence of diffolutioq but 9^ 
varied form of exiftencc. 

The bridge of St. Maurice is faid to be a work 
of the Romans. It embraces the Rhone with one 
arch. The Valais is fo ""narrow at this place, that 
^the fmall town of St. Maurice fills it ^omipletely, 
A fingle g^te fhuts its entrance. 

Within a fmall league of St. Gingou, from a fine 
chefnut-grove, is one of the very beft views of the 
lake of Geneva. Aigle is a little to the right of the 
pofition. Villeneuve and Cfullon are in front, 
Vcvey is fomewhat to the left, and to the weftward 
is a noble expanfc of water that looks like an arm 
of the fca, St. Gingou is ftill as wretched a place 
^s it was when Co)^ travelled through it; but when 

be 
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he afcribes die difitrence between the condition of 
the PayS'de*Vaud and Chablais to the ftace i^ 
Kbeny, he was, I ,think,' miftakcn. The difFerenc^e 
was owing to the ftatc of property and the w^eight 
of taxes operating together. Evian is a handicoxie 
town moft agreeably fituated. Near itisaqhajy^ 
beate fpring, which was formerly much frequented 
by the Sardinian court, and then by other company. 
When I taftcd the water, it was only flightly iaiprcg- 
mttd with iron or carbonic acid j but as there is a 
frequent coincidence between the ftate of fuck 
waoers and the condition of the atmofphcre, I will 
BOt pronoance that this Spa is. always fo weak as I 
foood tu They dill talk here with adthiradon of 
the expcnfivcnefs of lord Bcckford, and of the 
fumptuous entertainments, he gave the court. To 
get the title of lord in this country, vnmid not coil' 
near as much as the fees of the patent amount to ifl 
England. It was very moderate in a man of Mr. 
ip^ekfofd's fortune, not to hint that the tide of duke 
would l^e n)ore agreeable to him. 

Thonon is an ugly old town, yet it has an air 
of bufinefe. Between it and Rolle is the greateft 
breadth oC the lake. The road begins here to re- 
c:ede from that beautiful objeft, but it leads through 
f fich well cultivated country. The French revo* 
|utian has greatly benefited the pcafantry of Savoy. 
They have become proprietors of the efbtes of the 
ei^igrant ftigneurs, which they now cultivate for 

thcmfclyc^l 
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themfdvcs j and it fccms this part of the rcyc^ution 
will not, or cannot be changed. It is impoQible 
that civil revolutions can do with Undcd property 
any thing more than to make it change hands. At 
prclent that is grafpcd by a thpufand^ which before ' 
was held by two. 

I was long of opinior^ that the ftajc of landedl 
tenures influenced the happincfs of the mals of the 
people, more perhaps than all other circumftanccs 
together which apply to their condition. This 
opinion was confirmed bj^what I faw of Swiflcrland 
and Savoy; It is proper however to acknowledge 
that 1 preyioufly entertained it. The inclination of 
a tnan's mind fo often faUifiesi his judgment, that he 
would do well to ilace his biafs who difcuilfes any in^ 
tereft^ which aflfed the wellfare of others. The 
t^ymiffe in giving the refult of their cxperimcnts|, 
are careful to fet down «the temperature and weight 
of the atmolphcre in which they were performed. 
By the(e means data are furniflicd to th'ofc who re- 
peat the experiments in another fituation, for making 
allowance for their difFcrence&, or detefting their 
fallacy. Confidence grows out of the fairnefe of 
ibch difcuffions^ and the truth which they have ' 
elicited, ii readiljr embraced. If the conviftion of 
a perfon*s judgment be in favour of reprefcntative 
democracy^ rejefting tvery other form, but moft of 
all an oligarchy, he fliould be above difguifing this 
opinion, efpeeiall^jr when he reprcftnte.tbe operation 
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of thofc other forms ; bccaufe in argument no diA 
guifc or advantage is. allowable. Seeing how much 
the Jove of countrjK is a love of our poflcffions> he 
, may deem it advantageous under every government 
to multiply the points of attachment by augmenting 
the number of real proprietors : but he may dcenj 
it peculiarly effential in a republic, in order that, with 
greater power ix> afFedt property and order, there 
may be moft inducements to maintain them. He 
may likcwifc be a friend to the independence of 
ftates, as fal- more conducive tp the improvement 
and happinefs, and far more favourable to the liberty 
of mankind : he may confider the voracious an«i 
ncxation of neighbouring countries as a monftrouf . 
evil, introdu^aivc of defpotifm, with too muclj 
power, in the rulers ; and of dcbafcment, with the 
|ofs of national charafteiu in the people. When h? 
has declared his creed, he will lead no one intg 
«rror ; his arguments only will have weight* 

The great mafs of the people was not free in 
gwiflcrland -, yet they enjoyed comforts of condition 
that many have fuppofed to be the attendants of 
liberty. Applying to that condition the ufual 
procefe of analyfis, we find that fo general an efFcft 
could not have been caufed by political fgeedonii 
for this, where it exifted, w?is the monopoly of n 
few ; and in itfelf is not ftriftly the caufe of prof- 
perity, except in as much as it is the only fecure pro- 
t?^ion pf pcrfons and poffeCpons, That effect w^s 

JHOt 
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flot entirely produced by trade or manufafturcs, for 
it exifted where thefe had not penetrate^. It was 
fcand in the democracies of the litdc cantons, in the 
oligarchies of the great ones, and in Chamouni 
under the government of an abfolutc prince. But 
wherever it was found, there was to be feen likewrfe 
a multiplicity of fmall farms held in perpetuity by 
the ppffeflbrs. Thefe tenures have heen introduced 
into Savdy, and the proverbial poverty of the pea- 
fantry there is difappearing. When the roof that 
fhelters a man, and the field from which he cats, arc 
not at the difpofal of another, but are permanendy 
his own, he already poffcflcs great independence 
of perfon and aftions. Praftically he enjoys a . 
great (hare of freedom, who, in things fo cflentially 
connefted with human happinefs, is: his own maftch 
He improves with cheerfulnefs as far as he knows 
how, and it i? eafy to^ive him a tafte for improve- 
ment ; for when he inverts his labour or capital in 
the foil, he knows that he, his boarding for his 
children. ^ 

I rcatd in agricultural writers that a fmall former 
cainnot make the moft of land ; they recommend 
therefore to make farms large, in order to, throw 
them into the hands of the rich. Perhaps thofe 
writers are in the right when they fpeak of a farmer 
who is tenant to a fhort leafe ; as with a fliort tenure . 
It would be requifitc to have a great command o( 

labour 



labour and flock, in order to improve fuddentfj 
and draw a profit from^thc farm ere a man loft it for 
even But when the labour of nwny generations 
accumulates on a paternal fpot, grant a man intelli- 
gence, a thing but little dependent on fortune; and 
though his farm may not improve as rapidly, it will 
in the end as certainly. In the mean time what a 
fum of happinefe fprings from a fenfe of fecurity 
and independence 1 what a refult of patriotifm, the 
«ffc6t of local . attachments, early aflbciations, and 
|)crfonai importance I In taking notes of the face 
cf the country, I have been particularly attentive to 
the appearance of cultivation, on account of its con- 
nefiion with the people's condition. Without pre- 
tending to be a judge of the fubjeft, I could /^e 
that which is the boaft of ^Ughtened farmers, that 
fculmiferous and leguminous crops are taken in fuc- 
ccffion 5 that beans and turnips, ^and the drill huf- 
bandry are u(ed here as wellas in Norfolk •, and that 
as.grals farmers, tbofe little proprietors have perhaps 
no fuperiprs. The obftaclc therefore to the im- 
provement of fmall cftatcs depends lefs on their fize 
than on the nature of the tenure. Under every 
other point of view, the multiplication of perpetuities 
muft be an unrivalled benefit. The effed they pro- 
duce in Swiffcrland is, that there are po very lai^gc 
fortunes^ nor any real mendicity ; Ijttle fplendour, 
but a great deal of comfort. The true political 
barometer, the condition of the poorer citizens, 
Ctands at an eafy mediocrity* The land is well cul- 
tivated, 
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dvated, vhile every fpot th^t can be made prodtic^ 
tive is bi-oi^ht into culcivation. Black catde • are 
fed on the higbeft mountains, goats on the Alps^ 
Thefe, which do not admit of being manured, are 
ak>ne a commonage s the fields and meadov^s am 
f always divided. The taxesy until lately, were 
Hgbti and the oligarchical governments ihcmfclvei 
had, at Icaft, the merit of being fri^ai 

But could fudi a happy condition be introduced! 
where landed property has accumulated alreiidy ia 
the hands of a few ? Why not, if the cuitivatoi* 
were-to get Icafcs in perpetuity ?' It is fo in SwiflL 
crland. Here there are ncvcrthelefs country gen- 
tlemen with fair eftates; but the lands iiiftoad of 
being let every fcven years, jor every tWc©ty> or 
thirty years, were let once, and for cvef^ This 
iDode, I acknowledge, is unfavourable to the ad^ 
Vantage which landlords wifh to take of the rife srf 
land i but if^ in confequcnce of the firft contra<9i> 
they are to receive for ever the full intcrfft of their 
^ capital, IhouW not the cultivators alfo receive foT 
ever the full intercft of their capital and jabcw? 
Whatever increafc has accrued to the value of thfe^ 
land has been added by the farmer, excepting only 
the difference which arifes in theprocefs of time b^ 
tween the depreciation of the precious mecals, anffl 
the permanent value of corn, ' The Swifs gentry 
did not however lofe the benefit of the increaftd 
' valoc of land, for a great part of their rem ^con^ 

fi(Ud 
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lifted in tithes. This old mode of payment Was 
for a long time the bed they knew ; but latterly its 
ruinous confcqucnces were clearly undcrftood, and 
bccapie an univcrfal fourcc of complaint and difaffcc- 
tion. The people wiflied to redeem the tithes al- 
together, or to commute them for a fixed monicd 
rent. That which would avoid the terrible evil of a 
payment by tithes, and remove, I think, every 
fair objeftion of the landlord's againft granting per^ 
petuities, is to calculate the depreciation of gold 
and filver at certain periods, fay every fifty years, 
and to add to the rent an equivalent increafe to eon-^ 
tiiiue in force until the next eftimate^ 

I muft not omit another caufe, \«^hich without 
doubt had its due influence on the condition of the 
peafantry. That is, their univerfally poflcfling 
arms. Though they fqfFered much injuftice where 
they were fubjedls, becaufe they never underftood 
Jiow to unite for a general purpofc, yet, the rigour 
t)f government had near limits towards a brave peo- 
ple with arms in their hands : it was not expedient 
to drive fuch men to defpair. There is however 
fome exception beginning with the French revolution. 
Men who beheld- that event overthrow the mod 
.confolidatcd defpotifm who faw that neither the 
habits of centuries of fubmiffion, nor the dilciplinc 
of fervile education, nor the difplay of power 
could ftifle in the heart of man the reclamation of 
liberty, conceived enthufiaftic hopes for themfclves, 

and 
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anicl mth thcfe hopes grow ftill more impatient of* 
their condition, which they how underftood better; 
Their mafters, who comprehended fully as vvell the 
tendency of the fame event, became jealous ar4 
^jxafperated. A fmothered war took place. Accord- 
ing as the French or their ehcmifcs were fupefior, 
the partizans of liberty or dcfpotifm in SwiflTerland 
were, mutinous or oppreiTive. The horrors o( 
the French government had no admirers; but every 
eric fow'nevcrthclcfsi that the caufc of all tyrants 
and all flavcs was contefted between the allies and 
the French armies ; and that on. the fuccefs of the 
latter, depended' the very principle of free agency; 
of confequence that fenfe of common intereft which 
inade the fovereigns of Swiflefland friends to Auftria 
and England, made the fubjefts of Swiflcrland 
"Willi for the triumph of France* 

On my return to Geneva 1 learned, that the pa- 
triots had taken Berne, and that the fugitive go- 
vernment was received in Laufanne* . The Vaudefe 
alone adhered to it j but oply through fear and jea- 
loufy of Berne. A meafure well adapted to calm 
every apprehcnfion was fpcedily taken by the mem- 
bers of the former oligarahy. When they could 
no longer have exclufivc power, they had at leaft 
fufficient temper to wifti for national independence 
. and liberty, in common with all their countrymen. 
They affociated to themfelves a number of perfons 
taken from the country, and a committee of both 

Q^ publilhcd 
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publHhed the fcdlowing plan of conftitution, whtch 
was the more to be relied on that it left the free- 
dom of every canton in it3 own hands* It is dated 
the 2iftof September 1802. 

I. The cantMs (hall have a month's time to form^ 
each for kfelf its own government adapted to tcs 
ufages, its locality^ and aflual convenience. 

II. The cantons as fooji as conftiryted Ihall refptc- 
tively name deputies acquainted with the inten- 
tions of their con(lituents> and furnifhed with 
full powers to aflemble in general diet and orga- 
nize a central power t!hat may be Citable to the 
allies of Swifierland> and make the firft nomina- 
tion of this power. 

III. The central government ffiall be charged with 
external relations political and commercial^ with 
the .organization of the general military forc«, 
and the guaranty of tlie cantonal conftitution$. 

IV. If any differences ftiould arifS in a canton ref- 
peding its conftitution, the central government 
Ihall be judge. It will be (b likewifc for thofe 
thatfhould arife between canton and canton. 

V. Sufficient funds Ihall be affigned to the central 
government for its ordinary expences. 

VI. Every 
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VL Every deputy to the central government (hall be 
cndcrtinified by his canton. 

VII. The nuifnber of deputies which each canton 
names to the Central government fhall be in pro- 
portion to the population. - 

Vin. The freedom of the cities heretofore Ibvereign 
fhall be open to every inhabitant of the canton who 
poflcflhs landed property of a valub to be hereafter 
fixed, and pays a compenfation for the enjoyment 
of communal properties. The political advanta- 
ges to be acquired by the right' of cirizenfhip 
Ihall not be taxed with auy impoft whatever. 

IX. No perfon fhall be eligible to the employments 
of government in the former ariftocrarical can- 
tons who has not the right of citizenfliip. 

X. The new cantons, fuch as Thurgovia and others 
that have as yet had no conflitution, fhall be free 
to give thcmfclves one, or * to unite with other 
cantons. 

XI. The cantonal governments fhall poflefs all 
powers that have not been exprefsly delegated to 
the central government. 

The Xllth. and concluding article does not properly 

belong to the fubjcft, as it only requeft^ the good 

0^2 offices 
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offices of the French miniftcr. On the 27th (rf 
the fame month, this plan was followed by a 
proclamation of the commanding generals of the 
patriots. They addrefi themfclves particularly 
to the inhabitants of the canton of l^maa (the 
Pays-dc-Vaud). 

« We are apprized,'* fay they, that the felf-natn- 
cd Helvetic government takes the moft tyrannical 
meafurcs to ftir up the whole Pays-dc-Vaud againft 
us, ' . 

On this account we find ourfclves forced to marcTt 
i^gainft the faid government, and not to lay down 
our arms until we have difiblved and difperfed it. 

But in entering on your territory, inhabitants of 
the Pays-de-Vaud, we renew the promifes we gave 
you from Berne by pur proclamation of the 23d of 
September. 

That we are at war with the foi-di^nt government 
alone, and come amongft you but as friends : That 
we will in no rcfpeft whatever embarrafs the choice 
you (hall think proper to make of a conftitutron^ 
and that we will withdraw fo foon as, with the af- 
frilancc of God, we have fucceeded in our objcft. 

Do hot entertain any fear, do not conceive any 
'alarms public tranquillity, far from being difturbed 

■ by 
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by our prefenc^, will be re-tftabli(hed . by our 
fucccfs. 

, We give tlwj ftrideft orders tjiat the moft exaft 
<3ilcipline be obferved, that no body be molefted, and 
«very legitimate complaint that ftiall be made againft 
any of our troops will be incontinendy redrefled. 

Such, dear coi^ntrymen ! are the intentions with 
which we enter your territory. Count on our can- 
dour and our loyalty, as we do on your friendly dif- 
jpofitions, and on the divine favour, that it will make 
i, caufe fo jufl: and fo legitimate fucceed. 

D. auf der Maur^ 

E. de fVatteville. 

The proclamation of general Bonaparte from St. 
Cloud arrived fhordy after. It overwhelmed moft 
perfons at Geneva with confternation and grief. I 
can take no pleafure in tranflating fuch a piece, and 
will only give the concluding paragraph, which 1$ 
too important to be omitted, 

" It is time that ye (people of Helvetia) fliould 
<« remember that if the patriotifm and union of 
** your anceftors founded your republic, it will be 
«' infallibly betrayed by the evil fpirit of your fac- 
^* tions, if they continue. It would be painful ta 
«* thinJj: that at an epoch when feveral new republics. 

V* haytii 
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"have arifen, the' end of one of the moft mcient 
^^Jhould be marksd by fate. ^* 

The well known difpoGcion and fagacity of the 
power which overturned every flattering profpeft of 
the Swifs, afford ftrong prefumption, that, if left to 
themfclves, they would have united internal liberty 
with national independence. And as to the pretext 
for interfering to prevent their cutdng one another's 
throats, it implies a charge which is a grofs exag- 
geration. I faw the people, and I muft declare 
that there could not be more tranquillity, npr cdiom 
unanimity in the difcuffion of equal interefts. It 
would be perfedtly ludicrous to give the name of 
war to the mercenary oppoficioh of three battalions, 
compofing the government army, againft a nation 
of two millions. The additional oppofition of the 
P-ays^de-Vaud was founded in excefs of caution^ it 
was not general, and would hot have coniitinued 
but through reliance on foreign aid. Mm of 
free minds and honourable fcndment will bp apt to, 
Uinent the rcfult of all thefc tranfadtions to Swifier- 
land. But let candid men acknowledge that tjiefe 
misfortunes originated in a violation of juftice i and 
let the rulers of nation^ learn, if it be poffibk for 
them to be inftrudcd, that henceforward oppreflivc 
govexomcnK will not have the fupport'of the people. 
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ACT OF MEDIATION 

Bjftbefn^T cioNSut of tbiFre^chrripuhlie^ hiwem 
the parties which ^irwitf SwasMLAhDw 

PoNArPARTB, firft corifiil of the Fr^nob ^^publi^iL 
president; of the Uallan republic/ ^q |h^ %w^^ 

JxELVETIA, a prey, to diflcnGon3, was menaced 
with ruin: flie was not capable of rc-conftituting 
herfelf. The ancient affcftion of the French 
nation for a praife-worthy people, whom it has re- 
cently defended by its arms, and caufed by its trea- 
ties to be rccognifcd as a fovcrcign power ; the in?- 
tereft of France and of the Italian republic, the 
frontiers of which are covered by Swiflerlandj the 
rcqueft of the fcnate, that of the democraric can- 
tons, the wifli of all Helvetia*, make it our duty to 

intcrpofe 

• Th« reader will plcafe to rccoUe<fl AaJt it iat B«n?fa«e^ 
, hirofelf who fays thi$. 
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jn^erpofe pur mediation between che parties whicJi 
divide that CQuntry. The fenators Rarthelemy^ 
Rcsderevj Fouchcy and Demunier^ hayc been f barged 
by us to confer with fifty-fix deputies aflembled ia 
Paris from the Helvetic fenate; from the towns and 
the cantons. The objefts that it was neceflary to 
fubmit to examination and difcuflion were, if iSwif- 
ierland, adapted by nature to a federal government, 
could be retained under a central adminiftration 
otherwife than by force j to diftinguifh the kind of 
conllitution that was moft agreeable to to the wifti 
of each canton ; to find what is moft conformable 
to the ideas which the new cantons have of liberty 
and happinefs 5 and to reconcile in the ancient can- 
tons tjie iriftitutions confecrated by time with the 
rigiits that havcv been . reftored to the mafs of- citi- 
zens. The importance and difficulty of thefc 
objefts, have decided us, to hear ourselves, te^i 
deputies named by the two parties: to wit, ^he citi- 
zens P'/Jffry^ GluiZj Jauci):, A^pnnot^ Rainha^t^ 
Sprecher^ Stapfer^ UJleri^ W^^itevilUj and Ronfiue ; 
and we have compared the refult of thei^ ^xicu^r 
. lions as well with the difltrcnt proj<?6ts prefented bjr 
the carltonal adminiftration?, as with the refuks of 
t)\t diftufllons that have t^ken place between thefc 
deputations and the ftnators our commiflioners. 
Having thus employed every n^eans to know the 
,intereft$ and the will of the Swifs, in our quality 
of Mediator, without any view but the happinefs of 
^he people on whofe interefts we had to pronounce, 
^"" '' ' : " ' ^n4 
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lafid Without meaning to hurt the independence of 
Swiffcrland, we enact wh^t follows : 

CHAPTER THE FJRSt/ 

Art. L The canton of Appenzell is divided into 
exterior and interior Rhodes. The line of demarT- 
cation, the refpeftivc rights and independence of 
thefe two parts of the cantofi are re-cftabliOicci* 

]I. The catholic and refornfjed communions haye 
pntire liberty of worfhip in the places where they 
^rc profeflcd, 

J II. The fovereigqty of each part of the cantoa 
refides in the general aflembly of the citizens. The 
l^et ffeali determine the order of rotation with re- 
aped to the deputy given by the ftderal ad to the 
canton of AppenzclU^ 

IV. The general affembly {Landfgemsinde) of each 
part of the canton is compofed of the citizens who 
have .Jittained twenty-one years: it adopts or rejedts^ 
tjic ;^ito|e6i;s of laws that are prefentcd to it by the 
great council 

Nothifig elfe is deliberated in the general aflembly 

chat has not been fubmitted a month before iii 

, •• • '^ ■ ^ \ 

writing to the great- council, and advifcd by that 

The 
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The extraordinary general aflembfes caa delibe^ 
race only on the objcfts for which they have been 
convoked. . 

V. The landam mans, the ftadthalters, the trea- 
liiFCfrs, the bannarets, the fecretaries of ftate^ and 
Dtber chiefs of the exterior and interior Rhodes, are 
f lc£^ed 'with the fame forms, the iame rights and 
prerogatives as formerly ; they remab in office the 
fame length of time, and the fame rotation which 
cxiOied among the commanities be/ore and behind 
the Sitter, is prcferved. ^ 

VL In the exterior Rhodes, the great council, the 
little council, the double council, the particular 
councils of the communities before and behind the 
Sitter, the confiftory, the council of war; and in 
the interior Rhodes^ or the catholic part, the great 
councjl, tlie little council, the reinforced litde council 
prefervc their former funftions, the fame organiza- 
tion, and the fame mode of eledion, 

VII. There is no change in the former adminif* 
iration of civil and criminal juftice, m)i\ ii^thc 
former adminiftratioo of the communes, ( 

yill. All authorities fhall conform to the princi- 
ples of the federal aft. The canton of AppenzeH 
^m enter into no connefitooi du-eft or indireft with 

another 



Mother canton, or with a foreign powers but accoi?d'? 
\ng to the fcdjcfaj fofrms o( the Helvetic republic. 

OBSEI^yATlONS. 

^ The fimple democracy of the canton of Appcn*t 
^11 is again eftablifhed. The introduftion of the 
reformation caqfed great difturbanccs, which were at 
|aft happily terminated by fix arbitrators chofeq 
from three catholic and three protcftant cantons^ 
They divided the canton between the inhabitants* 
The catholics being at that time two thoufend feven 
hundred and c4ghty-|wo in puni^ber, got nine confi* 
fnunes, forming together whac is called the interior 
Rhode. The reforipcd l>cing fix thoufand three 
hundred and twenty-twQj got nineteen communes, or 
parifhes, and forn> the exterior Rhode. This is fub- 
diwded into fix communes to the weftward, calkd 

. the communes Mi^d the Sitter, and thirteen to the 
'eaft, called the commutes h/^re the Sitter. After 
this arrangeni|:nt aU parties took ppflS^flliQn of the 
diftriifts affigncd to. them, where they have ever 
fince lived in peace and good neighbourhood. Eacf^ 
Rhode forms a c^iftind republic for matters of in- 
ternal regulation •, but in the diet they only formi 
pne canton, and their two deputies count but as one 
vote. They muft confequently agree, or the canton, 
has pa vote. The interior Rhode has a great 
council confiding of one hundred and twenty-eight 
^crfons, which alTembles twice a year at Appenzell. 
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It prepares th^ bufincfs to be laid before the gericrd 
jSiffcmbly, that is, the whole mak population of the 
Rhode. It has a fmall council that ^i&mblc^ 
weekly, which takes charge of the police, and the 
ordinary civil affairs. It confiifts of two landam- 
mans, their lieutenant, a trcafurer, a captain of the 
province, an edilc, an adminiftrator of ecckfiaftical 
property, and a bannarct. This little council is re^ 
inforced by eightccQ or twcinty pcrfons drawn from 
the communes. 

The two divifions of the exterior Rhode fend 
one hundred and thirty-one pcrfpns to the great 
<:puncil; but they have each a little council for itfclf. 
The whole canton is but ten leagues in its greateft 
kngth, and fcven in its greateft breadth. It is the 
Uioft populous part of Swiflcrland, efpeciajly the 
exterior Rhode, which is alfo more fertile than the 
other. It i§ covered with cottages innumerable, 
every one of which is fituatcd in the centre of a little 
cftate> the perpetual property of the poffcflbr^ 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER THE SECOND. 

Conjiitution of the canton of Argovia^ 



TITLE THE FIRST, 

jbhijion of the territory y and political condition of 
'■ citizens. 

Article I. The canton of Argovia is divided 
into tea diftrifts, &c. Arau is the' capital of the 
canton. The ten diftrids are divided intofortyr-, 
eight circles. The citizens aflcmble, when there is 
occafion^ in afiemblies of commune and afiemblies 
of circle. 

II. To be able to cxercife the rights of citicen 
in an aflcmbly of cortimdne or circle, it is neceflary, 
firft, to have been domiciliated during a year in, the 
commune, or circle i fecohdly, to be twenty-one 
years of age and married; or a widower, or elfe, if 
unmarried, to be thirty years of age. Thirdly, To 
have the freehold or ufufrudl of a real eftatc of the 
value of two hundred Swifs francs, or a mortgage 
of three hundred francs on a real eftatc*. Fourthly, 
If thp pcrfon was not before a burgcfs of one of 

'the 

• The Swifs franc is one-third more than the French 
franc. Three hundred Swifs francs are nearly equal to 18 
pounds irilh. 



the communes of the canton, to pay towards the 
funds for the poor of hrs dwelling- place an annud 
contribution, which will be regulated by law accord- 
ing to the value of the eftates of the commune ; but 
fo notwithftanding> that it (hall not be lefs than fix, 
nor more than one hundred and eighty francs. For 
the firft elcftion it will be fufficicnt to pay three per 
cent of the laft purchafe price of citizenftip. 

Arc excepted from the fourth condition the 
minifters of worfliip, and the hcad^ of families born 
in Swiflcrland,fatheri of four children above fixteen 
infcribed in the miKcia, and having a trade or mi 
eilablifiiment. 

III. In virtue of the fum annually paid to the 
funds for the poor, or the principal of that fum, a 
perfon becomes co-proprietor of the eftaces belong- 
ing to a corporation, and acquires a right to the fuc- 
cours aitured to the burgcfles of the commune* 

Strangers, or Swift citizens of another canton, 
who after fulfilling the term of refidcnce, and other 
/Conditions required by Jaw, wifh to become citizens 
of the canton o^ Argovia, may be fubjc<fted to pay 
the principal at twenty years purchafe of the annual 
fum, at which the joint o wnerlhip of the goods of the 
corporation is valued. This value' is determined 
by a particular a6l of the commune. 

TITLE 
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TITLE THE SECOND. 

Public Powers. 

IV. In every commune there is a municipality 
compofed of. a fyndic, two afliftants, and a miini* 
cipal council confifting of eight membciis at Icaft, 
and fixteen at moft. The municipal officers re* 
main fix years in place: They arc renewed by a 
third, and are re-cHgible. 

The law determines the fundttons of each imu- 
nicipality concerning firft> the local police ; feeond, 
the affeffment and colkftion of taxes i third, the 
particular adminiftration of the goods of the com« 
muncandthe funds of the poor,, and the details 
of general adminiftration with which it may bt 
charged. The law determines moreover the fonc- 
tions that belong to the fyndics, the afTiftants, and 
the municipal councils. 

V. In every circle there is a jufticc of peace: 
He ovcrfecs and direAs the adminiftration of the 
communes of his circle. Hie prefides in the aflcm- 
blics of the circle, and prcferves order. 

He is reconciler of the differences that may arife 
among citizens*, a judiciary officer of police charg- 
ed with the preliminary inqueft in cafe of crimes ; 

and 



and he judges, with the afliftancc of aflcflbrs, civil 
affairs of fmall value* The hyr defines the limits 
of his fjundlions, 

VI. A g^^^t Council, eompofed of o(ne hundred 
and fifty deputies, returned for five yearsj or for 
life, as in the cafes determined bj^ article fourteenth, 
exerciies the fovereign power. This . council af- 
fprnbles the firft monday of May in the town of 
Araui and its ordinary feflion is of a month unlefe 
the little council prolong its.fi ttings* 

The 'great council firrt, acfcepts or rejeflts thtf 
projeifls of laws that are prefcnted to it by the little 
council Second, It enquires into the execution^ of 
the laws, ordinances and regulations ; Third, It re* 
<;eives and fettles the financial aceompts presented 
by the little council. Fourth, It fixes the falarie^ of 
public funftionaries. Fifth, It fancl'ions the aliena* 
tion of the domains of the canton. Sixth, It de- 
liberates on demands for calling extraordinary die^ 
names the deputies to the diets, and draws up their 
inftruftions. Seven,. It votes in the natne of the 
canton. ^ 

VII. A fmall council, compbfcd of nine menrw 
hers of the great council, who continue to make 
part of it, and are always re-eligible, has tlic initia- 
tive of all projeds of laws and taxes* ^ 



It 
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It h chaf-ged with the execution of the laws and 
regulations. For this purpofc it direfts and overfcca 
the inferior authorities, and names its agents. 

It gives the great council an account of all parts 
df its adtniniftration, and retires when they dclibc- 
i'ate on its cofidud: and actomjpts. 

It difpofes of the armed force for the maintenance 
cf ^ public order. 

It may prolong t;he ordinary fcflions of the great 
council^ and convene extraordinary meetings/. 

VIII. In civil and criminal matters there are tri- 
bunals of primary jurifdiftipn, the metnbers of which 
arc paid by the litigants. The law determines the 
number of thefe tribunals their organization and 
jurifdiftion. 

IX. A' triblinal of appeal, confiding of thirteen 
members, pronounces in the laft rcforc 

To judge in criminal rhattcrs it muft confift of 
nine ; and in cafes of capital punifhmerit of thir* 
teen. It calls for the afliftancc of lawyers when h 
chcofes. 

The law determines the forms of proceeding! 
and the continuance of the judges in office. 

R X. A tribunal 
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X, A tribunal, conipofed (rf oM^ttnemh^t from 
the fmatt counctl» and of four members ^oth the 
tribunal of appea}^ decides in difagfeemcntt of the 
adminiftration. 

TltLE THE trnHD. 

Mode of ek£lionand conditions of digilility. 

■•» , 

XL The municipal pfKccrs are named by the af- 
fcmbly of the commune from citizens of thirty years 
of age, being proprietors or tenants of a real^ ef- 
tatc of five hundrcci francs value, or elfe mortgs^ 
gees for the fame fum on a real eftate. 

XII. The juftices of peace are named I^tfe 
litde council, and muft have the fame kind of qua- 
lification .in real property, or in mortgage to the 
amount of one thoufand. francs. 

JCfil. The returns to the great council are made 
through a difeft eledion; or by ekftion and lot, in 
the following manner : 

All the cirizehs of a circle aflcmble hy an order 
* from the juftietj of pleace iflued fifteen days, and 
publifhed by c^ch municipality fcven days, befoTc 
the meeting* ' 

Tlie 



't^he iflcnibly of tacfi circle tftikts tlirci nomi-» 
nations : fii^, it names a deputy ffom its owh dif. 
tria who enters the coiindl without lot. The age 
of thirty is thi* only condition of < eligibility requi* 
lite fb'r this firft nomination. The jufticc of peace 
is prcfident of the aflcmbly, and. cannot be tioAU 
tiitcd by his bWh circle. — Second, It names two 
c?andidateS out of its diftrift who hive the fee, or 
ufufruiSE of a real eftate of more than tv^enty thoti- 
iknd francs value, or a mbrtgagd to the fame amount 
on a r^al i^ftate. The objcft of this fcCond ilomi- 
fiation rtecd hot be mofc than twenty-five years of 
Hge.-^Third, It names two candidates out of its 
fcrritory ^ho mutt be fifty years of a;gCi and pfo- 
^rietofs, tenants, or mortgagees of real property of. 
hut thouf^nd francs valud. 

iThe two hundred and forty candidates are reduced 
by lot to one hundred and two, who together with 
the forty-eight deputies chofen immediately by the ' 
circles, form the one hundred and fifty iHcrtibcrsof 
the great council* 

3C IV. The members of the great <fpuncil of the 
fecond and third nomination do not belong to an/ 
particular circle. Thofc of the fecond nomination 
jitt for life, if they have been, in the fame year, jJrc- 
fcnted by fifteen circles. Thofe of the third no- 
mination are alfo for life, if they have been; in th6 
fame year, prcfcnred by thirty circles^ 

R2 XY.Thc 
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XV. The members of the great council of the 
firft nomination may receive falaries from their cir- 
cles ; the funftions of the others are gratuitous. 

XVL The vacancies which may happen, in the 

great council, among thofe of the fecond and third 

nomination, will be filled by lot from the candi-. 

dates who remain on the lift. This mufi be renewed 

■ every five years* \ 

Xyil. If at the epoch of its periodical renewal 
there are in the great council more than fifty mem-* 
bcrs for life, the furplus is added to the one hundred 
and fifty 5 fo that at every general elcdion, fifty-two 
citizens at leaf):, with the qualification. of twentf 
thoufand francs, or of fifty years of age, (hall become 
members of the council, 

] XVIIL The prcfident of the great council is 
cbofcn every fcflion among Che members of the 
fitde council : he does not vote when the adminiftra-* 
tion and accompts of that ^council are examined. . 

He does not affift at the deliberations of the little 
council during his prcfidcntfliip, 

^ XIX. The members of the little council are 
named by the great council for fix years : They^ are 
renewed by a third at a time. The firft aft of no- 
mination 
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mlnation will defignatc thofe who areto go out at 
the end of the fecond aad fourth years. » • 

To be eligible a perfon muft be a proprietor, ' te- 
nant or mortgagee of real property of nine thouland 
ftancs value. The little'council choofc's its prcfidcnt 
every month. 

XX. The members of diftrift tribunals are na- 
med by the litde council, from a triple lift prefented 
by the tribunal of appeal. They muft have a qua- 
lification of three thoufand francs as proprietors, tc* 
Hants, or mortgagees of real property.^ 

XXI. The members of the tribunal of appeal 
ai=€ named by the great council ; and over and above 
the property qualificiation required for the little 
council^ they muft have exercifcd for five years ju- 
dicial functions, or bccii members of the higher 
Wthorities. 
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7ITliE TH? FOURTH. - 

Qen^ral difpo/sioMs and guaranttes. 

XXU-: Every Swift irthabit^ii? of the caatop qi 
Argoyia is a foldien 

XXIII. Th^ aflemblies of circte nnaot in any 
cafe corwrfpond with one another, or with any indU 
yiduai pr eprj^oration, out of the cantcui. 

XXIV. ]gr\tire liberty q1 tfa^ eathoHc aad piQ« 
t;eftant worfhip is guaranteed* 

' In Uke naanner is guacanoeed the rigi^t of rcdcecpi^ 
\x% cilbes^ aqfl quit rents» at their fi^ value, 

\ OBSERVATIOB^SU 

This Canton is made up of the free inferior ba^i- 
Uwicks, and of diftriftsi that were heretofore under 
the joint dominion of Berne, Zuric, and Glarus. 
Then the forms of government 'in th<:fe diftrids 
were various, and it is obvious how much the efFcft 
of free elcaions is countcraft^d by the prefcnt 
cpnftitytioru • 

CiiAPTER 



CHAPTER THE THIRa 

ConftmtiQH of tU COM tea 9f Ba/U. 

c • ^• 

TITLB THE FIRST. 

Of the divifiQn of the territory^ and the political 
fiate sf aitT^nu 

Art. L The canton of Bafle is divided Into 
^three diftrt^s $ rht town of Baflc, the W^bourg 
and the Uecbfto}, 

11.^ Each diftriS: i$ divided into fifteen^ tribef« 
The kncient divillon of tribes which comprehended 
the citizens of Safle, and little Baflc, is re-efta- 
biifhed. Out of the town the tribes are formed of 
the parts of the diftrift moft equal in populadoflj 
and moft convenient to each otber» without diftine- 
tion of trade^ condition^ or profeffion, 

II}. Every iSwlfs inhabitant of die canton of the 
age of fixteen is a foldicr, 

I Y. Are members of the tribes, the bur^flfes^ 
or Tons of burgcfles of a commune of the canton, 
refidcnt for a year on the territory of the tribe, of 
- 9n independent condition^ enrolled in tjie militia^ 
ibtity yeats;if they arc nof^ or have act been mar- 
ried^: 
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ried, but of twenty only, if they arc, or have, been 
xnarrjed, and liftly, pi:Qprietors, rf^nters, or mort- 
gagees of a real eftatc of five hundred francs value. 
• flvery buirgefs of the canton may bccon^c free of 
Bafle. ^ 

. TITLE THE SECOND. 

Of the poTitifal powen^ 

V. A great council, confifting pi one hundred 
and thinfy-five members, makes the laws, rcgid^- 
tions, and other a6i:s of the fovereigij power, 4^U- 
berates. on the demands for calling^ extraordinary 
<liets, names the deputies of th^ canton to the ordi- 
nary and extraordinary diets, d^lcermincj theinft ruc- 
tions of thcfe^ deputies, names to , th? offices the 
fun^hons of which extend to the Whole canton, and 
takes account of the execution of the |aws, regi^aL*- 
tions, and other a6ts. of power. 

^ /■ ' '• ' , ' 

VI. A little council, campofed of twenty-five 
members of the great council who continue to form 
part of it, and of whon:\ one, at leall myft be from 
each diftrift, is charged. with the execurion of the 
laws, regulations, and othcX ad:;^ of the fqvereign 
power : it propofes the laws, regulations, and other 
afts it thinks proper j it dircfts and ovcrfees the in- 
ferior authorities i it judges in the laft refort the 4if-^ 
fprcnces of the ac^miniftrators 5 it names to ?he 

places. 



placejs, fun6Hons of which extend to a whole 
^idrid; it renders account %o chc great council of 
all parts of "the adminiftration. 

VII. Two burgomafters prefidc by turns, for one 
year, in the great and litdc councils. The perfoq 
fiot on dufy fqpplics the place of the other in cafe of 
peed. He is of right ^ member of the. litrie council* 

VIII. A tribjin^l pf appeal, compofed of thirteen 
members of the great council, with the burgomafter 
•who is not in office as prcfidcnt, judges definitively 
in civil and crin>inal matters. When it judges in a 
cafe of capital punilhmerit, four tnembers of the 
little council, drawn by 46tx take feats and concur yx 
^cjudgipent. 

IX. The great council aflembles for fifteen days* 
eVery fw months at Baflc: the little council aflcmble$ 
habitually ; it may prorogue the fefllons of the great - 
council^ and cpnvenp it extraordinarily. 

X. The two burgomafters are elcfted by. the 
great council ^mong the mcmbcr:s of the litUc 
council. 

The little cobncjl is cl^cdcd by the great council. 
The members of the great council are eledcd, pnc' 
thirds by the tribes immcdiatdy> and but of their 

own 
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own body; the other two thirds f^y lot^ fbqi taodi* 
4ates indifcriminaoely taken in the other diftri^ 

XL The little council is renewed by a third cycry 
two years : they are indefinitely re-eligible. 

The members of the great council^ excq:tt thofe 
wfho are at the fame time of the licde council^ may 
be recalled by a grabeau of the tribes, according cq 
th^ regulations of the eighteenth article, 

XIJ. The tribes may give a falary to the mem- 
bers of the great council immediately ehofea hf 
tbem. The fcrvices of the other members a|« 
gratuitous. 

TITLE THE THIRD. 

Of eleUions and revocations^ 

Xni. For ^he formation of the great counctfi 
f acli of the forty-five tribes of the canton proceeds 
9S follows :<-— Firft, it elcfts the member of the grca^ 
council that it has the right of choofing among it$ 
own citizens. Next, it names four candidates from 
the two diftridts of which it does not form part 
It cannot name more than three from the fame 
dilbia. 
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Of this one hundred and eighty candidates thu^ 
chofen in the three diftrifts, ninety arc drawn by lot 
to be members of the great council, and cpmpletc 
k by ibcir re-union with the forty-five members 
dire^ly cho(en by the tribes/ 

XlV. In cafe of vacancy, the tribes fill up ewry 
€Wo years the pkces in the great council to whicl^ 
they have the tight of appointing: the others are 
^Ikd by lot, in proportion as they become vacant^ 
horn the candidates remaining on the lift. 

• XV* Five years aft^r the firft formation of the 
gre^t council, and afterwj^rd every nine years, the 
lift, of candidates is renewed rand whenever the 
pkces filled by lot b^cpme vacant, they are diftrir- 
^ buted by lot amopg the candidates remaining oi^ 
thelift. 

■■'..' * ' - • * 

XVI. The eleSiojBS are made by ballot, and by 

a majority of fufirages. If a majority does not re- 
&k from two ballots, lot c'ecidcs between the can- 
didates who have had moft-votes. 

XVII. No peribn can be placed on the lift, uolc^ 
be is a biirgefs, thirty years of age, and proprietor, 
^r mortagagee, of a real cftate of ten thoufand livres 
value. It is fufficient to be a burgefs, twenty- five 
]^ear5 of age^a.nd proprietor, or mortgagee qf a real 

cftate 



cftate of three thourand livrjcs yalutf, in order to bjs 
eligible by one's own tribe. 

XVIII. Every itwp years at Eafter, a commiC- 
fion of fifteen members, drawn bjr lot from each 
tribe, and compofcd of five of the ten oldeft, five 
pf the richcft, and five chofen indifcriniinatcly 
^mong thfc members of the tribe, decides if there is 
paufe to open the .grabeau on one or two members 
'pf the great council, with the exception of. fuchas 
arc of the litde council. If the niajoruy pf th/r 
comniiffipn decides that there is caufe, it determines 
^e member, or both the members,' with regard to 
Vhom the tritfe fliall be called to vote. . ^ 

The tribe votes by ballot for, or againft^ th? 
member fubjcded to the grabmu^ 

A majority 6f the ciuzens haying a right to vote 
\[i the tribe is requifite to operate a rcicall; 

The members of the great council, who ha^e 
been placed by more than one tribe' on the lift of 
candidates, cannot be recalled but by a majority in 
^n equal number of tribes. 

The members chofen immediately by a tribe, 
<:?ni>ot be recalled ^ut by tjic fame. 



TITLE THK FOURTH. 

JyeUzation and guaranties given ly the conftitutiGn^ 

XIX. The law regulates the details of the orga- 
nization of powers, andhthe inftitution of fybordi- 
nace authorities. 

XX. The conftitution guaranties the religion 
profcffcd in the canton. 

XXI. The conftitution guaranties the faculty of 
redeeming tithes and quit-:rents. The law deter- 
mines the manner of their redemption at their fidl 
valuer 

OfiSERVAtlOI^S. 

Formerly the town of Bafle was fovcrcign of 
the canton. It had a great and . little council form- 
ing together two hundred and eighty, with whom 
fcfided the whole fovercign authority. Gr^at Baflc 
Was divided; into fifteen tribes^ iach of wnich re- 
turned twelve members to the great council— rone 
hundred pd eighty; little Bafle into three focietics, 
each of which fent twelve — ^^thirty-fix. The little 
council was compofcd of two counfcllors and two 
mafters'from each of the fifteen tribes, and of the 
two biirgomaftcrsand two grand triijuncs— ^fixty-four. 

, ^ ' Every 



444 A##iiiblifei 

Ev^ry burgefs was eligible to rii* grtai cdtiUdi, 
and as they came in by ll>ij» clie poa^eft had as ^x)d 
a chance as the richeft. This was the only inlet td 
democracy. The Kttfe council was divided into 
two parts, each of Which admioiflered tM goVdu^ 
xhent for a year* 

The (Jantort wis divided Jiito' itnti bailiwicH 
which were governed by members of the council 
The prcfcnt cdnftitution proiftifcs to be more oJigSr- 
chieal than the former* . . 

eMAPTM THlfe roURTri. 

Conjiiiution of tbi ianiin of Berni. 

TITLE THE FIRST. 

JMviJion of the territory^, and polUkd Jiate of iU 
iiiizens. / 

Art. t. The canton of Berne is divided iiitcf 
five diftriifts : the town t>f Berne, the Gbcrlahd, 
Lahdgcrccht, Emmethal, "Sceland. 

IL Each diftria is divided into thirtfceo tfib*t 
The former tribes of the town of Berne air re- 
cftabliftied. Out 6f the town the tribes are formed 
of the parts of the diftrift mbft equal in popula- 
tion, and neareft to each other withoufdiftinftloh of 
trade, condition, or profeffiop. 

/ IIL Every 



III. fivefy Swift inhabitant of elie eantib of' ^ -^ 
^geof fixtccn is a foMien 

IV. (Isprccifely Ac faHicJls article 1% of the 
4M»ftiturioa of Baflc> ^except that the property qua- 
lification is one thoufand Hvres fdr the town ol Berne; 
but five hundred only, for any other commune.) 

TITLE THE SECON Dir . 

0/ thifolitical^^ower. 

^ V. (The feme as that of Bafle^Jbut that the num- , , 
b<^ of members b one hundred and ninety^fififr*) 

VI. (The fame aa article VI. of? Bafle^ but dia« 
the number b twcnty-feven.) 

VII. Tmsc^dyet^Sii^t reft the fame, as a& VH. 
of Bafle.) , , 

VIII. A council of ftate,. prefided by the avoyer 
prefident of the little council^ compofed of the two 
oldefl: and two youngeft members^ and the treafurer^ 
attends to all things which concern internal or ex- 
ternal fecurityi and prefents them to the deliberadon 

of one or oAer council. 

• ■ ^ ■ . "' 

IX. (The fame as art. VIIL of the conftitmion 
of Bafle, Avoyer in the place of burgomafter.) , 

X.XThc 
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X. (The. fame as art. IX. of BaOe, but tliat tlwt' 
duration of the leffion is three virc^eks.) 

XL (The fame as art X. of Baflc.) , 

Xil. (The fame as art. XL of Baac.) 

Xiii. (The fame as art. XIL of Baflic.) 

TITLE THE THIRD. 

0/ ek£iiohs and tevocatiohs. ' . , 

(The fix arficlcs of this title arc the fame as tbofc 
pf the conftitution of Bafle, • but that the property 
qualifications, as in airt. XVII, are refpedliveiy 
twenty thoufand \ and five thoufand livrcs \ and that 
one member only is mentioned to be fubjeded txt 
{tit grabeau.) 

TITLE THE FOURfrf* 

(The fame as that of the conftitution of Bafle.) 

OBSEkVATIONS. 

Originally the conftitution of Berne was free ac- 
cording to the notions of the time^ but by degrees 
the principal families got poflcflion of the fovereijgn 
council, which had never after been renewed but ac- 
cording 
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coi^cling to the wifhes of their dcfccndants* The 
authority of this council was abfolutc. It was called 
the two hundred, but confided when complete of 
two hundred and ninety-nine. Whenever the num- 
ber waa diminiflicd to eighty, the great council 
aflembled to fill up the vacancies, and as the people 
had no fhare in the ckftion, it was decided by 
family arrangements. There was a little council 
chofen from the great oncj it confided of twenty- 
feven members and met daily. The burgcfles of 
Berne were fovereigns of the canton and its depen- 
dencies. They had fifty-three bailiwicks, the 
governments of which were very profiuble places* 
Their military force was from fifty to fixty thoufand 
men. It was formed into four divifions, of which, 
the f6ur bannarcts were chiefs* 

CHAPTER THE FIFTH. 

^Qonjlitution of the canton of Fribourg^ 

TITLE THE FIRST* 

(Divifion into five diftrifts, the town and country 
diflridls, each of thefe into four wards — twenty. All 
the reft as the four articles of the fame title of th« 
€onftitution of Bafle. 

S TITLE 
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TITLE THE SECOND. 

Of the political powers', 

(The eight articles of this title arc the fame m 
thofc of Bafle, putting avoycr in the place of burgo* 
maftcr^ and v?ard in that of tribe. 

, TITLE THE THIRD. 

Of ekSlions and revocations. 

(The fbven articles of this are the fame as thofe 
of Balk, but that in artick XVII. the property 
qualification is twelve thoufand livres fer thofe <^ 
thirty years of age.) 

1 ' ■ . 

TITLE THE FOURTH. . 

(The fame as the correlponding articles of the 
conftitution of Bafle.) 

pfiSERVATIONS. 

Under the former cdnftitution of Fribourg, the 
ibvercigrity rcfidcd in a council of two hundred, 
that were cxclufively chofcn from fevcnty-one fami- 
lies. A little council of twenty-four pcrfons, that 
adminiftercd the ijovcrnmcnt, and a fecret council 

of 



of fixty 5 but thiere two were parts ' of the twd 
hundred. They had nineteen bailiwicks. 

CHAPTER THE SIXTfiti , 

ConfliiutioH of Ibe canton of Gla^us^ 

(The fartie as that of Appeniell in all that is riot 
tiverely local. The proteftants as mprp numerous 
fend deputies of their body to the diet for two fuc- 
ceffive yearsj and the catholics fend one the third 
year. It was a flnaple d€ni,<>cr;acy before, and is 
fp again.) 

CHAPTER THE SEVE^Jta 

flonJlitutii>n of tb^ canton of the Grifonsi 

(The canton is divided into three IcagwS, each 
league into diftrifts as before. The parts that were 
before futyed are made equal. A great council of 
lixty-three reprefcntatives from the canton propofes 
the laws. It is chofen without diftin&ion of perfo«3 
or families. A little council of nine chofen indif- 
' criminately among the citizens of the canton exe- 
cutes the decrees of the great councils The gua* 
rantics are the fame as in the other conftitutions*^ 

Sa CHAPTER 
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Chapter the eighth. 

Conjiitution . of the canton of Lucerue. 

(The fame as that of the canton of Bafle. The 
great council confifts of fixty, and the little oi 
fifteen n^embers. The firft property qualificatbn in 
art. XVII. is twelve thoufand livrcs. Heretofore 
the town was fovereign of the canton. The great 
council cbnfifted of one hundred, and the little of 
thirty-fix, of whom eighteen governed for fix 
months, and were then replaced by the others. Thd 
fenatc of thirty-fix had poflefllon of the whole 
power, and one fct uniformly confirmed the othcr.^ 

CHA PTER THE NINThJ 

Conjiitution of the canton of St. Gall,- 

(The fame as that of the canton of. Argovia, ex- 
cept that the fkft property qualification in art. XIIL 
k one thojufand fix hundred francs.) 

' \ 

CHAPTER THE TENTH. 

Conjiitution of Scbaffbaufcn. 

(Same as that of Bafle. The great council coa^ 
fills of fiftj^-four, and the Ijttic council of fifteen 

^ members. 
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.tntmbcrs. Ihe firft property qualification in art. 
XVII. is twelve thoufand francs.) 

Heretofore the burgeffes of SchafFhaufcn were 
./ovcretgns of the canton : they were divided into 
twelve tribes, of which ten were plebeian, one noble 
and one mixed. The great council conlifted of 
jixty, and the little of twenty-five members. It 
-pofleflcd ten bailiwicks. 

CHAPTER THE ELEVENTH. 

Conjlitution of Scbwitz. 

The old conftitution reftored, but that the^ former 
fubjedt diftrifts are made equal in. rights to Schwitz 
itfelf. Gerfauis incorporated with it, but preferves 
provifionally its ancient forms. 

CHAPTER -THE TWELFTH. 

Con(litution of Solure. •< . 

(Same as that of Bade. The great council fixty, 
tnc little council' twenty-one members. The pro- 
perty qualifications in art. XVII. five thoufand, and 
two thoufand livres.) 

Under the former conftitution the great council 
confifted of fixcy-fix, and the little of thirty-five^ 

members* 
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inembers. The fovercign power was' in the hands 
pf chele councils^ and che councils filled by a few 
families. 

CHAPTER THE THIRTEENTH. 

ConJlUution of the canton of fejftno. 

(The canton confifts of the former fuhjed difl:fi^3 
pf Mendrifio, Lqgano, , Locarno,. Valle Magia, 
Bcilinzona, Riviera, Blcnio ^nd Leventinp. The 
copftitution is the fame as that of Argpvia. The 
great council confifts of one hundred deputies, the 
litde council of niqe.) 

CHAPTER THE FOURTEENTH. 

Conjtitution of tburgovia^ 
(The feme as that of Argovia.) 

CHAPTER THE FIFTEENTH, 

ConftUutionof Underwald. 

The former one reftored, only that a complete 
^quality is eftablifhed between the citizens of Un- 
derwald and thofe of Engelberg, and between the 
^igher and lower Underwaldeners. Thefc name 
^c deputy to the diet alternately. 

CHAPTER 



CHAi»TER THE SIXtEENTH. 

ConftitutidH of the canton of Uri, 
The old one reftered 

CHAPTER TH£ SEVENTEENTH^ 

Conftitution of Vaud. 

The fame as that of Argovia* 

CHAPTER THE EIGHTEENTH. 

Conftitution of Zug. 

The old one rcftored. 

CHAPTER THE NINETEENTH, 

Conftitution of Zuric. 

The tribes of Zuric arc re-eftabli(hed. The 
reft of the conftitution is the fame as that of 
Baflc, 

CHAPTER 



. 
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CHAPTER THE TWENTIETH, 
. FEDERAL ACT. 

TITLE THE FIRST, 

General difpofttions,. 

Art, I. The nineteen cantons of SwiflerJand 
form a confederacy among themfelves, conformably 
to the principles eftablifhcd in their refpedlivc con- 
ftitutions. They mutually guarantee their confti- 
tutions, their territory, their liberty, their indepen- 
dence, as well againft foreign powers, as againft the 
ufurpation of a cant6n, or a fadlion. 

II. The contingents of troops, or money which 
fliould become neceflary for the cantons to fumifli, 
will be in the following proportion. Of 15,203 
tnen, and of 490,507 livrcs there will be 
fijrnilhed by 

Berne 2,292 91,695 

Zuric 1,929 77>i53. 

Vaud 1,482 59y^ii 

St. Gall 1,315 39>45i 

Argovia 1,205 52,212 

Grifons 1,200 12,000 

TcfTmo 902 18,039 

Luccrnp 867 26,016 

Thurgovia 
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Thurgovia 


833 


25,052 


Fribourg 


602 


ii>59i 


AppenzcU 


486 


9,728 


Solurc 


452 


18,097 


BaQe 


■ 409 


' 20,450 


Schwit? 


301 


3,012 


Glaris 


241 


4.843 


SchafFhaufcn 


233 


9.327 


Undcrwald 


19? 


h907 
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. Zug 125 2,497 

Uri 118 4,184 

III. There arc not any looger in Swiflfcrland 
fubjeft countries, nor privileges of place, births 
pcrfons, or fapilics. 

IV. Every Swifs citizen has the faculty of re^* 
moving his refidence from one canton to another, 
and freely exercifing his tncjuftry : he acquires poli- 
tical rights conformably to the hw5 of the canton la 
which he eftablilhes himfelf ; but he cannot ^t tho 
fame time enjoy thole rights in two.' cantons. 

V. The former impofitions of internal an4 
foreign duties are abolifhed. The free circulation 
of proyifions, cattle, and merchandisse is guaraa-?' 
teed. No taxes of grants, entry, tranfit, orcuttom-* 
houfe can be eftablifhed in the interior of Swifler-. 
land. The culloms at the exterior limits arc for the 

profit 
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profit of the bordering cantons; but the tarife ffluft 
be fubjeft to the approbation of the diet, 

Vf. Each canton prefcrvcs the tolls allotted for the 
repair of the highways, and the barges of rivers* 
Thcfe tarifs are equally fubjcdl to the approbation of 
the diet. 

VII. The coin of Swiflfcrland is uniform, and 
determined by the diet. 

VIII. No canton can harbour ia criminal legalljr 
condemned^ nor an accufed perfon legally profc* 
cuted. 

IX. The number of hired troops that a canton 
may keep is limited to two hundred men* 

X. The alliance of one canton with another, or 
with a foreign power is forbidden, 

XI. The government, or legiflatlve body of a 
canton, that violates a decree of the diet, may be 
cited for rebellion before a tribunal compofcd of the 
prefidents of the criminal tribunals of aU the other 
f ahtons. 

XII. The cantons polTefe all the powers that have 
not bpen exprelsly delegated tq the federal authoriiy. 
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TITI-E THE SECOND. 

0/ the direSling canton^ 

XIII. The diet aflembles fucceflivcly and an? 
nually in the cantons of Fribourg, ^tmt^ Sqlqrc^ 
Bailcj Zuric and Lucerne. 

Xiy. The cantons of which thefc towns are the 
capitals become fucceflively dircfting cantons: tl\e 
direftprial year begins the firft of January. 

XV. The difefting canton giyes the deputies( 
lodging and a guard of honoqr : it defrays the ex-» 
pences of the feffion. 

XVI. The avoyer, or burgermafterqf thedireft- 
ing canton, unites to this title that of landamman of 
S.wiflcrland j he keeps the ie,al of the Helvetic re- 
public; ht may not quit the city. The great 
council of his canton makes a particular provifion 
for him, and defrays the extraordinary cxpence^^ 
attending this magiftracy, 

XVII. Foreign minifters deliver their letters of 
credence to the landamman of Swiflcrland, and ne- 
gotiate with him, He is the medium of diplomatic 
relation?. 

XVIII. At 
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XVIII. At the opening of the diet he lays before 
it the accounts he may have received of all that 
concerns the internal or external interefts of the 
confederacy, 

XIX. No canton can put in requifition, or mo- 
tion, more than five hundred men of the mUitia, with* 
out apprizing of it the landamman of Swiflcrland, 

XX. In cafe of a revolt in the interior of a can- 
ton, or of any other prefling ncceffity, the landam-1 
man of Swifferland may march troops from- one can- 
ton to another 5 but it muft be at the requeft of the 
great or litde council of the canton which is in need of 
fuccour, and after having taken the advice of the 
litde council of the direAing canton ; provided 
neverthelefs that the diet be aflcmbled after hoftiliricf 
are reprefled, or if the danger fbould. continue, 

XXI. If, in the vacations of the diet, differences 
fhould arifc between two or more cantons, they arc 
to addrefs themfelves to the landamman of Swiffer- 
land, who, :as the circumftances may be more or 
lefs prefling, names conciliatory arbitrators^ or ad-y 
journs the difcuffion to the next diet. 

XXII. He warns the cantons if their internal 
conduft compromifes the tranquillity of Swifferland^ 
or if they fall into any irregular proceeding contrary 
to the federal aft, or their particular conftitudons. 

He 



Mc may then order the convocation of the great 
xouncil, or of the l^dfgemcindes (general aflembly 
of the whole people) in thofe places where the fu- 
preme authority is immediately ' exercifcd by the 
iwholfe people^ 

XXIIL Thelandamman of Swiflerland fends, in 
cafe of need, infpcftors charged with the examina- 
tion of highways and rivers. He orders with re- 
gard to thefe objefts whatever labours are urgent i 
arid in cafe of need, he caufes to be diredtly exe- 
cuted, and at the expence of thofe whom they con- 
cern, fuch works as have not been begun, or 
executed at the time prefcribed, 

XXIV. His fignature gives to the afts invcftcd^ 
with it a national currency and charafter. 

TITLE THE THIRD. 

Of the diet. 

XXV. Every canton fends to the diet one deputy, 
to whom may be added one or more counfellors, 

-who replace him in cafe of abfcnce or ficknefs. 

^ *«• 

XXVI. The deputies to the diet receive inftruc- 
tions and have limited powers, and they are not to 
vote contrary to their inftruftions. 

XXVa The 
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XXVII. The landamman of Swiffcrtand is 6f 
right deputy from the dircfting canton; 

XXVltl. The nineteen deputies who cortipoft the 
diet, have twenty-five votes in deliberations. 

The deputies of the cantons whofe popuktiori ex- 
ceeds one hundred thoufand fouls^ fuch as Berne^ 
Zuric, Vaud, St: Gallj Argovia and the Grifons^ 
have each two votes. 

The deputies of the cantons whofe populatiod 
U lefs than a hundred thoufand^ fuch as Teflino, Lu- 
cerne, Thurgovia, Fribourg, Appenzell, Soleurc^ 
Bafle, Schwitz, Glarus, SchafFhaufen^ Underwald^ 
Zug and Uri, have each but one vote. 

XXIX. The diet, under the prefidency of the 
landamman of Swiflcrland, aflembles the firft Mon- 
day in June, and its feflion may not exceed a month* 

XXX. There is caufe for extraordinaty diets— 
Firft, on the demand of a bordering power^ or of 
one of the cantons, provided the great council of the 
direfting canton confent, which (ball be convened 
if in vacation. — Second, after the advice of the great 
councils, or landcfgemeinde of five cantons, if they 
determine that there are grounds for the demand^ 
which the direfting canton has rejeded.-^Third, 
when they arc convened by the landamman of Swit 
fcrlandr 

XXXI. Dc- 
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XXXI. Declawtions of war, and treaties of peace 
emanate from the dietj but they muft be approved 
by three-fourths of the cantons. 

XXXIL The diet alone concludes treaties of 
commerce and capitulations for foreign fervice. It 
authorizes the cantons, if there be need, to treat 
individually for other objeAs with a foreign powen 

XXXIIL No foreign power may recruit in any 
canton without the confent of the diet. 

XXXIV. The diet orders the contingent of 
troops determined for each canton by the feconij 
article. It names the general who is to command 
them> and in general it takes all necellary meailires 
for the fccurity of Swifftrland, and for the execution 
of the other difpofitions of the firft article. It has 
the fame rights, if difturbances happening in one 
canton, fhould threaten the tranquillity of the reft. 

XXXV. Il names and fends ambalTadors extraor* , 
dinary. 

XXXVI. It prooounces on the difierences that 
happen between cantons, if they do not fetde them 
in the way of arbitration. For this purpofe it forms 
a fyndicfliip at the end of its ordinary labours; but 
then every deputy has one vote, and he may receive 
no inftruftions. 

XXXVII. There 
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XXXVIL There is a duplicate of the journal 
of the diet, one copy remains to the direfting can- 
ton, the other, together with the feal of the republic^ 
is tranfmitted annually at the end of December to 
the capital of the dircdting canton^ ^ 

XXXVlli. A chancellor and rcgifter, nariied by 
the diet for two years, and paid by the diredting 
canton, according to what has been regdfated by the 
diet, always attend the feal and the journals, 

XXXIX. The conftitution of each canton written 
on parchment, and fealed with the feal of the canton> 
is dcpofited in the archives of the diet* 

XL. The prefent fejlcral a<Sb, as well as the par- 
ticular conftitutions of the nineteen cantons, annul 
all anterior diipofitions that may be contrary to 
them; and no right may be founded on the' former 
political ftate of Swiflerland in what relates to the 
interior adminiftration of the cantons, or their rela- 
tions among themfelves. 

The repofe of Swifleriand, the faccefs of the new 
inftitutions which are eftabliflied, require that rhc 
operations neceflary for making thefe inftitutions 
fuccecd to the order of things that clofes, and for 
tranfmitting to new magiftracics the care of the 
public happinefs, fhould be guarded againft the in- 
fluence pf paffion, (hould be exempt from whatever 

could 
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i^ould i^t cfaem at varia6Ce> and executed with mode« 
ration, impartiality and Wiidom, A fuitable prd- 
ccdurc.can be expeftcd only'frorti commiffionchi 
Who are hamed by the a6i: of mediation itfelf, and 
suiiinated by the fpirit which did^tes it 

From thcfe Confidcrations, We, in oiir aforefaid 
quality, and with the rcrcrve anteccdcndy exprcffed^ 
kUACf v^hit follows. 

Art. i. For the ydr 1803, ^"^^ dirediing caritoti 
is Friboiirg. 

II. Citizen Loiiis ifAffry is landarhrhan of Swifler- 
land for this year, and invcftcd with extraordinary 
|)owcrs unril the ndcetirig of the diet; 

III. The original of the aft of mediation will be 
^iven to the landamman, to be by him placed among 
the archives of the direfting canton. 

iV. In every canton; a commiffion of feven mem- 
bers, of whom one chofen by us, and fix defignatcd 
by the ten deputies named to confer with us, is 
charged to put the conftiturion in stftivity, and to 
adminifter it provifionally. (Then follow the names 
of all thcfe commiffioncrs, which forriis a fifth article.) 

VI. The tenth of next May the central govern- 
ment (hall diffolve itfclf, after having rcfigned its 
papers arid archives to the landamiman of Swiflerland. 

T VIL Every 
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VII. Every commiffion (hall affemble the tencK 
of March at the capital of its canton, and imtnc- 
diately fignify its rc-union to the prefedl, 

VIII. Within twenty-four hours after fuch noti- 
fication, the prcfedt (hall hand over to the commif- 
fion the papers of the adminftration, 

iX. In cafesr that may require particular inftruc- 
iions or authority, the commi(rioners (hall addrcfs 
tbemfelvcs to the landamman of S\yifl£rland. 

X. The fifteenth of April the conftitution fhall be 
in adivity j by the firft of June each canton fhall 
iiavc named its deputies to the diet, and drawn up 
their inftrnftions; aiKi on the firft Monday in July of 
the prefent year, the diet fhall aflcmble. 

XI. Aflairs depending before the fupremc tribunal 
fhali be transferred before the tribunal of appeals of 
the canton to which the parties belong., The fu- 
preme tribunal fhall ccafc/all its funftions on the 
tenth of March. 

XII. The Iltlvetic troops at prefent in the pay of 
SwifTerland, which are not employed by the firft of 
May in the fcrvice of the cantons, will be taken into 
the French fervice. 

XII I. No profecutions fhall be carried on for 
offences relative to the revolution, committed or 

pretended 
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pretended to be committed, cither by private indU 
viduals, or thofe in the cxcrcifc of public funftions. 

Whereas the dilTolution of the central govern-* 
xnent, and the rcinftating of the fovereignty in the 
cantons, render it neccflary that proviGon (hould be 
made for the payment of the Helvetic debts, and thc"^ 
diipofal of property declared national, 

We in our aforefaid quality, and with the refervct 
anticedcntly exprefled, enact what follows. 

Art. I. The property belonging heretofore to 
convents (ball be reftored to them, whether it be 
lituated in the fame canton or in ianother, 

II. The adminiftration of all national property, 
other than what belonged heretofore to Berne in the 
cantons of Vaud and Argovia, is provifionally re- 
ftored to the cantons to which it belonged. The 
title-deeds of Berne iball be provifionally committed 
to three commiffioners named by the cantons of 
Berne, Vaud, and Argovia. 

HI. In every canton charged with debt contraftedi 
prevbufly to the revolution, there (hall be funds 
affigned for its mortgage, or difcharge, taken from 
what remains of the property heretofore belonging 
to the canton, 

IV. There 



. IV. There (hall be rc-cftabliihcd for every fowR 
a revenge proportioned to its municipal ejfpcnces. 

V. The national debt (hall be Jiquicjated j and the 
debts due by ftrangers to fomje cantons, (hall be ap- 
plied, fir(t, at the, rate of five per cent tp its extinc- 
tion. If the national cjebt pxceed the amount of 
thofe funds, the furplus (hall be divided ^ipopg the 
cantons, in proportion ro what remains to them 
of their former real property, after paypi?np t$9Ji^ 
of the cantonal debt§ contrafted before the revqlutior^ 
and the rc-cftabli(hment of the patrimony of the 
towns. 

VL All tlje goods realaod pcrfonal which remajq 
after the formation of the communal fund, the pay- 
ment of the cantonal and national debt, (^al) be i% 
the difpofal of the cantony (to which they originally: 
belonged . Thofe ne vertbclgls which arp (Jtpated in 
the pantons of Vaud an^ Argovia (h^ll belong tq 
them, Whatever remains of thj? debts due tp Berne 
Ihall be ec^jually dividpq between Pi^rnp,^ Vaud, an4 
Argovia. 

Vllt A commi(Son compofed of five members, 
tp wit, the citizens Staffer y miniftcr of- the Helvetic 
republic; Kufter^ cx-ininiftcr of finances; Raemy^ 
former chancellor of Fribourg, and aftual member 
of the adminiflrativc chamber; Sulzer^ of Win* 
ther^hur, Kfclvctic deputy ; Laurent Mayr,qf Lu* 

ceraei 



«rnt, prefidcnt of the adminiftrativc chJimber; (hall 
pxaipine the wants' of the munjcipalUics, determine 
the extent of theit wants, and of the funds rcquifitc 
for rc-€ftabli(hing their revenue,' liquidate the debts 
of the cdotons, liquidate the national debt, affign for 
^ach debt the neccffary fund for fecuring it by mort- 
g^gc> or for effeding its extindtion, and determine 
i^hat g9od$ (ball become ag^in the property of eacl]| 
canton. 

yill. The commiflSon ftiall publiQi the^refult of 
Its labours with regard to th^ debts, oq the ttlnth pf 
May; and v^ich regard to the revenues of the towns^ 
and the patrimony of the cantons, on the tentli of 
June. It fhall inimcdiately tranfmit a copy of eacb 
to the firft landamman of SwifTerland, and likewife 
(o each canton, in order that ?he rcfult may be p^ 
in execution. 

IX. The commiffiqn fliallaflcmble in the capital 
of the diredling canton, and reniain there until i^ 
labours are finilhcd. 

The preftnt aft, the rcfult of long conferences 
with men of 'Ibber mindsj> and lovers of the public 
good, has appeared to us to^contain the mpft proper 
arrangements for affgring the pacification and happi- 
pefs of the Swifs. ^As foon as thcfe arrangements 
arc put in force, the French troops wili be 
\vithdrawn. 

■ Wi 
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We recognise Helvetia, conftituted confbH 
inab]y to the prefcnt a£b, an independent power. 

We guarantee the federal conftitution and that 
of each canton, againft the enemies of the tranquil- 
lity of Helvetia, whoever they may be; and we 
promifc to continue the relations of good will, which 
have united the two nations for fo many centuries. 

Done and given at Paris, the 30th Pluvoife, year if r^ 
(iptb of February, 1803.) 

The minifter of foreign rela- Signed Bonaparte. 

tion$,fignedC.il!f.7^i//ertf^»/. The fecratary of i^ate^ 
The minifier of foreign rela- 6goed Hy^u^i B. MartU 

tions for the Italian republip, 

(igiied Mare/chaUhi. 

The prefent aft has been handed by the underfigne4 
lenators, commiflTioners to the ten Swifs deputies 
Vnderfigned, at Paris the 30th Pluvoife, year iij^ 
(19th of February, 1803.^ ' 

Signcdt Barthelemy^ Signed, Zoj(// /^-^jfcif* 

RaedereTj Pierrt Glutz^ 

Foucbe^ , Emanuel Jauch^ 

, ffemeunief;^ H, Mpnnet^ 

Reinbart^ 
Sprecber Bernegg^ 
/*• A. Stapfer, 
Paul Vjleriy 
R, de Wattevilli dt 
, , Montbenay^ 

Ig. von Eh^ef^, 

GENERAL 



CENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 

^hc prcfcnt federal aft is in many refpefts an ini- 
f)rovcmcnt on the former confedcfacy. It fr^es in- 
terior commerce from many injurious reftriftions, and 
facilitates to a Swifs, or a ftranger, the acquifition of 
citizenlhip in any canton. It withdraws moft of the 
former fubjeft diftrifts from a domination that made 
them unhappy, and where fuch diftrifts have been 
united to a canton, it was with their own confent, 
and on terms of complete equality^ 

The democratic cantons arc re-cftablilhed in their 
former condition, the oligarchic ones arc fo far 
better, that the towns ceafe to be fole Ibvcreigns* 
The whole confederacy is ftrengthcncd by taking 
from the cantons the right of treating feparately with 
foreign powers. But what has the caufe of liberty 
gained i 

in the democi'acies, we fee that a vicious organize 
ation is continued ; in the oligarchies we fee that one 
ft ill more vicious is perpetrated ; and that a predi- 
leftion for this form of government has made all the 
new conftitutions on the oligarchic model. The 
benefit of juries, and the advantages of a bill of 
habeas corpus are not conferred, and the liberty of 
the ptcfs is not fecured. The experience of twelve 
eventful years is fruftfated. I cannot help thinking 
that the Swils would have done better forthemfclvcs. 
Ncvcrchelcls they are far better now than they were 

under 



iinder the conftitution one smd indiTifible of the 25th 
of MsLji i8o2. The Swift preferred being as thej^ 
were before that cbnftitution* The democracies arc' 
fo, and tkt oligarchies arc better. When we. com- 
pare with the prefcnt tonftitution that which the 
corigrefs df Schwitz overturned, and which thcNpro- 
damation from St, Cloud ordered them to refume; 
iiJt are ftruck with the altered determination, whicK 
a better fpirit, 6f/fomc bthcf* caiife, produced in tb^ 
mind of the firft ConfuL It is manifeft from this 
a£i that he can bend to circumftances. Thougii 
every thing is not dohe as thfc friend of liberty could 
wifhy yet we rhuft behold with pkafiife that the littk, 
cantons who began the ftruggle; hat^e come ont of 
it with honfoiir. Na^, their pcrfcVerance it gloridiis. 
Through their invincible fpirit they have made it 
expedient for the flrft power in Europfe to comply 
with their wilhes, A handful of democrats havi? 
cfFcfted more than millions of flavcs. It puts in d 
ftriking point of view what a people can accomplifh 
who arc faithful to themfelves, and (hews that 
opportunities of redrefs will always grow for thofc 
who do not forfake their purpofe. It is to bd 
lamented neverthelefs, that Reding and Weber, xht 
chief movers. in this aflFair,"fhoUld be profcribed, but 
it is impoffiWe that the feal of riicrit and iriiportahcc 
^ould be more firmly affixed to thefe illuflrious cha- 
raflers, than it is by the a6t of power which ba^-' 
nifhed them ;o a French fortrefs. 

V 

THE END. 
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